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1. Name of Propertv

historic name Elm Park and Isaac Sprague Memorial Tower

other names/site number Clocktower Park

2. Location

street & number 305 Washington Street not for publication
city or town_ Wellesley (Wellesley Hills) vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county Norfolk code 021 zip code 02481

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this ~ nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
"meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide H'locally, (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, Executive Director Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission. State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property * meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

state or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I. heraCy certify that this property is: Date of Action
Entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Elm Park and Isaac Sprague Memorial Tower
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

_ private _building(s)

X public-local _ district

_ public-State Xsite

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION AND CULTURE/outdoor recreation/park
RECREATION AND CULTURE/monument
LANDSCAPE/park

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

COLONIAL REVIVAL/Georgian Revival

Narrative Description

Norfolk, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
0 _0 _building
1 0 sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION AND CULTURE/outdoor recreation/park
RECREATION AND CULTURE/monument
LANDSCAPE/park

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone

walls fieldstone, bluestone
Indiana limestone

roof copper
other wood

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. Description

Wedledey isan affluent suburban community inthe principal western corridor of metropolitan Boston. Bordered by
Wegton on the north, Newton on the northeest, Neadham on the southeedst, Dover on the south, and Natick on the west
and northwest, Weledey is situated within the loop of the Charles River, which defines both the northeest and southern
borders. Weledey islocated in rocky highlands with prominent devations inthe central part of town, "rather rugged
country for agriculture,”" except inthe western section and adong the river. Stony soil drains into the Charles River from
sverd directions; the major sysem isthe Morses Pond-Leke Weban drainage in the western part of town. [MHC
Reconnaissance Survey Report, 1]

Fim Pak, "O5 Washington Strest, Welledey (1908, photos 1-10, see sketch mgp) is aroughly triangular parcd of land
encompassing 124 acresa Weledey Hills Square, one of the town's principal commercid and ingtitutional cores The
park is dStuated a the western corner of the intersection of two regiond arteries, Washington Strest ( MA Route 16) ad
Worcester Strest (MA Route 9). This crossoads defines the square, with the busness and indtitutional areaa Weledey
Hills extending adong Washington Street roughly one-quarter mile to the northeest and one-haf mile to the southwest. In
1932, the path of Worcester Street was dtered to pessnorth of the Welledey Hills budnessdistrict, leaving the original
roadway, bordering ElIm Park, intact as a parkway-style aoocessramp for Route 9.

Egablished and maintained for passve recreation, Elm Pak condtitutes the largest parcd of open goecea Weledey
Hills Square Defined by Washington Street on the south and Worcester Street on the north, the park borders the
property of the Unitarian Universalist Society of Weledey Hills on the west. The Cochituate Aqueduct Linear Digtrict
(NRDIS 1990), which is associated with the Water Supply Sysem of Metropolitan Boston (NRTRA 1990), pesses across
the western end of Elm Park between Washington Strest and Worcester Street (322 enclosed assessors mgps). No
evidence of the underground agueduct is visiblewithin the park grounds. The Cochituate Aqueduct (1845-1848) a this
location is currently owned by the town of Welledey.

A focal point a the center of EIm Pak isthe Issec Sorague Memorid Tower (1928, MHC #919, photos 1-3, 5, 6),
designed by Benjamin Proctor, J., AIA of Wdledey and built by John W. Duff, Inc. of Bogton. The Georgian Revival-
syle tower isafour-sided structure of rough-cut loca fiel dstone,rising approximatdy 75' from the ground to the bottom
of the weethervane. The octagond bese is reinforced concrete with abluestone platform. Bluestone dso is usad on the
treaeds and buttress cgps of the two flights of gairs from the ground to the platform. Capping the tower is an octagond
cupola (photo 5 for detail) of dlassica design, mounted on a square basewith panded gorons and carrying a copper-clad
wood roof Abovethe main cupola isasmdler, copper-covered wood cupola with aweathervane.  Other ornamentd
features of the tower include awood batten door with overszed iron strgp hinges set within adassca surround of
Indiana limestone (photo 6), corner quoins, awood cornice with triglyph frieze, and aturned baudrede & theroofiine
with decorative ums a the corners. The tower entry faces\Welledey Hills Squareto the eedt, and the two flightsof gairs
on the bese are located on the eest and west devations (photos 2, 3, and 6). The interior of the tower contains an iron
svice dair to the top; interior walls are finished with cement parging over the gonewalls. The tower housesa bell and
clock given to the community in 1874, both of which were relocated to the new tower in 1928, after their remova in 1924
from a public school building demoalished by the town. The bell was cadt in 1874 by William Blake & Company of
Boston. The clock, which hes circular dids st in sone surrounds on all four sdes of the tower and numbers rendered in
Roman numerds, was manufactured in 1874 by Edward Howard of Roxbury (Boston).

