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Addr ess 181 Cedar Avenue

Historic feme "Bend of t he Lane"

Wse: Present residence
Original residence/farnstead
DESCR PTION
Dat e ca. 1740
Sour ce Luther Famly i n Arerica (1976)
Style CGeorgian vemacul ar
Architect unJoi own
Exterior Wl Fabric shingle
Qut bui I di ngs bam(late 19thcent.)

Maj or Alterations (with dates) ™ear el |

(ca. 1850), southw ng (late 1920s)

Condi tion excel | ent

Moved no Dat e

Acreage approxi mately 4 acres

Setting Located i n thebend of Gedar
Avenue, a secondary route between
Snansea Center and Touisset. Raral
residential area.

Recorded by Doodson & Travers/ K. Fl ynn/Broom

Organi zation Saansea Hi storical Conm ssion

Date 1978/ February 1986/ Novenber 1989



NATI ONML REQ STER ORI TER A STATEMENT (if appli cabl e)

"Bend of thelane", 181 Cedar Avenue, retains integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, worknmanship, and association. As avemacul ar Georgi an house routinely
expanded during its continuous association with dairy farmng i nSaansea over two e
centuries, 181 Cedar Avenue meets Criteria AandConthelocal level.

ARCH TECTURAL SIGNFI CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate intermnsof
other buildings within thecommunity.

Avernacul ar farmhouse, 181 Cedar Avenue i sarchitecturally inportant i nSaansea as an

excel | ent exanpl e of the 18th-century farmstead that has been continually enlarged and adapted
to meet theneeds of its owners. The house was constructedi nthree stages fromca" 1740

to thelate 1920s/early 1930s. Thenain block (ca. 1740) i sa 2"-story, double-pile, gabled
structure oriented south; i ti sunclear whether theoriginal facade of t he house was four or
five bays i nwidth. Alater brick chimmey pierces the southerly slope of theroof near the
eastern end of t he bl ock. Doubl e-hungw ndows contain 88 sash. Qnhthenorth sideisa 1"-
story gabled ell (ca. 1850) with steeply pitched roof that rises tomeet theridge of thenmain
block. Wndows i ntheell containb5/6 sash. Thefinal addition i sthesouth wing, formerly

a three-bay half house, with gable roof, end-bay entry, and 12/12 wi ndow sash. The entrance

in this wing, nowthemain entrance tothehouse, i sundistinguishedexcept for trellis panelse
(ca. 1930) toeither side that sinulate anenclosed porch.

HSTCRCAL SIGNFICANCE Explain the role owners played i nlocal or state history and how t he
building relates tothedevel opnent of the community.

Thi s house has a continuous association with promnent farmers i nSaansea. Harl owLut her

is recorded as thebuilder of thehouse i n1740. Luther was a farmer and dairyman who | ocat ed
his house at t he bend i nCedar Avenue, formerly known as Cedar Lane. Owners i nthe 19th
century includeVictor Gardner of thew dely known farmng famly that settled primarily on
on Gardner's Neck, and Philander WIbur, a promnent Snansea resident who continued the dairy
business, raising cattle andselling mlk. Thebamwas originally used for dairy operations,
housi ng machinery for processing themlk- For awhileinthemd-20th century thebam
served as agift shop.

In its present massing andorientation thehouse illustrates changing functional and
aesthetic preferences onthepart of thefarms owners. Constructed as a typical 2J5-story
gabl ed house with facade oriented south, thehouse was expanded with the addition of al”-story
gabled rear ell ca. 1850. Wth theincroduction of mechanical heating, the southerly
orientation of thehouse becane | ess of apractical concern, andthelate 19th-century
construction of thebarn reoriented thefunctional focus of thepropertytotheeast toward
Cedar Avenue. I nthelate 1920s/early 1930s, t he 17-story gabled wing was grafted onto

the house's fornmer facade; whether theoriginal facade was five bays or four bays, as seen at
262 Cedar Avenue (MHC#113), has not been determned. The neww ng, actually ahalf-house,
had been noved fromthe ol dWIliam Buffington homestead ont he east side of | ower Cedar
Avenue. On that property, this detached half-house had been known as "t heol dhouse"; a

md 18th-century date i s likely..

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

History of Smansea, 1917. (0.0. Wight)

Bristol County records, Taunton, andRegistry of Deeds, Fall River.
Luther, Leslie. TheLuther Famly i nAmerica. 1976.

Hel en Pierce, Saansea Historical Society, interview, 11/809.
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Prcfperty Name 181 Cedar Avenue

Indicate each item on Lnventory form which is being continued below.

Architectural Significance (cont'd)

The property includes an intact shingled bam in good condition, one of the best preserved
late 19th-century bams in Swansea Situated north of the house immediately adjacent

to the street, this 1”M-story bam retains a square louvered cupola at the roof ridge ad
vertical board sliding doors opening out to Cedar Avenue.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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