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1. Name of Property
historic name Aiitioch School
othor names/site number District #20 School: ("NeHBS iLADOO-140"

2. Location

street & number MA tjiinot for publication
city, town Pauline Ix 1 vicinity
state Nebraska code NE county Adatfts code nn1 zip code fiSQfis

3. Classification

Ownership of Properly Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[ 1 private (Xi build!ng(s) Contributing Noncontributing
{x\ pubiic-iocal Q| district 4 buildings
I 1 public-State . sites
LZJ public-Federai m $ 2 e structures
;_ jl nglé%tture objects
£ Total
llama of relatecj muitipis property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
NA listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

AJ tne desig.nated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
no'Tiina'.ion CZirequest for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
NatiOQ.ai negisier of Historio®Piaces and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

rrly Pravpitbn pKjT'ert/CXJ meets i |1 does not meet the National Register criteria. [ZIsee coniiiwtion sheet. ., L.
N NN
NAALANAAM JNANMAW
S'tgpitts cf certifying otffeiai Date

/rector, Nebraska Stace Historical Society
Stafe or Foderal agency aid bureau

In my opinion, the property [ZI meets [Udoes not meet the National'Register criteria. LTIsee continuation sheet.
Signatura of commenting or othsr official Date
State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Nationai Park Service Certification
|, hereby, c-inii-y that this property is:
E entered in the National Register. .
L J See continuation sheet. I A
L J determined eligible for the National
Regi.ster. LZ) See continuation sheet.
UJ determinsd not eligible for the
National Register.

I 1 removed from the National Register.
I 1 other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Education/school Cn-i“Prnmor. t /InT.7n g>iip hgll

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation 'Brirlf
Other: Vprnamlar Viall fypo wallS KrT

roof Wood/shingle
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

e il

The Antioch School is a one-roanred brick rural schoolljouse, constructed in
1902 and prom nently located on an Adans county hillside in so\ith-central area
of Ifebraska. I naddition tothe school house, thiencfiiinatioi'i ixicludes several
rel ated resources on the school house grounds wfiichal so exhibit high historic
integrity andenhance the understanding of the buildinginitssetting. The
nom nation consists of tlie follCl/zing: four (4) contrib ating buildings—hbe
school house, two (2) frame privies, located onthe north a soutii sides of the
school, andone (1) stormcellar, directly vrest of school's nain entrance.
Contributing structures include the followi ng playgroiand eqaipjrent: one (1)
see-saw sw ng corrbinaticnunit, cind one (1) merry~go-ro'jnd.

The oneroan red brick Antioch School is-iocated five iri.les southeast cf
Pauline (uniiicorporated), Adans Comty, in the south central Nebraska plains
area; the Nebraska/Kansas border i s approximely 30mles tothe south. Hhe
one story vemacul ar school house, constructed in 1902, lias a hipped roof with
wooden shingles. The central doorv;ay i s located in abrick vestibule whd.ch
has a tower topped witli adistinctive pyramdal roof. Storage sheds are
synmstrically located on each side of the vestibule andare later additior.s
{1930's). Three wi ndows, evenly spaced ten feet apari:, arelocated on both
the north and south vralls. Abrick chimmey i s located on the nortii side of
the building. The main classroomarea neasures 22 feet inwdth and 33 1/2
feet in length. O.ig.inal beaded wainscotting is intact onallinterior walls.

[3 See continuation sheet
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Al though the building i scategorized as "other" for style, a school house
architectiire typol ogy was devel oped by Andrew Gulliford i nAnerica' s Coiintry
Schools (1984). Gulliford identified several general categories of school house
architecture: folk vemacul ar, mass vemacul ar, and architect designed includ-
ing those fron available publishedplans and nore rarely, designs by ccannis-
sioned architects. The present nomnation representsa modification of
(Sulliford's typology to provide a nore acciorate eval uation of school house
architecture that includes consideration of both the interior and exterior,
I'he divergence frcan Gul liford' s typol ogy then, does not place classification
priority on exterior appearances. Accordingto Gulliford, "folk vemacul ar"
includes | ogor sod structures, while "nmass vemacul ar" was enployed to de-
scribe the preval ent one room franme rectangular rural school house; Although
school house exteriors reveal an obvious difference between, for exairple, sod
and frame, such structures—particularly one roomrural school s—eften share
the sane form CSiaracterized by a single room with teacher's desk at one
end, w ndows on both sides of the building and a centiral doorway, these
school s, v*ether sod, | og, or frame are nore accurately categorized as the
"Vemacul ar Hall type" (Jyturphy, 1988).

