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Statement of Significance: (Reference names, dates, events, areas of significance/study

unit themes)
Date of Construction: 1898-1899

Architect/Builder: W, W, Felton
Historical Significance:

The residence at 314 North 2nd Street is associated with North Yakima's earliest developmentperiod (1885- 1900). Proper-
ties in North Yakima Section 19, Township 13, Range 19 were platted February 29, 1985. Homes in this section of Yakima
bordered downtown and catered to owners= whose business or place of work was in town. This house is significant as an
excellent example of the "Queen Anne" style built at the turn-of-the-century by architect;i;ho were beginning to
establish businesses in Yakima) for upper-income families in business and professions. The Miller House represents
the larger, two-story residences built in the "Queen Anne" style in Yakima for affluent families. 1Its size, interior,
carriage house and site make this the most outstanding house of its style in an area where prestigious homes have been
razed for commercial construction. The north corner of the front elevation was originally constructed with a conical
roof to give the appearance of the typical "Queen Anne" tower. This roof detail was removed sometime after 1909; the
porte cochere was also a later addition. The "Queen Anne" stvle appears in the hipped roof and projecting bays with
gabled roofs. The Free Classic influenced s prevalent throughout the residence in the "Tuscan" columns, pedimented entry,
and colossal pilasters.

Additional Dng:rlpton of Physical Appesarance & Significant Architectural Features:
(Architectural significance; can include interior & site features; address integrity
issves specifically)

The Miller House at 314 North 2nd Street is a two story wood frame residence with attic. The building exhibits Queen
Anne influences of projecting bays in square, rounded and angled forms with recessed windows set in shingled gables and
with decorations in the "Classical" style. The building is organized around a square plan with hipped, wood shingled
roof having projecting bays with gabled roof and a hipped porch and "porte cochere" supported by unfluted "Tuscan”
columns with capitals and bases. The building has clapboard siding and engaged piers at corners, a decorated frieze
with garlands and wood shingles within the gabled ends. The focal window is formed by a projecting bay with curved
window of 1/1 lights. The rounded front bay (east) is repeated above with curved windows and two leaded glass side-
lights flanking the central fixed unit. A carriage house is located at the rear with hipped roof with vent cupola.
This 1 1/2 story building has clapboard siding with shingles in gable ends. Some landscaping has given way to a parking
area along north side. The integrity of this building is maintained. The portion of the vard paved for parking does
diminish the sense of the setting for the original design. The interior retains many of the original residential
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Site Name: Alexander Miller House

2’:::; Smith, Scott & Mazzola Law Office Date: 7/19/86

Statement of Significance (continued):

This residence is also significant for its association with Alexander Miller, one of Yakima's most prominent citizens.
Miller immigrated from Sweden and came to Yakima in 1887. He purchased the Yakima Milling Company, a flour mill and the
only roller mill in the county. In 1907, he and his brother, John, built Yakima's first modern office building, the
Miller Building (razed 1986), and in 1910 built the Commercial Hotel. Miller became vice-president of the First
National Bank and the Sunshine Mining Company. He was a director and organizing member of the Yakima Valley Transporta-
tion Company. The Miller s made large donations to construct the YMCA and YWCA, Yakima Valley College and Yakima
Memorial Hospital. In 1937, Alexander Miller was recognized as "Yakima's Number One Citizen". He built this residence
in 1898-1899 and lived here until his death in 1941. His third wife, Lila J. lived in the house until 1969 when she
died at the age of 102. The house was purchased by the law firm of Smith, Scott, and Mazzola for their offices.

Additional Description of Physical Appearance & Significant Architectural Features {continued):
details even though the home has been converted to law offices. Original wallpapers and tapestries are found in the
entry and dining room. Oak paneling, beams, turned railings, and. fireplace hearths remain intact.

Total contributing buildings: 2 (carriage house and house)
noncontributing buildings: 0



