Form No. 10-300 018
(ReV:

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
- TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

HINAME |

HISTORIC ' GERLACH WATER TOWER

AND/OR COMMON
same

BALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER Main Street -

—NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CITY, TOWN

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Gerlach Nevada—-at-large
—— VICINITY OF
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Nevada 82 Washoe 031
H
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT X_pusLic —OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE -_MUSEUM
__BUILDING(S) __PRIVATE —.UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL  X_pARK
X _STRUCTURE __BOTH ‘ —_WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —_IN PROCESS __YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED X YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
, _-NO __MILITARY __OTHER:
[ 4] |
NAME Gerlach Improvement Association
STREET & NUMBER
CITY, TOWN STATE
Gerlach Nevada

. VICINITY OF

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE.,
REGISTRY OF DEEDS;ETC.

Gerlach Lease Holders Association - Map #455252

STREET & NUMBER
Washoe County Courthouse

CITY. TOWN
Reno

STATE
Nevada

I REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE none

DATE

—FEDERAL

—.STATE __COUNTY _LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY, TOWN

STATE




DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED X UNALTERED ZORIGINAL SITE
__GOOD __RUINS __ALTERED __MOVED pate_ 1909
Xrain © _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Gerlach water tower is a redwood tank 24 feet in diameter with a holding cap-
acity of 44,000+ gallons. The tank is 13 feet in depth and the base sits on heavy
timber supports 15 feet above the ground. 1In greater detail the tank may be describ-
ed as being constructed of vertical narrow redwood boards secured by round steel bands
set every 6 inches over the entire depth of the tank. The tank is topped with a con-
ical cap atop of which is a wooden finial piece. The roofing material is rolled
asphaltum.

The tank is supported by 12 fifteen foot 12"x12" timbers in the shape of a
cruciform sitting on 16'x16" timber sills. The upright supports are cross braced by
4"x9" timbers. The central 8" steel feed and discharge pipe is housed in frost-proof,
walkin box covered with clapboard. The finish of the tank and its supports is barn
red. The roof is colored green. The condition of the finish is fair. The discharge
apparatus for steam locomotive servicing was located adjacent to the tracks some 150
feet away and not directly opposite the tank.

The Gerlach water tower was built in 1909 by the Utah Construction Company under
contract to the Western Pacific Railroad Company. It was one facility among many
others of like design built for the railroad. The Gerlach tower initially served not
only the locomotives, but also the town. Gerlach was a company town at this Division
Point located in the Granite Creek Desert. A small round house, shops and attendant
facilities served the needs of the railroad until 1953.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Gerlach water tower is the only steam engine servicing tank still in use
(although not now servicing steam._ locomotives) in the State of Nevada and the last
remnant of a mainline rail division point (roundhouse, shops and attendant facilities)
of the early Western Pacific Railroad.

Construction of the tower tank was simultaneous with the construction of the rail-
road during 1906 to 1909. The Western Pacific was the last of the transcontinental
rail lines to be constructed. Location of water sources was vital to the operation
of steam equipment and service or division centers had to be located at closer in-
tervals than is now necessary with diesel equipment.

The railroad bought the town of Gerlach in 1909, purchasing a small settlement
first inhabited in 1906 in anticipation of the coming of the railroad. It was seen
as a cattle shipping point for the Gerlach Land and Cattle Company. This company
was formed by Louis Gerlach of the nearby Gerlach and Waltz Ranch before the turn of
the century. The Gerlach post office was established on October 27, 1909.

Gerlach ceased to be a Division Headquarters in 1931 and between 1945 and 1953 all
Division facilities were removed except the water tower. Transcontinental freight
trains still pass through and Gerlach serves as a switching point for the six mile
Portland Cement Company's industrial railroad that was constructed in 1922 and runs
to their plant at Empire, south of Gerlach.
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