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The Old Town Hall of Enfield is a rectangular-plan, two-story, clap-
board sided frame building constructed in the Greek Revival style
of architecture, It is set upon a low, brick foundation and has

a medium-pitch temple style gable roof. The main(east) elevation

is dominated by a full-height pedimented portico supported by four
fluted Tonic colums of wood. A three-part entablature of the
Classical order, constructed of wood and consisting of a moulded
cornice, plain frieze, and moulded boxed architrave, surmounts the
colums. A moulded and boxed raking cornice of wood appears on the
pedimented end gable, and wood corner pilasters frame the main
elevation. Fenestration in the main elevation consists of central
double~doors on the ground floor enframed by a decorative wood
frontispiece, The central entrance is flanked by two single door-
ways of smaller proportions which are surmounted by single transom-
lights and enclosed in similar frontispiece treatment. 4 six-over-six
light double-hung sash window is centered over the main entrance in
the second story. The treatment of this window suggests it is a
survivor from the original plan of the 1774 meeting house and was
not Greek Revivalized in the 1848 "modernizations".

The side(north and south)elevations are identical in treatment. Fach
elevation is sided in clapboard and divided into five bays. The
entablature treatment duplicates that of the main elevation, including
the design and application of the roulded wood corner pilasters.
Fenestration in the side elevations are six=over-six light double~
hung sash type throughout, and appear to have been neglected during
the 1848 modifications. The rear(west) elevation is clapboard sided

in its entirety, and includes a nmoulded wood raking cornice with
partial cornice return. Fenestration includes two unembellished single
doorways in the second floor spaced near the ends of the elevation,

A companion doorway is placed slightly off-center in the ground

floor. Access to these rear entrancewsys is provided by an iron
balcony which is of 20thm~century design.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Old Town Hall of Enfield was the primary locus of commnity
life from 1775 until the 1920's. It is a landmark building and a
focal point on Enfield's main street, and is a reference point
in the village,

The Old Town Hall was built between 1773 and 1774 as a meeting house
for the First Lcclestiastical Society. It originally occupied a

site across Enfield Street from its present location.l In 1848,

the building was moved to its ocurrent site and set upon a low,

brick foundation. The meeting house was moved to open the view

of a larger church, the Fourth Congregational Heeting House,

which occupied the rear of the lot. The prevalent Greek Revival
treatment, added to the meeting house at the time it was moved,

was an attempt to update the styling of the building in accordance
with the Classical tastes of the period.

According to town records, the First Ecclestiastical Society
elected to build the meeting house in May, 1772, and ordered the
duplication of the plan of the meeting house at East Windsor,
Connecticut. The Society selected a local craftsman, Isaac Kirby,
to build the meeting house from vernacular materials and to
"complete it with stepstones". Kirby began building in the
summer of 1773 and finished the meeting house before New Year's
Day, 1775.2 Although the Greek Revival modifications partially
obscured the original work, it may be assumed that Kirby erected
a relatively austere rectangular-plan frame meeting house, which
in its simplicity was quite adaptable to the later treatment.
Hirby's original design included a steeple and weather—cock, Tt
is not known if these elements were removed in the 1848 work.,.

Although the Old Town Hall is no longer used for town meetings
and offices, the building has been leased and stabilized by the
Enfield Historical Society who plan to restore the building as
a community center, The historical fabric of the structure is
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