Gulliford' s school house classification also distinguished between architect
desi gned, or designs inspired by available school house plans. A second type
of school house, v*ich utilizes such interior features as ventilation ducts for
air circulation, and nodemheatingand |ighting, will be categorized as a
"Modem School facility." The nmodifiedclassification of school house archi-
tecture into "vemacular hall type" and "nodemschool facility" permts the
eval uation and analysis of one roommral schools regardless of exterior

bui l ding materials. The Antioch school, for exaitple, which replacedearlier
structures of sod and frane, gives tlie extemal appearance of a modem school,
influenced by available tum of the century school house plans. The interior,
however, reveals that the building i sessentially identical toits predeces-
sors with one central rocm and no "nodeny ventilation, heating, or lighting
systens.

Wien t he Antioch School was under construction i n 1902, the Department of
Public Instruction pix)lished a report entitled School Buildings and G ounds i n
Nebraska. Wittenby State Superintendent WIliam Fow er, the bookdescribed
existing school houses iJiroughout tte state and provided pl ans and reccranenda-
tions for modemschool buildings and grounds. As reportedby Fow er, there
were 6, 773 school houses (botJi urban and rural) throughout the state i n 1902.
| he majority of these buildings were constructed of wood—5,831 —v*ile 464
were built of sod, and 320 were brick. The book provided recotitiendations and
plans for all aspects of school houses: building form ventilation, interior
arrangenent, and the organization of exterior space such as appropriateloca-
tions for trees and shrubs, outhouses, and playground equi prent.
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(e of the nost typical school house forns, according to Fower, was the two-
by-three plan, characterizedby "width two-thirds of the lengtJi, a single room
witJiout entry or vestibule, two or three widely separated wi ndows i n each
side, and a door inthe center or one end" (p. 11). The nmin classroom area
of the Antioch school measures 22 feet inwidth and 33 /2 feet inlength,

al most perfectly conformng to the 2-by-3 plan. The door i s centrally placed
and there are three windows spaced ten feet apart on both the north and south
wal I's. The Antioch School also has a vestibuletopped by a tower with a
distinctive pyramdal roof. Extemally, the school exhibits the appearance of
a "nmodemschool facility." The interior, however, reveals that the heating,
lighting, and ventilation systens are characteristic of the ol der, vemacul ar
hall type. Although the school's constiruction of red brick nmay represent
"moderni zation" incorparisonwith a sod or frane stincture, tdeschool's form
and mechanical systens remain the sane as earlier schools.

The Antioch school house grounds, through |ater modifications, are nore charac-
teristic of "nmodemschool facility" design standards. TW frane privies are
| ocated slightly west of the school, one to the far north and the other tot#ie
far south as proscribed by School Laws of Nebraska for 1901 (Fower, p. 54).
A stormcellar isalso located on the schoolgrounds, directly west of the main
entrance. Geat Plainsstates are known for their violent storms, especially
tornadoes, and storm cellars were ccranon features not only for school grounds,
but for farnsteads as well. [lirmediatelysouth of the school house are two

pi eces of playground equiprment. While the swing-slide see saw unit and merxy-
-go-round probably date to a later time than tde 1902 constructionof the
school house, they are of a historic nature and contributeto the overall
integrity of the property. The Antioch school was abandoned for several years
after the last classes were held i n 1964-1965. Since the 1970's, however, the
Little Blue Township has used the school as a township hall.



8. Staement of Significance NN RKD

Catifying officid hes conddered the sgnificance o this propaty in rddion to other propaties
I | netiondlly | | datewide fy~l locdly

Applicable Nationd Regider Criteria | |A | IB faC | ID

Criteria Condderdtions (Excepions) CHA QC LUE
Areas of Sgnificance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Sgnificance Sgnifica.nt Dates
iEm2r-CLu_L915 1012
Architectune c 1935
Cuiturd Affiligtion
NA
Sonificant Person Architect/Builder
NA Jacksonf George (hin'idpr)

State sgnificance o propaty, and judify criteria, ariteria congderations and aress and periods o Sgnificance noted above
The Antioch School i ssignificant under Criterion C as a well-
preserved example of theone room rural schoolhouse property
type i nNebraska. The building's hillside setting, playground

. Aquipmsnt, privies, and storrr; cellar contribute tothe overall
A integrity of thebuilding initssetting. Under Criterion C, the

I'e Antioch School signifies thetypical stylistic devalopment cf

e« many rural Nebraska schools. I n Adanms county, and other areas of

.o thestate and t he Great Plains, schoolhouses were initially sod

. structures, replaced with frame gable roof buildings, whichin

. ; turn were replaced with buildings influenced by available schccl-
house plarTS. Externally, thered-brick Antioch School, <con-
structed i n 190E, has t ne appearance of a .-Dodern scf-sool th.at

. L. utilized turn of thscentury ventilation, heating, and lighting
systems. Internally, however, thebuilding represents a one room

vernacul ar hall type school house distinguished from its sodand
frame precedessors by itsredbrick construction material. 1 n e
this sense, thebuilding i stransitional, between the earlier

. vernacular form and t he new modern types. The school grounds .

however, fulfill thedesign standards of a modern scnooi facility
with properly locatea frt3rrie privies, storm cellar and playground
equi pment . The period of significance i sderived from the ori-..
ginal construction data of theschooi (190S) through c¢. 1935, the

construction date inclusive of all contributingbuildingsand
N e structures.