(continued)
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Four bronze plaques were added to the tower inthe 1940s. Flanking the door are two plaques installed in 1940. The
plague to the left of the door (photo 7) notes:

THE CLOCK AND BELL IN THIS TOWERMWERE FRESENTED IN 1 874 BY/JOHN W. SHAW/'TO
THE TOWN OF NEEDHAM/FOR THE VILLAGE OF GRANTVILLE'/AND LONG SERVED IN THE
PUBLIC/SCHOOL WHICH CARRIED HIS NAME./TO HISMEMORY AND THAT OF "THE
LITTLE/GROUP OF GOOD CITIZENS OF THE | 860SYAND 1 870'S TO WHOM WE OWE SO
MUCH"/THIS CLOCK TOWER WAS ERECTED BY/PUBLIC FUNDSIN 1928

The plague to the right of the door (photo 8) reads:

THISTABLET/ISTO THE MEMORY ORBENJAMIN FROCTOR, R, A.l.A./(1878-1939)/WHO
DESGNED THISMEMORIAL TOWER/MHIS TASTE AND SKILL IN/ARCHITECTURE DID MUCH TO
BEAUTIFY/THE TOWN OF WELLESLEY IN WHICH/HE LIVED FOR MANY YEARS

Two plaques were installed on the tower in 1948. The plague over the entry records the name of the
structure:  1ISAAC SPRAGUE/MEMORIAL TOWER. On the rear elevation of the tower (photo 9), the last
plaque states:

NAMED IN MEMORY OHISAAC SPRAGUEA DEVOTED CITIZEN/TO WHOSE VISON AND
GENEROSTY/HIS HOME TOWN/OWES MUCH OF ITS DEVELOPMENT/1860-1934

Deciduous trees line the Worcester Street (north) and Washington Street (south) frontages of EIm Park, as well as the
western property line with the Unitarian church. Scattered deciduous and evergreen trees dot the turf. Trees bordering
the Worcester Street frontage are planted in large bedsthat include plantings dominated by rhododendrons and yews,
with smaller numbers of juniper, ilex, and euonymus. These plantings provide a buffer from highway trafficon
Worcester Street and serve to screen the elevated portion of the highway immediately adjacent to the park. Also
bordering the Worcester Street frontage is ornamenta iron fencing (ca. 1932, photo 3, foreground). Additional planting
beds, in which rhododendron dominate, frame the base of the Isaac Sprague Memorial Tower, as viewed from
Woashington Street. Other border plantings of low deciduous shrubs and annuals frame components of the pedestrian
circulation scheme. Since 1957, the Hills Garden Club of Wellesley has collaborated with the town's Department of
Public Works inthe design, planting, and maintenance of Elm Park.

While the western end of EIm Park is largely turf dotted with trees, the eastern end of the park, closer to Wellesley Hills
Square, displays a concentration of pedestrian-oriented improvements. A pedestrian path (ca. 1908, sse sketch map,
photo 10) through the eastern third of the park, crossing southwest to northeast from Washington Street to Worcester
Street, is afeature surviving from the park's earliest days, appearing in early 20"'-century postcard views. This path
passesin front (east) of the Isasac Sprague Memorial Tower (1928). Today, the path is surfaced with brick pavers. About
midway acrossthe path, directly infront of the tower, isan elliptical brick patio (photo 4, see sketch ma®, photo 10)
constructed since the mid-1980s. The patio features an iron, pedal-operated drinking fountain (early 20' century, photo
4), manufactured by Murdock Manufacturing & Supply Company, of Cincinnati, Ohio. The original location of the
drinking fountain within the park has not been determined; site plans for EIm Park that date to the period of significance
(1908-1955) have not been located.

(continued)
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Since 2002, the town of Welledey, through the Department of Public Works, and in conjunction with the Hills Garden
Club of Wdledey and the Weledey Rotary Club, hes enhanced the gppearance and function of ElIm Park with
improvements to pedestrian access, lighting, fencing, and plantings. These recent improvements do not compromise the
historic integrity of EIm Park. A pair of six-foot high sone pillars (2004, photo 4, center background), designed and built
by John Guigli, hes bean ingtalled to creste aformal pedestrian entranceto the park fronting Welledey Hills Square A
brick and cobblestone wakway a the entrance draws pedestrians onto a second brick patio (2004, photo 4, center
background), where a granite surface medallion of aclock face shows the time of 4:06 with the inscription TOMN CF
WELLESLEY EST APRIL 6, 1881, areference to the date and timethe town was established. Eighty feet of omamentd iron
fencing (2004, photo 4 background), with the sone pillars, marks the park entrance. A lighting sysem ingtdled in
October 2004 illuminates the four sides of the clock tower, the insde of the cupola, and lanterns on top of the entrance
pillars. Contemporary ornamentd iron and wood benches of Victorian design are scattered throughout the park,
principally dong Washington Street, on the elliptical patio infront of the tower, and on the new (2004) patio & the
entrance opening onto Welledey Hills Square. Ficnic tables dso are scattered throughout the park interior. Flans for
future landscape improvements include the instalation of ornamentd iron fencing and additional border plantings a the
western end of ElIm Park, to better definethe park boundary a that location and to unify the western and eestern ends of
the park.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American sites are located on the EIm Park property, sites may exist. One diteis
located inthe genera area (within one mile). The town of Wellesley is located in the greater Boston locale and
Charles River basin, a known locus of ancient Native American settlement. I n general, however, environmental
characteristics of the property do not represent locational criteria(slope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands)
that are favorable for the presence of ancient sites. Soil strata inthe park were disturbed by construction of
hotel, stable, and related facilitiesin 1808. The hotel and stable were demolished in 1908 after their purchase by
the town. The park areawas subsequently filled and graded. Extensive subsurface disturbance aso resulted
from construction of the underground Cochituate Aqueduct inthe western end of the park between Washington
and Worcester Streets. Given the information presented above, the relatively small size of the park (1.24 acres),
the soil classification of the park area as urban land, and the lack of natural wetlands within 1,000 feet of the
park, alow potential exists for locating significant ancient Native American resources inthe park.

