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The Edwards-Swayze House, built in 1878, is a 2%-story brick residence located
on an elevated corner lot a few blocks from the Nevada central business district.
The irregular plan of the house is reflected in the roofscape, in which the
main, hipped roof is almost totally obscured by intersecting gabled masses and
dormers. Gable ends are shingled, in scalloped or imbricated patterns. They feature
an assortment of small windows -- round-arched, Venetian, semicircular -- and
decorative vergeboards. At the southeast corner is a tower with high, octagonal
roof. On the south is a polygonal window bay covered with a square, hipped
roof which is tucked up into the gable end. In the southeast corner are
enclosed porches on each story, one above the other. Both were originally
open, with wide round arches and latticework and spindle spandrels. The
lower porch still has the arches, but the upper has been modified by rectangular
windows into a solarium. The wide arch is found again in the small, square
hipped roof entrance porch.

Windows are of varying sizes and placement. With the exception of a pair 
of round-arched windows on the north side, window openings in the brick 
walls are flat-arched, with keystone hoods.

At the west (rear) is a short, two-story extension, with gable roof, which 
originally contained the kitchen and several pantries. The angle formed by 
this section and the main block is, on the southwest, filled with a 
three-sided, one-story mass with hipped roof.

The main entrance opens into a side hallway, with main rooms to the left and 
rear. The kitchen area (now a study) is at the extreme rear. Stairs to the 
second floor are to the right of the main hall. Although some rooms have 
changed functions, and the upper floor was convered in 1933 to a separate 
apartment, the interior of the house displays a variety of interesting decorative 
features. Most striking are the raised, embossed paper ceilings (Lincrusta 
and Anaglypta are'examples of this paper), with rosettes, rectangular and 
hexagonal patterns, and, on the friezes, acanthus leaves and leaflike pendants. 
The main staircase begins with a wide landing, in which is a pair of round- 
arched stained-glass windows. The oak used here is werked into panels and 
turned balustrades. Doorframes are rather plain, with narrow cornices. Many 
doors are panelled. Wainscoting in the family room is embossed paper, with 
cherry chair rails. The dining room and parlor floors are parquet, with 
geometric borders formed of varicolored woods. Walls are paper over plaster.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The architecture of the Edwards-Swayze house is vernacular, to which elements 
of Queen Anne have been added, although the style is not completely carried 
through, nor fully integrated. The Queen Anne influence is strongest in 
the roof scape, with the great height of the main hip and gable; the way 
the porches are subsumed under the gable; and in the square plan of the 
little hip which covers the more traditional form of the polygonal window 
bay. Other features of interest are the recessed semicircular attic 
windows in the gable ends, the wall dormer with its panelled frieze, and 
the notched shingling. Two features, the window hoods and the stone string­ 
course of the octagonal turret, are representative of earlier styles (such 
as Italianate or Second Empire). Of particular note, too, are the raised, 
embossed paper ceilings and wainscoting, which, although popular in their 
time, are seldom found today, particularly in the excellent condition 
exhibited here.

The house was built in 1878 for Clayton F. Edwards, a local drygoods merchant, 
His firm, Tobey and Edwards, closed in 1880 due to the ill health of one 
of the partners. Edwards subsequently moved to Kennard, Nebraska, and 
sold the house to Emma, wife of W.F. Swayze,in 1890. Swayze, who came 
to Nevada from Vinton in 1881, organized Nevada's First National Bank 
and was for a number of years cashier there. He lived in this house 
nine years, then sold it to a local attorney for $8000. The purchase 
price in 1899 is of interest, because Swayze acquired the house in 1890 
for only $3000. The $5000 difference appears to confirm local tradition 
that Swayze made extensive interior improvements, particularly the 
parquet flooring (laid by local cabinetmaker M.L. Borgen) and, very- 
likely, the embossed paper ceilings.
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