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Town Ar l ing ton , MA 

Address 275 Broadway 

Historic Name Damon House 

Use: Present_ 

Original 

Residence 

Residence 

DESCRIPTION: 

Pate (.̂, i8̂ Q 

SKETCH MAP 
Show property's location in relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
all buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection. 
Indicate north. 

Source Parker's History of Arlington 

Style Greek Revival with I t a l i a n a t e 
additions 

A r c h i t e c t Unknown 

Exterior wall fabric Clapboard 

Outbuildings two apartment buildings s i t 

behind the house 

Major alterations (with dates) ca. 1875; 

entry updated, side wings, fence and 

retaining wall added; two modern brick 

AT>&7tmtit biogug ar rear of lor ea. 1930. 
Moved No Date N/A 

Approx. acreage less than one acre 

Setting The house i s surrounded by a 

Granite retaining wall and fine 

wrought-iron fence. 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe iniportant architectural features 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.) 

This fiVe-bay, central entry house has the broad band of unadorned t r i m emphasizing i t s 
cornice that t y p i f i e s most Greek Revival-style buildings. Two chimneys behind the ridge 
and a pair'of dormers, both o r i g i n a l features of the house, surmount the lowpitched roof. 
B u i l t ca. 1850, the Damon House was remodeled ca. 1875 i n the I t a l i a n a t e style. At that 
time, a double entry, capped by a small but elaborately detailed bracketed hood, and side 
wings, were added. A fine wrought-iron fence and granite retaining w a l l , both i n a w e l l -
preserved state, also date from t h i s period. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

Although lo c a l t r a d i t i o n has ascribed t h i s house to Rev. David Damon, architectural 
evidence indicates that i t was most l i k e l y b u i l t j u s t a f t e r Damon's death i n 1843. Rev. 
Damon was Minister of F i r s t Parish Church i n Arlington Cent esr-. and i t i s iirobablg ,ihat he 
owned the land on which the Damon House s i t s . His descendants owned t h i s property u n t i l • 
the 1940s. The house had a large orchard behind i t . 

During the Second World War, si x t y f r u i t ' t r e e s were uprooted to make room for a community 
Victory Garden. Today the former orchard i s occupied by two brick apartment blocks. 
B u i l t ca. 1950, the two buildings are s t i l l part of the o r i g i n a l Damon House l o t and are 
considered intrusions. 

f. • • . * 

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION • . ; ' ' •. . • 

The Damon House is an inta c t representative of the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . I t retains i n t e g r i t y 
of loca'tion, design, materials, workmanship, fee l i n g , and association. I t f u l f i l l s 
c r i t e r i o n C of the National Register of Historic Places. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Damon House (Arlington MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CU resubmission 
CU nomination by person or local government 
CU owner objection 
CD appeal 

Substantive Review: CU sample CU request 

*>*«^»<i In the 

Working No. L 
Fed. Reg. Date:< 
Date Due: V Z Z j 
Action: _JrACCEPT _ 

RETURN. 
REJECT. 

6/1985 

CU appeal 

sral Agency: 

C J NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

, see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited tjelow 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes no 

7. Description 

Condition 

CU excellent 

CU good 

CU fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CU summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CU clarity 
CU alterations/integrity "'s,.^,-
• dates 
I I boundary selection 
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8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CU clarity 
• applicable criteria 
CU justification of areas checked 
CU relating significance to the resource 
CU context 
CU relationship of integrity to significance 
CU justification of exception 
CU other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

CU Maps 
CU Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 
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Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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