A low to moderate potential aso exists for locating significant historic archaeological resourcesinthe park.
Structural evidence of the EIm Park Hotel, stables, outbuildings, and occupational related features (trash pits,
privies, wells) may surviveinthe park area; however, many of these resources were either buried and protected
by filling after they were demolished or they were destroyed by grading. Archaeological evidence of
construction features and active portions of the Cochituate aqueduct should aso survive. Structural evidence
may aso exist from structures and objects built for the maintenance and operation of the park after 1908. For
example, apedal-operated drinking fountain originally existed within the park; however, its location has not
been determined.

(end)
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8. statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for thie criteria qualifying tfie property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location,
C a hirthplace or grave
a cemetery.
a reconstructed building, object, or structure,

a commemorative property

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Norfolk, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Community Planning and Development

Social History

Period of Significance
1908-1957

Significant Dates

1928 (construction of clock tower)

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Proctor, Benjamin, Jr. Howard, Edward

Blake, William, and Company

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National
Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
X Local government
University
_ Other
Name of repository:
Wellesley Free Library, Town of Wellesley
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Narrative Statement of Significance

A wel-presarved public park & Welledey Hills Square, FIm Park, 105 Washington Street, Welledey (1908, photos 1-10,
se ketch map), hes provided vital open goace inahistorically congested busnessand institutiona certer for neerly a
century. Unlike other town parks established in Welledey inthe late 19" and early 20" centuries, redized through gifts
of land from prominent citizens, EIm Park was created through the combined efforts of busness leeders, local resdents,
and the town of Wdledey. The Georgian Reviva-style Iscec Sorague Memorial Tnwer (1928, MHC #919, photos 1-3, 5,
6) a the center of the park isaunique structure in Welledey. Designed by locd architect Benjamin Proctor, ., the
tower was built to housethe first recorded giftsto the town, abel and clock donated by John W. Shaw, chairman of the
committee that brought about Welledey's incorporation in 1881. Taken together. EIm Park and the Issec Sorague
Memoria Tower illustrate village improvement in Welledey, accomplished through civic involvement and long-term
recognition of the community's history. Retaining integrity of location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, feeling,
and association, EIm Park and the Issec Sorague Memorid Tower meat Criteria A and C of the Nationa Regiger of
Historic Haoces & the locdl level.

Weéledey isone of 14 towns created from the Dedham Grant (1636); the town's northern border incorporates a
sgmat of the 17"-century boundary between Dedham and Watertown. Pat of Dedham's common lands in the
17" century, by the early 18" century the territory dso included mill sStes on Lake Waban in the southwest part
of town and the Charles River inthe northeest part of town (present village of Lower Fals). Welledey
condtituted the northwest section of Needham from the time of Needham's incorporation in 1711 to Welledey's
incorporation as a sgparatetown in 1881. Upon its separation from Needham and incorporation as atownin
1831, Weledey had a population of over 2,500 residents, more than one-haf of Needham's original valuation of
over four million dallars, four-ninths of the original town's 15,000 acres, an average schoal enrollment of 500,
and atax rate of $9.50. Aside from milling activity, the town's economy was besad primarily on agriculture and
grazing, plus somewinter lumbering. [MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report; Hinchliffe, 51; Wdledey Post Card
Album; Wdledey Residentia Properties Survey, Narrative History, 6-9]

Weéledey Hills, formerly North Needham, was known prior to separation &s the village of Grantville, named for
Moses Grant, avillage property owner and civic activist. Encompassing the largely residential eestern end of
town, Welledey Hills developed acommercid and ingtitutional focus & the intersection of two regiona arteries,
Woashington Street (Route 16) and the Boston & Worcester Turnpike (1807-1810, now Worcester Street, Route
9). Thevillage had agtop on the Boston & Worcester Railroad (opened 1834). The Shaw Schooal, 7 Forest Stret
(1854, daosed 1911, demolished 1924), a the corner of Washington Street, sarved as a community meeting hall.
Both the Congregational and Unitarian societies established churchesin the village. The areds attraction ssa
suburb of Bogton became evident inthe years prior to the Civil War, and its perceived sdubrious climate drew
convaescing consumption patients and summer visitorsfrom the third quarter of the 19* century through the

(continued)
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early 20" century. Accessibility to Boston and surrounding communities viathe railroad, and to a lesser extent
via the Worcester Turnpike, generated growth, principally inthe form of land speculation, which began in earnest
in the third quarter of the 19" century. In 1853, Danidl Ayer of Lowell began developing Bostonville, the town's
first large-scde resdentid subdivision, over three hundred |ots on approximately two hundred acres between
Fores Strest and Welledey Avenue, situated midway between the villages a Grantville (Welledey Hills) and
Weéledey (present Weledey Squarevicinity). Ayer's subdivision, which targeted the Boston working dass,
proved unsuccessful. By contragt, the Welledey Hills residentid community by the late 19" century
encompassed edtate and middle-cdlass suburban development, principaly on Washington Street and connecting
roads. Around the turn of the 20™ century, gradud dissipation of loca industry and improvementsin
trangportation, namely the addition of dreet railway lines in 1896 (on Washington Street) and 1903 (on
Worcester Street) to the Boston-bound passenger railroad dready present through Welledey Hills, fuded the
village's continued development as a suburban community, centered on Welledey Hills Sqguare [MHC
Reconnaissance Survey Report; Wedledey Residential Properties Survey, Narrative History, 7-9]

The nasoent town of Welledey established a Pak Commission in 1888 for the purpose of managing the town's
open land. Welledey's principal benefactor was Horatio Hollis Hunnewell (1811-1902), an investment benker
and railroad entrepreneur whose Washington Street estate (NRDIS 1988) supplied the namefor the new town. In
addition to the Town Hall and adjoining public library building, 525 Washington Street (1883/1885, NRIND
1976), Hunnewdl and his heirs donated nearly 35 acres of land to the town in four gifts medefrom 1887 through
1916. ["Giftsto the Town"] These actions established a precedent for subssquent gifts of land from individuals
for park or municipa purposes, approximatdy 90 acreswere cornveyed to the town by 1920.

