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Elmwood Hall was built in 1818 by Thomas Carneal who, 
earlier had built the first brick house in Covington.

two years

Elmwood Hall sits high above the Ohio Rover. It surely was 
built for a River Captain for the cupola and railed walk atop 
the house give an unexcelled view up and down the Ohio River 
for many miles.

Each facade of the house is given special treatment but the 
most important one (north) faces the River. A broad and intri­ 
cate fan-lighted, double doorway with delicate reeded side 
lights and carved trim looks out over high steps toward the 
River.

On either side of the house is an indented porch with six slen­ 
der round columns and turned railings. The street front of the 
house has two separate doorways./On this one facade the window 
and doors have had some Victorian trim added.

The roof of the house rises evenly from all sides to the edge 
of a large flat area on the crest. This area is surrounded by 
a railing which matches those of the poaches. In the very cen­ 
ter is a eight-sided cupola which gives access to a stairway 
leading down into the house.

In recent- y>ears the shouse- has -b-een 'used commerically by the 
Thomas Candy Company. Mr. Don Thomas, owner, has a great feel­ 
ing for ith-e 'house and ha-s; always taken extra pains to protect i 
in every way. A protective floor has been laid over the ori- 
ginal wid^ei ash- .floors' to protect them from machinery and from 
traffic wear. All of the interior woodwork and doors are intac 
and the original fan-lighted windows and mouldings have been 
carefully protected.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

S
TJh£mas Ca rnea 1 , the builder, was one of the founders of
Covington,/and during his career built only four houses, so far 
as anyone knows, but each was a real jewel! of architecture. 
He was able to combine features and elements from many differen 
styles and make them usable and attractive in a single composi­ 
tion.

One can only wonder why Carneal built these houses and if he 
ever had a client or if each was built for himself. This house 
and the one on Second Street in Covington's Riverside Area have 
much in common but yet are different in feeling. Each in its 
own way is the manor house of its area.

Ludlow had in its earliest days a very elaborate master plan 
and was offered as a model : type commuriity to attract a very 
high type resident. Perhaps Carneal was trying to set the stan 
dard for the development by bu i 1 d rricj thirs beau t if u 1 house . He 
was more successful in Covington than in Ludtow if this were 
his plan. But whatever the case may have bee'n,^ he left two of 
the most beautiful houses in Kentucky as records of his genius

f

Thomas Carneal later served in the Kentucky Legislature.

Elmwood Hall's most noted owner was William Bullock who later 
founded the Picadilly Museum in London.

At a sti11 1ater date 
Ludlow, son of one of 
for whom the town was

Elmwood Hall was the home of Israel 
the founders of Cincinnnati and the famil 
named. J:
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National x '(Tj S;t«rte JQ( Local Q
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