Rural schools, as Andrew Gulliford has stated i nhis book,
Ameiri_ca”s Countr'Z Schecg | 5 (198"") were t henorm '

throughout theUnited States until World VWar Il (p. 113).
According to Gulliford's research, i n 198" approxi mately
835 one-teacher, rural schools were still i nuse throughout

the United States; of that number, 360 were i n Nebraska

(p. 113). A gradual decline i nthenation's rural population

and theconsolidation of school districts has resulted i n ..
the abandonment and |loss of many of these buildings;

[xISee continugtion shest
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i 1See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

I ipreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested Q State historic preservation office
I Ipreviously listed in the National Register ! 1 Other State agency
I Ipreviously determined eligible by the Nationai Flegister [[] Federal agency
rn designated a National Historic Landmark r_J Local government
I ]recorded by Historic American Buildings ru University
Survey » e other
i lrecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property 2 acres

UTM References

A1~ 1 i51519i7i3i0i 14i416i918i2,0]j 1L
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
c T N S R R O A pL~ 1 !1L 4, C

I 1 See continuation sheet

Verbal Bounaary Description

The 2 acre parcel of land i sdescribed as the extreme northwest corner of the nort:hwest
quarter of Section 25, Township 5 North, Range 9 \-Jest, Adans County, Nebraska. The
parcel of land i srectangular, measuring 262 feet east-west, and 330 feet north-south,
with thenorthwest corner of the section as itsnorthwest corner. ;o

U J Sse continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary enconpasses al | land historically associated vjith- the property.

1 iSee continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
namefite Carol Ahlgren. Architectural Historian
organization Nebraska State Historical Society date April 13, 1988

dre & numba 1sn "R" Street telephone (402) 471-4773
city or town T,incoln state Nebraska jp code 78501
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yet remai ni ng school houses continue t obe distinct andidentifiable cultural
features onthe rural |andscape. Although Nebraska nay have a hi gh proportion
of rural schoolsstill inuse, abandoned school houses are a recogni zabl e but
finite feature onthe rural |andscape.

Abandoned school houses, as Gulliford notes, have al ways been nit)ile, especial-
ly the oneroomframe with gable roof variety. Abandoned school houses have
been noved f or reuse as farmbuildings, renmodel | ed into residences, or re-
stored for interpretive nuseuns. Sonetines t heschool house continuest oserve
a cctnnunity purpose such as Antioch'suseas a township hall since the 1970's.

Adans County School District 20 was formed on Septenber 23, 1872witht he
first district meeting held on May 8, 1873. The district was |ocated i nthe
extreme southeast comer of Little Blue Township and included nine sections
(22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 34, 35, and 36). The first classes were held i n1876
in asodstructure. 1 n1882, theschool district purchased two acres of |and
in the northwest comer of Section 25 andreplacedthe sod building with a
one-room frame gabl e roof school house, vAch was used imil 1902v”en t he
brick school house was constructed onthe site. Built by local carpenters and
brick nmason Ceorge Jackson, the one roomred brick school features a hipped
roof, vestibule andtower with a distinctive pyram dal roof (Creigh, 1972, p.
521).

Four rural Nebraska school houses have been listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. 1wo of the nomnated school houses areframe, onei s brick
and one i s stone. All have the characteristic rural school house rectangul ar
gable roof formwith gable endentrances. The Ganp Creek School (OIG0 37)
located i n southeastem Nebraska, i s a one-story rectangular brick building c.
1870 with a frame vestibule andbelfry. TheDistrict 10 School house (JFQO 36)
in rural Jefferson county on the Nebraska/ Kansas border, i s a one-rocm frane
rectangul ar building that has been used as a nuseum since 1966. The Freenan

| fonestead and School (GA3D4) i salso a frame rectangul ar one-room school,
part of the conplex of buildings and structiires that cotprise t he Benestead
National Monunent. The J. M Daniel School i n Hayes county, c. 1886, i sa
one-rocmstone, rectangular building. I nthe 1950's the building's interior
was renndel l ed for use as a residence; i ti snowused for storage. The Antioch
School representsa different school house type with its 2 by 3 form hipped
roof andvestibule tower.