While mogt parks cregted in Welledey before 1920 were established through gifts of land to the town, EIm Pak at
Weéledey Hills Square was created through the combined efforts of busness leaders, loca resdents, and the town of
Weéledey. A hotd occupied the park ste from 1808 to 1908. Calvin Fiske and David Smith buih the hotd adjacent to
the Bogon and Worcester Turnpike (1807-1810), now Worcester Street (Route 9). The hotd logt its turnpike-oriented
budgnessfollowing the arrival of the Bogton & Worcester Railroad in 1834 and the subsequent decline inturnpike travel.
John W. Shaw & ds. acquired the parcd from the City of Bogton in 1856. In the conveyance, the city resarved the right
to enter the property and dig up the land for any purpose connected with the repairing, care, managament or sfety of the
Cochituate Aqueduct running benegth the parcel. The conveyance prevented the erection of any permanant structures
with 29 feet of the conduit.' By the late 1850s, aday and boarding schoal known as the EIm Park Ingtitute occupied the
hotel, and later the building was operated as "a gented boarding house" Under the ownership of Elisha Livermore, the
hotd was renovated in 18383 and renamed the Elm Park Hotel, becoming a popular country resort for summer visitorsto
Weéledey, accessible by the dectric sreet railway lines down both Washington Street (Route 16) and Worcester Strect
(Route 9). In the first decade of the 20" century, however, the hotel was once again indecline, a"ramshackly structure"
with wooden fire escgpes on the sde devation facing Welledey Hills Sguare ["Elm Pak Hotel" newspaper clipping.
EIm Pak file, Weledey Historical Society; "Plan Showing Elm Park Property” with remarks on Shaw acquisition]

(continued)

The sedtion of the Cochituate Aqueduct (NRDIS'TRA) that pesses through the town of Wdledey is now onned by the town.
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Efforts to securethe EIm Park Hotel property for use as a public park were initiated in 1907. John D. Hardy, presdent of
the Hills and Fdls Village Improvement Society, observed ina period account:

The man who workswith his hands, as well & every one dse in Wdledey, is anxious to
e the village improved by making this little park. Any one who comesto Welledey by
trolley from Bogton first redizes that he hes arrived when he reechesthe square @ the
Hills, and we don't want the visitor to get any impression that he is not inthe most
beautiful village in Massachusetts. ("Beauty-making a Welledey Hills")

The Village Improvement Society appointed a committee to ascertain a purchase price and raise the necessary money.
The suggested price, described as "prohibitive," caused the committee to sugpend itswork. The following year, word of
a pending change in the control of the Livermore esate prompted swift action to preserve the property for publicuse In
amove to savethe hotd property "from the business useswhich its prominent location would invite," Hardy and fellow
Welledey Hills resdent Issec Sorague purchesad the parcd from the Livermore estate for $20,000, with the intention of
holding the property until sufficient funds could be raised to trandfer title to the town. Half the purchase price was to be
rased by subscription, with the remaining haf to be funded by atown appropriation. Benjamin Curtiswas chairman of
the committee of 25 individuals who secured subscriptions;, Clarence Alfred Bunker was treasurer. A fundraiser & the
hotd on 13 May 1908, known as the May Bregkfast, atracted over 700 attendees, with a menu of corn cakes bacon, fried
eggs and fish balls. On 25 May 1908, Town Meeting voted unanimoudly to appropriate $10,000 to purchesethe
Livermore property for the purpose of establishing apublic park. ["Beauty-making & Welledey Hills" newgoaper
clipping. ElIm Pak file, Welledey Historical Society; Weledey Post Card Album, 52; Annual Town Report, 1908] The
town's Park Commission completed the acquisition subject to aocessto the Cochituate Aqueduct beneeth the park.
[Welledey inventory/Natura Resources Commission]

Once the town of Welledey acquired the Elm Park property,”™ the hotd and adjacent stable were removed. The town
redized dmost enough money from the sale of the buildingsto pay for the filling and grading of the park, and the grading
was nearly completed before the ground became frozen. Inthe spring of 1909, grading was finished, dong with planting
and seeding. Rhododendrons donated to the town by Mrs. Everitt . John, formerly of Grove Street, were planted.
"'Superb specimens' of piceapungens (Colorado spruce) evergreenswere contributed by Dr. Hetcher M. Abbott, a
member of the Pak Commission. The following November, bulbs were planted inthe grass and borders, with bulbs
planted annudly thereafter. Frank D. Cavanagh, the town's superintendent of parks, supervised the ground crews
working on Elm Pak and other park properties under thejurisdiction of the Paok Commission. [Reports of the Park
Commission, 1908-1910]

