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The Rittenmeyer House, built of brick on a stone foundation, is believed to have 
been built in the mid 1870's. The house has two sections: a 35' x 14' two-story 
main block, and a 1^ story kitchen wing at the rear, to which an enclosed frame 
porch has been added. The gable roof of the main block is very low-pitched, 
the ridge running parallel to the front facade. The roof of the kitchen wing 
is a broad, high-pitched gable, set at right angles to the main roof. The main 
roof has wide, horizontal eaves supported on paired pendant brackets. Across 
the front is a wooden porch with slightly sloping roof, supported on very slender 
turned posts with rather lacy brackets. A "frieze" below the porch roof displays 
an open, geometric pattern, as did the porch balustrade (no longer extant). 
Windows throughout the house are very plain, with flat stone lintels on the front, 
and narrow sills, There are two brick chimneys,-one toward each end of the 
main roof.

The house has a center-hall single-pile plan, each room 14' x 14', with kitchen 
and bath at the rear. The upper floor is similarly arranged.

At the rear of the small lot is a frame garage with gable roof and tongue-in-groove 
siding. It is later than the house, but does not detract from it.

The house is located in a residential area on the northeast side of Iowa City. 
Behind the house is a public school building, and a short distance to the 
west is a small park, historically known as Market Square. The architectural 
environment of the area is quite'mixed, ranging from mid-19th century brick 
and ftame houses to very recent ranch-style residences.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rittenmeyer house is locally significant as a well-preserved example 
of a typical, mo.dest,. residential structure from the mid-19th century. 
Its traditional form (single pile, center hall plan) is enriched and 
brought "up to date" by the decorative character of the cornice with 
its bracketted eaves. The porch, with its somewhat unusual geometrically 
patterned frieze, is the nicest and most distinctive feature of the 
house, although it may have been a slightly later addition (a similar 
feature is found on a house in the Woodlawn Historic District, which 
dates from the late 1880 f s). The house is not unique in Iowa City, 
but is one of the simpler, more restrained examples of its type. 
It lacks the elaborate window hoods and broad cornices which are 
in many cases prominent features of this house form in the city.

The property was acquired in 1875 by F.X. Rittenmeyer (also spelled 
Rettenmayer, Rettenmeyer). Rittenmeyer was born in Bavaria in 1820. 
He came to the U.S. in 1849, and arrived in Iowa City in 1856. He 
owned a lumber yard for many years, and was an active participant 
in Iowa City real estate speculation.
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