Wthin the Adans county area of south central Nebraska, the on-going Nebraska
Historic Buildings Survey (NeHBS has not been ccnpleted for counties iimedi-
ately west and east (Keaney, Phelps, andClay counties). Buffalo county,

| ocated northwest of Adans county, was surveyed i n 1975-1976. At that tine,
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six extant rural schools were identified. The material and style of these
school s ranged fromone roomgable roofed frame buildings, to brick tw story
structures. In Fillmorecounty, east of Adans covinty, a one-rocmbrick

school house with a striking extemal simlarity to the Antioch school was
featured i npreviouslycited 1902 report. The school was described as a "nodel
rural school", neeting the latest ventilation, heating, and |ighting standards
(Fow er, 1902, pp. 204, 207). The building, however, has either been destroyed
or noved frcmits original location. The Antioch school, while displayingthe
ext emal appearance of a tumof-the-centiary nodel rural school, utilized the
ventilation, heating and lighting of a frane or sod school house.

At the tum of the century when the Antioch School was built, Adans county had
a total of 89 school houses (Fow er, p. 271). Al though the nunber of schools
included both urban and rural schools, the 1975-1976 NBHBS survey identified
only three extant Adans county rural school houses. (ne of the schools. Rising
Star, (ADOD?222) was substantially altered in 1961 to accommodate current
needs. The other jairal school house, Shiloh (ADXD-14) was a one-rocmfrane
gable roof building. After itslast use as a school in 1948, the building
served the township as a polling place until the md 1970's. Abandoned i n
1977, the building has deterioratedand may no |onger be extant.

According to Guilliford's school house architectural classification, the
Antioch school suggests the influence of avail abl e school house plans readily
available by md-19th century, but utilized later i nwestemstates. The
Nebraska Departinent of Public Instruction report of 1902 provided such plans,
and |ighting, ventilation, and |andscaping recomendations i nan effort to
pronot e appropriate school house design. The Antioch School initssetting with
grounds, playground equipment, privies, and storm cellar illustrates the
influence of such modem zation efforts. The building'smodernization howev-
er, islimted toitsconstructionof brick and the placenent of exterior
features such as the frame privies. In itspromnent hillside setting, sur-
rounded by frame privies, storm cellar and playground equi pment, the Antioch
school i s an excellent exanple of one roomrural schoolhouse initsoriginal
setting.
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DATE RECEI VED: 9/ 14/ 88 DATE O PENDI NG LI ST:
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Antiocli School Adams, Nebraska 88000914

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form
X_ Photographs (#3, 4)

USGS Map
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Q resubmission
e nomination by person or local government
e owner objection

im appeal
Substantive Review: e sample e request O appeal
Reviewer's comments:
Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
.Jk"substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no
7. Description
Condition Check ona
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered
cn good Q ruins altered
. fair mi unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
d|l completeness

e clarity

Q alterations/integrity
e dates

|

I boundary selection

Working No. MAY 2 4 rmQ.?
Fed. Reg.Date: .
Date Due: N[N <N~
Action: ABCEPT
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.REJECT_
Federal Agency:
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see continuation sheet
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph)

e summary paragraph
O completeness
e clarity
P applicable criteria VAN A A, JizU <NM<rh
121 justification of areas checked 0
mi relating significance to the resource
context
« relationship of integrity to significance
mi justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Ckjadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
« Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may.be directed to.

Signed. Date
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NEBRASKA STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1500 R STREET, BOX 82554, LINCOLN, NE 68501
DIRECTOR: JAMES A. HANSON (402) 471 -3270

May 16, 1988

Ms. Carol Shul
Chief of Registration
National Register of

H storic Places
1100 "L" Street, NW
Washi ngt on, D.C. EOBMO

Re: Antioch School
rural Adanms County, Nebraska

Dear Ms. Shull:

Please find enclosed the National Register of Historic
Places nomination form for the above property. This nomination

has met al | notification and other requirements, as established
in 36 CFR Part 60.

If you have any questions regarding thenomination, please
let me know.

David Murphy
Deputy State Historil

Preservation Officer
DM dbm

Enclosures

, AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER ,



NEBRASKA STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

1500 RSTRET, BOX 82554, LI NOOLN, NE 68501
D RECTAR JAMES A HANSON (402) 471 -3270

Septenber 13, 1988

Ms. Carol Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of FECEVED
Historic Places

UOO "L" Street, NW S 14198

Washi ngton, DC 20240
IMAHONAL

Re: Antioch School ARG SER

National Register Nom nation
Dear Ms. Shull:

Encl osed please find arevised copy of theAntioch School
nom nation. This copy sinmply renoves t hereference to Criterion
A as per your substantive review, and evaluates theproperty only
under Criterion Con alocal level. Statements regardingthe
school's role i ntheeducational history of Nebraska have been
retained t oenhance our know edge of t heresource.

Please give this apriority review. The owner i s anxious
to have theproperty listed t oenhance local preservation efforts.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

Janes A Hanson
State Historic Preservation Officer

JAH dbm

Encl osure

, AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER ,
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