A forma landscgpe design scheme does not gppear to have bean employed in the laying out of ElIm Park. A period
newspaper account written during the fundraising effort noted that George M. Babson, a Welledey landscgpe architect,
hed volunteered to lay out the park free of charge, but no further mention of his connection to the park, or Babson's
career, has bemn located. ["'Beauty-making a Welledey Hills' newspaper clipping. EIm Pak file, Welledey Historica

(continued)

It should be nated thet the "notch” of land a the northwest comer of the BBmM Pak propearty was nat oavned by the Livermare family
ad wes nat pat of the parod conveyed in 1908 to the town of Wdledey.
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Society] Landscgpe plans for the park during the period of significance (1908-1957) have not been located, exoept the
1912 detail plan noted below. Two early 20"-century postcard views of the park show an expandve lawvn dotted with
mostly deciduous trees, a screen of deciduous and evergreen trees a the western end (near the Unitarian church
property), and planting beds of shrubs and flowers dong the Worcester Streat frontage, [post card file, Welledey
Historical Society] Some treeswere newly planted; others were mature trees that gopeared to have bem in place a the
time the park was established. In itsyear-end report in 1909, the Park Commissioners noted:

EIm Pak ssamsto fit admirably into, and form a part of its environment. Its groups of
trees and shrubs, its green turf and direct walk, will, we hope, commend itto our
towngpeople rather than amore daborate digplay of landscape gardening. [Report of the
Park Commission, 1909]

From itsearliest days Elm Park was intended to provide open goace inwhat was generdly conddered abusy and densdy
devedoped busnessdistrict a Welledey Hills Square. The convergence of two regiona arteries - Washington Stregt and
Worcester Strest - a the square, the operation of dectric streetcars on both roadways, and the presence of a watering
trough for horse teams a the center of the sgquare, created traffic congestion. The original narrow point a the eesten end
of Elm Park, nearest the square, was described as "an awkward, and a times when passengers are waiting for or entering
or leaving the electric cars, adangerous corner.” In 1912, after sudy by the Park Commission and the Board of
Sdectmen, ashort roadway weas built acrossthe point of EIm Park, producing the rounded corner that survives today.
The remainder of the point was reconfigured as an "idand of safety," preserving a 28-foot dm tree and a rdlocated
fountain. [Report of the Sdectmen, 1912, includes detail plan of improvements a this corner only] Thetrafficidand was
removed a an unknown date. The rounding of the corner reduced the sze of EiIm Park from itsoriginad 133 acres
(57,965 quare feet) to the present 124 acres.

EIm Pak garnered little mention in annud reports of the Park Commisson from 1912 to 1928, Encompassing just over
one acre, the park was one of fourteen parks and landscgped triangles, totaling about 50 acres, owned and maintained by
the town of Wedledey by 1912. The generosity of the Hunnewd | family hed set a precedent in Welledey for subsequeant
giftsof land to the town for park or playground purposes, particularly before 1920. Parks crested during the same period
& Elm Pak include Shaw Park, Laurel Avenue (deeded 1900, 047 acres); Hunnewell Playground, Washington Street
(desded 1902, dso known as Hunnewell Fied, saventeen acres); Sawvyer Park, Forest Street and Weledey Avenue
(deeded 1912, one acre); and Ware Park, Washington Stret (desded 1917, 0.75 acres). Paks st asdefor public usein
new residential subdivisionswere the twin parks a Abbott and Livermore Roeds (desded 1904 and 1912, 0.64 acres
total), and the area known as Indian Springs, located & Hillside Road and The Waterway (desded 1909-1910, 3.82 acres).
["Giftsto the Town," Annual Town Report, 1955; Wdledey Residentia Properties Survey, Narrative History, 9-10] Of
these, it gopearsonly ElIm Park involved the coordinated effort of the citizenry to secure a park for the town.

The principal focusof the Park Commission in the first quarter of the 20™ century was the development of Fuller Brook
Parkway, now known as Fuller Brook Park or Path, alinear park that connects and defines severd residentia
subdivisons in the south-central section of Welledey. In 1899, Town Meeting appropriated $25,000 to acquire ad
develop land dong Fuller Brook as aparkway. Within the first ten years, the town had acquired about 75 acres and

(continued)
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11,500 lined feet of brook. Inthe 1910s the Park Commission supervised condderable drainage of svamp aress dong
the brook, in preparation for construction of avehicular parkway through the area. Inits 1915 annud report, the Park
Commission encouraged the town to begin the construction, building a part each year for anticipated completion within
fivetoten years. Atthe time, the town's holdings extended from Maugus Avenue via Caroline Brook and Fuller Brook
to Cottage Street. Had the parkway congtruction been redlized according to the Park Commission's timetable, Welledey
would have boagted one of the earliest automobile parkways inthe nation. Though the town acquired additiona land
from Cottage Street to the Dover Road vicinity in 1920 and 1925, completing the present pededtrian landscape
connection, plansfor the automobile parkway were dropped by the late 1920s [Welledey Residential Properties Survey,
Narrative History, 9-11; Reports of the Park Commission, 1910-1930]

The need to find a suitable location for Welledey's Shaw clock and bell led to construction of the clock tower & Elm
Pak in 1928. In 1924, the town of Weledey demalished the former Shaw School, 7 Forest Street (1874-1875, dosd
1911), located & the corner of Washington Street. The clock and bell on the school building were gifts mede to the
village of Grantville (how Welledey Hills) by the Honorable John W. Shaw (1818-1896). A red etate devdoper, Sawv
sved as charman of the committee that brought about Welledey's separation from Nesdham and incorporation as a
town in 1881. Heresided for many yearsat the EIm Pak Hotel, formerly on the park site.

