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Located on the south side of East 16th Street in Hopkinsville, Kentucky, Lone Oak 
is the only remaining structure dating from the first half of the nineteenth cen 
tury in what is now a late nineteenth century residential neighborhood. The 
town of Hopkinsville, with a population of approximately 21,500 is the seat of 
government for Christian County located in the southwestern portion of the state.

Constructed between 1834-36, Lone Oak is a two-story, seven-bay, brick res 
idence (see photo 1). Six-over-six pane windows with jack arches pierce the first floor 
facade. The second floor window openings are the same size as the first, indicating 
these were also six-over-six originally; however, they have been altered to two- 
over-two. A full-height, pedimented portico supported by four stuccoed brick piers 
shelters the three central bays. Within its wooden tympanum is a shell design. 
Pendant-like dentils adorn the portico's entablature (see photo 2). and this 
same molding is found on the transom bar over the front door. The delicate 
entrance consists of fluted trim, narrow five-pane sidelights, and a notched- 
panel door (see photo 3). Above is a large transom consisting of two rows 
of slender, rectangular lights matching the sidelights. Corbelled brick chimneys 
rise from the east and west gable ends, and a standing seam metal roof protects 
the house. A one-story, frame ell is located on the northwest.

On the interior, the plan is unusual for structures in this area in that it embodies 
a cro:ss axis entrance hall rather than the customary central passage (see sketch 
plan). The woodwork includes fluted door and window trim with circular corner 
blocks, panelled door jambs, and raised panel doors. In the west room, the deep 
baseboards reveal raised panels. The rectangular fireplace opening has a cut- 
stone surround and a tall, graceful mantle with a shelf that continues around 
the chimney breast. Slender colonnettes on plain pedestals support the frieze 
which contains bed moldings, a central tablet, and end blocks displaying finial- 
like moldings. The east room is less formal. The mantle resembles that in the 
west room but is of a smaller scale with a plain frieze and panelled end blocks. 
Cupboards with multi-panelled doors and enframed by panelled woodwork 5(:lank the 
fireplace.

The structure is essentially intact, and the present owners plan to rehabilitate 
the house for use as a restaurant. *

The nominated acreage consists of the approximately one-quarter acre lot on 
which the house rests.

* In order to comply with the present regulations, the rehabilitation will involve 
the installation of modern conveniences, new electrical and plumbing systems, 
and the addition of a door on the second floor rear elevation. The kitchen 
will be located in the frame ell.
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Judge Joseph B. Crockett

Lone Oak, located on 16th Street in Hopkinsville, Kentucky 
was constructed by Judge Joseph B. Crockett (1808-1884) when the community of Hopkinsville 
was still considered a frontier area. Crockett was a prominent lawyer and politician 
who served Christian County for many years in local and state government. Later, Lone 
Oak became the home of James F. Buckner, a well-known Whig and close associate of Kentucky 
Senator Henry Clay. Buckner was responsible for nominating Clay for the presidency 
at the Baltimore Convention in 1844. Architecturally, Lone Oak is one of the best preserved 
of the surviving examples of Greek Revival style in Hopkinsville.

The paternal grandfather of Joseph B. Crockett, of the same name, (1742-1829) served as
a Colonel in the Revolutionary War. After coming to Jessamine County in 1784 he was
appointed United States marshall for the District of Kentucky by President Thomas
Jefferson. Crockett represented Fayette County in the Virginia Legislature from
1786 to 1790 and also in the Kentucky Legislature beginning in 1972 through 1795.
Under Kentucky's first Constitution, Crockett was elected Senator and served as magistrate
of Fayette County simultaneously.

His grandson, Joseph Crockett, was born in Jessamine County near Union Mills in 1808. 
Several years later his family moved to Logan County where they lived for many years. 
After attending the University of Nashville for a year, Joseph began reading law with 
Charles Morehead who became Governor of Kentucky in 1855.

In 1832 Crockett purchased 5 1/4 acres of land? which was part of the original land grant 
of Bartholomew T. Wood who founded Hopkinsville in 1797. Coincidentally, the same year 
he was elected to the Kentucky Legislature. Lone Oak was begun in 1834 and Joseph and 
his wife, the former Caroline M, Bryan, moved in the following year. About this time 
Crockett was reelected to the Legislature and two years later appointed Commonwealth 
Attorney for Christian County.

Sometime in 1840 Joseph Crockett moved his family to St. Louis where he practiced law 
and became editor of The Intelligencer, a local newspaper. He served the public for the 
last ilme in 1868 when he was appointed to serve as Chief Justice of the California 
Supreme Court. Joseph Crockett retired in 1880 and passed away four years later.

The Crockett family sold Lone Oak to Tandy H. Trice in 1843 and the property changed 
hands many times after that.

James F. Buckner, a former law partner of Crockett's, purchased Lone Oak in 1845.
Buckner received his education from Transylvania College, graduating in 1836.
After his partnership with Crockett dissolved, Buckner was elected to the Kentucky ?-
Legislature and made Speaker of the House of Representatives in 1847. Eight years
later he was elected to the State Senate. A strong Union man during the Civil War,
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James Buckner was outspoken in his views. On two occasions Lone Oak was 
threatened by angry, torch carrying mobs, protesting Buckner*s Unionist 
leanings.

After 1865 when James Buckner sold Lone Oak for $7,000, the property changed 
owners many times. However, none had impacts on Kentucky like those of Joseph 
B. Crockett and James F. Buckner.

GPO 892 455
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