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DAVENPORT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
IOWA DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

SITE ««9-m- 3-W1801 MAP *

HIST GIST

NAUP Zoeller Bros-Independent Malting Co. 

ADDRESS 1801 W. 3rd St._______________

LEGAL DES. Parker *s Add
SUB-DIVISION

UTM3 in I6»9i9l9i9i5ll4i5]9i9l2i8i0l
EASTIN* NONTHIN0

OWNER Y1r"lr ifl A -

1801 W. 3rd Street

TITLE H..
(IF DIFFJ

Davenport, IA 52802

DESCRIPTION

FORM 2 story, tripartite front, 9 two-window bays each side
ARCHMATERIALS brick, stone detail___________________STYLE——

c . 1895

FENESTRATION sides: segmental arches; front & front corners;wider w/splayed flat stoneeads '" ~~
DIST. FEATURES Recessed entrance w/engaged piers,entablature & 

"~"^ shcilluw uedlui
neas t* slab

SITE a RELATED Corner location in small—scale resdiential—industrial area
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STATEMENT

This is a well preserved example of a combined office-factory building from the 
late 19th century, in which the two functions are clearly indicated through 
variation in fenestration. Otherwise it has no particular architectural distinction

SOURCES



^IFICANCE
building ±s associated with the propserous brewing industry that established in 

'pavenport between the Civil War and 1900. This firm established late in the period 
and survived the longest of any of the local brewing concerns. Because of its 
longevity, its significance is increased. CO

DESCRIPTION
Ernest Jr., Herman and Charles Zoeller opened the Zoeller Brothers Malt House in the 
Black Hawk area of western Davenport in the mid-1880 f 8. By 1890 the firm had reopene 
the Black Hawk brewery which Ernst Zoeller, Sr. had operated earlier. In 1894, the 
Zoeller interests were consolidated with three other breweries to form the "Davenport 
Malting Co." Before two years had passed, however, the Zoeller Brothers had organizec 
another competing malting cpmp.any..r,j.l lndependent Brewing and Malting Company." The 
ne^plaPt* j*ti±s 'building) was"" in~tk«-west end industrial"-area. ^ In"l9l6 because &f 
state prohibition laws, Independent ceased production. Employment totaled 150 and 
the business was of a regional nature. After national prohibition was discontinued 
in 1933 and Davenport became a brewery city again, Zoeller Brewery was re-established 
Distribution of Zoeller products extended over nine states including Iowa, Illinois, 
Nebraska, Missouri, Kansas, Indiana, Minnesota, South Dakota and Georgia. Zoeller*s 
became the largest brewery in the Tri-Cities and the largest brewery in Iowa by 1941 
150,000 barrels were produced annually and 250-300 workers were employed in the 
1940's. Zoeller Brewery had its name changed to "Black Hawk.Brewery in . In 
1952 they suspended production. Uchtorff Brewing Company operated out of the former 
Zoeller f s building for the next three years but discontinued production in 1956 when 
competition and popularity of national products undermined their sales.
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Times, July 11, 1936. 
Espenshade, E.B.. "Urban Development at the Upper Rapids of the Mississippi,"

Chicago, 1944, p. 21. 
Downer, Harry, History of Davenport and Scott County, Iowa, Vol. II, Chicago: S.J.
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