Asthe first recorded giftsto the town, the Shaw clock and bell hed acquired some significance by the mid-1920s,
paticularly inlight of the 50" anniversary of their donation to the community. The clock was mede by Edward Howard
(1813-1904) of E. Howard Watch & Clock Company in Boston. He was gpprenticed to Aaron Willard, J., ngghew of
Simon Willard, the earliest clockmaker in Massachusetts. Inthe 1840s, Howard started his own clock factory in
Roxbury, moving briefly to Watham and returning to Roxbury in 1857 to dart another factory known & the E. Howard
Clock Company. The clock mechaniam was electrified a alater date. Howard continued to meke clocks and wetches
under various company names until his retirement ca. 1881. The bell was cagt by William Blake & Company of Boston.
The company, which operated from 1869 to 1890, isthe successor foundry to both Henry N. Hooper & Co. (1830-1868)
and Boston Copper Company (1823-1830). Paul Revere 111, John W. Sullivan, and William Blake had operated Bogton
Copper Company, where Henry N. Hooper hed served as agent. [Welledey inventory; Weledey Post Card Album, 67,
Young; E. Howard Watch & Clock Company history; Hooper/Blake index]

On 9 January 1928, Town Mesting voted to appropriate $12,000 for the erection of aclock tower and the instalation
therein of the Shaw clock and bell. The gppropriation was to be expended under the direction of acommittee of five
gopointed by the Moderator. Members of the Clock and Bell Tower Committee were Issac Sorague, Holker Abbott, John
B. Hopkins, Brainerd L. Bates, and Richard Henry. Sprague, Hopkins, Bates, and Henry were Welledey Hills resdents
employed inthe financial, legal, and publishing fieldsin Boston. Abbott was an artist residing on Linden Strest. [Annual
Town Report, 1928; Welledey directory, 1927] Benjamin Proctor, J., AlA, aresdent of Weledey Hills snce 1912 ad
amember of the Pak Commission since 1925, wes sdected &s the architect of the tower. The contractor was John W.
Duff, Inc. of Boston. Issac Sporague, chairman of the Clock and Bell Tower Committee, contributed sonesfor the
congruction of the tower and fill for the areaaround the base Grading and seeding around the clock tower was
completed in 1929, as well as planting of evergreen shrubbery a the base, undertaken by Paul Dove under Proctor's
direction. A flagpolea Elm Park was rdocated to Ware Park adjoining the Hills Branch Library on Washington Street.
[Report of Park Commission, 1928, 1929; Welledey building permits, Welledey inventory; Proctor obituary]

(continued)
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Benjamin Proctor, J., AIA (1878-1939), architect of the clock tower, was active in Welledey's planning and zoning
affairs. Inaddition to being a Town Meeting member, he sarved on the Park Commission for fifteen yearsand the Board
of Appeds for twenty years. Proctor gpprenticed inthe Bogton firm of Chapman and Frazier. He desgned many houses
in Wdledey and other Boston suburbs, including Fisher Hill in Brookline, as well as on Cape Cod and in New York. His
work in Wdledey included the Kingsbury School, Seaver Stregt (1924, MHC #415); the Wedledey Hills Trust Company
Building, 342 Washington Street (1928, MHC #415); the Bdvedere Apartments, 336 Washington Street (1930, MHC
#414); the Perrin School, Thomas Road (1932, cdlosed 1981, burned 1984); and the Warren School, 90 Washington Stret
(1934, dosed as aschool 1986, extant). Proctor dso designed buildings for Roger Babson, founder of the Babson
Ingtitute of Welledey (later Babson College), anong them an officebuilding; the Welledey Community Playhouse, 370
Washington Stregt & Forest Street (1921); and housssfor Babson and his daughter, Mrs. Window Webber. [Proctor

obituary]

With the completion of the Elm Park clock tower and associated plantings in 1929, no major changes were mede to the
park during the remainder of the period of significance. In 1932, through-traffic on Worceser Street (Route 9) was
routed to anew roadway that passed behind the business blocks fronting the north side of Welledey Hills Square This
congruction left the original path of Worcester Street, bordering Elm Park, as an accessroad for locd traffic. There isno
indication in town reports that the highway congtruction required changesto Elm Park. Continuing problems with traffic
congegtion and automoabile parking a Welledey Hills Square led the town to file abill inthe Legidature (enacted into
law as Chapter 551 of the Acts of 1941), allowing the town to use park land to construct aroadway across Elm Park, with
the gpprova of Town Mesting. The proposed road congtruction was voted down by Town Meeting in 1946, and the
integrity of theorigina park footprint, & modified in 1912 a the eegtern corner, is presarved today. A bus shdter wes
added to the eegtern corner of Elm Park in 1942; the shdter was removed during landscape improvements in 2004.
[Report of Park Commission, 1941, 1942, 1946; Wdledey Post Card Album, 55]

Four bronze plagues on the clock tower were ingtdled inthe 1940s. In 1940, following the degth of Benjamin Proctor,
J., architect of the tower, acitizens group donated the two memorid tablets flanking the entry. These plaquesrecord the
contributions of John W. Shaw and Benjamin Proctor, J. to the tower's significance and design. In 1948, two additiona
tabletswere inddled - over the entry and on the rear dlevation of the tower - to recognize the contribution of Issec
Sorague (1859-1934), chairman of the Clock and Bell Tower Committee. Henceforth, the tower was known formally as
the Iscec Sorague Memoria Tower. [Report of Park Commission, 1940, 1948] Sorague was a prominent Weledey ad
Boston banker who aso provided the sonesand fill during the tower's construction. Asaloca red etate deveoper,
Sorague created three land trusts in Welledey between 1900 and 1903, The largest of these, Maugus Red Edae Trud,
was associated with the completion or new devdopment of saverd Welledey subdivisions, among them Bevedere
Edates (from 1909), lower Edmunds Road (from 1924), and portions of Atwood Street (1913/1922). Sporague's other
achievements in Welledey include devdopment of the Daniell land off Oakland Street (from 1901), the Mcintosh land
off Sylvester Terrace (from 1909), Eaton Court (1906-1907), Marvin and Amherg Roads (1923-ca. 1933), and Audubon
Road, whichwas underway a the time of his degth. [Welledey inventory]

In the first decade after World Waer |l, severd changes were medeto the organization of the park-maintenance functions

within Welledey's town government. During that period, the work of the Park Commission fell into two divisions, the

presarvation and devdopment of park lands, and the administration of the use of park lands by individua citizens or
(continued)
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groups. A vote of Town Meeting in 1946 established acommunity Recreation Department to operate in conjunction with
the Park Department under thejurisdiction of anew five-member Pak and Recrestion Commission. The vote dso
cregted anew town position, Superintendent of Parks and Recreation, which was held by Britton F. Boughner until his
degth in 1952. By the late 1940s town properties maintained and improved by the Park and Recregtion Commission
through the Park Department totaled 166 acres, including Fuller Brook Parkway, and the bathing beach a Morses Pord
(not technically park land but maintained by the commission). The commission dready was working in cooperation with
Welledey's garden club by the 1950sto beautify parkland, particularly public squares and traffic circles, and this
arangement continues today with the involvement of the Hills Garden Club of Welledey inthe design, planting, ad
maintenance of ElIm Park. [Report of the Park Commission, 1946; Reports of the Park and Recreation Commission, 1947-

1955]

Following avote of Town Meeting in March 194 to creste a Board of Public Works, the maintenance and congtruction
of park and playground aress in Welledey was transferred to the Public Works Department.  The former Park Department
and Tree & Moth Depatment were dissolved, and their operations combined as the Tree & Park Division of the Public
Works Department. Also created wes the position of Superintendent of Public Works, held by Horace S Egtey. [Report
of the Superintendent of Public Works, 1955]

Today, ElIm Park is managed by the Natural Resources Commission and maintained by the Park & Highway Division of
the Department of Public Works and the Hills Garden Club of Welledey. The Park & Highway Division maintains all of
the town's parkland, conservation land, and other open goaces, encompassing 255 acres of active recregtion aress and 642
acresof passve recregtion arees In addition to Elm Park, passive recreation aressinclude severteen other parks, six
conservation reservations, three walking paths or parkways, the Town Forest, grounds & Welledey's three libraries ad
the police gtation, ten municipal parking lots, seventy-fivetraffic idands throughout the town, and severd traffic idands
on Worcester Street (Route 9).

Recert improvements a Elm Park (2002-2005) have been underteken by the Department of Public Works, in cooperation
with the Hills Garden Club of Welledey and the Wdledey Rotary Club. These improvements have utilized Community
Presarvation Act funding as well as private funds. Two sone pillars, designed and built by loca resdent John Guigli,
have been condructed to create aformal entranceto the park from Welledey Hills Square. A circular brick patio just
indde the entrance featuresa granite surface medallion commemorating Welledey's incorporation as atown. Border
plantings are the work of the Park & Highway Division and the Hills Garden Club, which cdebrated its 50" anniversary
in June 2005, and hes taken an active role in the design and planting of Elm Park since the organization's founding.
Lanterns on the gone pillarswere illuminated as part of arecently-ingtaled lighting system for the park that focuses on
the clock tower. The lighting project is funded by Community Preservation Act monies as well as donations and
contributions obtained by the Welledey Rotary Club. The Rotary Club cdebrated its 100" anniversary in February 2005.
["Hills Garden Club of Welledey hes bean hard a work;" Natural Resources Commission minutes, September-October
2004]

The National Regiger nomination for EIm Park and the Issec Sorague Memoria Tower is funded by a Community
Preservation Act grant obtained by the Welledey Historical Commission, with the cooperation of the town's Natural
Resources Commission.

(continued)
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Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information related to the growth
and operation of 19" century tumpike trangportation and lodging, late 19" century education, and early 20"
century recregtiond activities. Documentary research combined with archaeologica survey and testing can
determine whether structurd evidence of the Elm Park hotel, stables, outbuildings, and occupationd-rdated
features survive their demolition in 1908-09 and subssquent grading and filling of the park. Important evidence
may exist that documents architectura features of the buildingsdescribed above and structura changes that
occurred as their function changed from aturnpike-related hotd to the Elm Park Institute, aday and boarding
schoadl inthe late 1850s, a"gented boarding house,”" and renovation to the EIm Park Hotdl in 1883. Detailed
anayss of the contents of occupational-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) combined with sructurd
evidence, may contribute important evidence related to the activitiesand living conditions at the hotel/school
and how they may have changed under different ownership and from the eariy to late 19" century.

Archaeologica resources may aso contribute important information related to the design, condruction,
maintenance, and operation of the EIm Park from the early to mid 20" century. Site plans that date to the park’s
period of sgnificance (1908-1955) have never bean located indicating the importance of historical reseerch and
archaeologica testing in documenting landuse patterns within the park and the location of the park's structures,
objects, and landscagpes. Research indicated above, combined with careful mapping, can help recondruct the
park as it was built in 1908 and changesthat occurred through the mid 20 century.

(end)
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Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Wellesley
street & number 525 Washington Street telephone  (781)431-1019
city or town Wellesley state MA zip code 02482
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10. Geographical Data
Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nominated property is shown on the accompanying Town of Welledey assessors mgos (mep 64 ad
mep 74).

Boundary Justification

The boundary encompeassesthe parcd continuoudy assodiated with Elm Park since its establishment in 1908,

(end)
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Additional Documentation - Photographs

Historic Name: Elm Pak and Issac Sorague Memoria Tower

Location: 305 Washington Street, Wdledey Hills (Welledey), MA
Photographer: Kathleen Kelly Broomer

Dae October 2004

Location of Negatives Welledey Higtorical Commission, Town of Welledey

Photo 1 View northeast on Washington Street Sde toward clock tower and Welledey Hills Square
Phaoto 2 View eedt from western edge of park toward clock tower and Weledey Hills Square
Photo 3 View southeest of clock tower (north and west devations) from Worcester Street.

Phato 4 View northeast from elliptical patio/drinking fountain toward Welledey Hills Square
Photo 5 Detail, clock tower cupola, south and eest elevations.

Photo 6 Detail, clock tower entry, east eevation.

Photo 7 Detail, bronze plague in memory of John W. Shaw, left of clock tower entry.

Photo 8 Detail, bronze plague in memory of Benjamin Proctor, ., right of clock tower entry.
Photo 9 Detail, bronze plague in memory of Issec Sprague, reer (west) eevation of clock tower.
Photo 10 View of pedegtrian path and elliptical patio in front (east) of clock tower.

(end)



Elm Park & lsaac Sprague Memorial Tower
Welledey (Norfolk), MA

Data Slieet
Mao/Parcd VIHGH Higtoric Name Address Dae yle TypeSatus
Maps 64, 74 Elm Park 305 Washington &. 1908 SI/C

Parcel 58
(aka Clocktower Park)

919 1928 Georg. Reviv. S/C
Issec Sorague Memorid Tower
ealy 20" c. ocC
drinking fountain
2004 2 0/NC
gonepillars(2)

Note landscgpe festures such & fences peths and the patio have nat bean counted separatdy from the Ste known as EEm Park.

Number of resources contributing: 1 dte, 1 dructure 1 object (3 totd)
noncontributing: 2 objects (2 totd)

Phao

1-10

1-356
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By 1908 the EIm Park Hotel (& Washington Street and the Worcester Turnpike)
in Wellesley Hills Square was 100 years old. having been built to serve the stage-
coaches on the new Worcester Turnpike. After the railroad came tliroiiiih in
1834 .35. the hotel fell into disrepair, becoming a tavern, boarding school. t)oard-
ing house and ccnmtiy resort. In May 1908, 700 turned out for a "May Bri-aklasl"
of corn cakes, bacon, fried eggs and fishballs to raise funds toward the .”*20.000
needed o purchase and tear down the hotel. Citizens were trying to give visitors
the impression that "one is in the most beautiful village in Massachusetts,"”
Looking west on Washington Street (below), one can see the Natick & Cochituate
trollev coming toward the Wellesley Hills stop in front of the Codwise house, now
278 Washington Street. Elm Park is on the right.



Elm Park ns it looked from 1908 to 1928 before the clock tower was built.
Landscape plans were developed in 1909 to include a lawn, with gifts of trees and
rhododendrons as well as attractive flower beds. On the left is Washington Street
anri on ihe right the Worcester Turnpike. The Wellesley Hills Unitarian Society
(below) was established in 1871, The present stone church was constructed in
1H87 rhe most recent addition was built in 1960.
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusatts Historical Commission

April 13,2007

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief

National Regiger of Historic Haces
Depatment of the Interior

Nationd Pak Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW, 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed please find the following nomination form:
EIm Pak and Issec Sorague Memoria Tower, Welledey (Norfolk), MA

The nomination hes bean voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Siate
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commen.

Ore letter of support hes been received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

encdosure

cC. Kahlean Kely Broomer, consuitant
Linda Butfum, Wdledey Higoricd Commision
Katheriiie L. Babson, J., Chair, Board of Sdedmen
Rick Brown, Flanning Director

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.gatema us'mhc
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September 8, 2006
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Massachusetts Historical Commission AP% 520071
220 Morrissey Boulevard mt
Boston, MA. 02125

Dear Commission Members,

The Wellesley Board of Selectmen would like to inform your Commission that despite
the recent closing of the Wellesley Hills Branch Library due to budget issues, we fully support
the nomination of this building to the National Register of Historic Places. This lovely little
building, designed in 1927, is a treasure in our town and this distinction is one we would be
proud to have bestowed upon it. This building was the first building constructed to be used as a
branch library in our community.

At your request, we are also, for the record, fully in support of the Clock Tower/Elm Park
nomination jointly submitted by the Wellesley Historical Commission and the Wellesley Natural
Resources, Commission.

We look forward to the spring of 2007 when we understand these nominations should be
on the State agenda for review.

Very truly yours,

Katherine L. Babson, Jr., Chairman
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