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Town S p r i n g f i e l d 

^ ^ d d r e s s 266-84 Bridge S t p e ^ 

^^istoric Name Trinity BLocl< f p S ^ f i / ^ ) 

O r i g i n a l Owner -T r in i t y Methodist Churc 

Use: Present r e t a i I and o f f i c e 

SKETCH MAP 
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Original offices and stores 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1923 

Source Building permit 

Stvle 20th C. Commercial 

Architect Samuel M. Green 

Exterior wall fabric bricl< 

Outbuildings none 

Major alterations (with dates) 

storefronts mid 20thC. 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage one acre or Less 

Kecorded by Ed Lonergan^ Ed. Margo Webber and Setting Urban context; within an area 
Candace Jenkins (MHC) 
OrganizationSpringfield Historical Commission 

Date 1978 

UIM Reference: 18/699020/4663920 
S p r i n g f i e l d South Quadrangle 
Assessors' Map #309 (Staple add i t i ona l sheets here) 

of s i m i l a r l y sca led b u i l d i n g s da t ing 

from the mid -n ine teen th to e a r l y twent ie th 

c e n t u r i e s . 



• ARCHITECTUPJ\L SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and 
evaluate i n terms of other buildings within community.) 

Architecturally, the three story Trinity Block is an unusual example of early twentieth 
:entury commercial design. The facade is a colorful extravaganza of cast stone and terra 
:otta, with color used to highlight vertical and horizontal elements between major bays. The 
:ornice is an exuberance of arches, a l l based on abstracted interpretations of 
traditional dentils, keystone and other Classical motifs. Although i t s storefronts have been 
"ebuiIt, the original spacing remains as well as many of the transom details.. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

The Trinity Block possesses integrity of location, design, setting , materials and 
workmanship. Replacing the Trinity Church in 1923, i t represents the consolidation 
Df downtown Springfield as a commercial/industrial use area; i t s occupancy pattern 
rias typical small scale commercial buildings in the area. I t exhibits an unusually 
Drnate design which, atypically, uses highly colored terra cotta; this design is 
^reserved intact with the exception of storefronts. The Trinity Block meets criteria 
\ S C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

The Trinity Block occupies the site of the Trinity Methodist Church which was built 
in 1869. The church was demolished in 1922 and a mercentile and office block was 
3ui It the following year at a total cost of $125,000. Samuel M Green Co., 
a Springfield architectural firm, designed the Trinity Block. One of the f i r s t occupants 
lias the Dietz Bakery, which had merged in 1917 with seven other bakeries to form the 
"lassachusetts Baking Co.. The general offices were located in this building u n t i l the 
company was acquired by Continential Baking Company. Other tenants included a dress 
shop, tea room and fu r r i e r . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date, and publisher) 

r . I ; : 

B u i l d i n g Department, B u i l d i n g Perm i t s . 
S p r i n g f i e l d D i r e c t o r i e s , 1923-1940 

lOM - 7/82 



"NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S . fiVAIOJATION / RETURN S H E E T 

Jnn«e StatM 
tatenai Parti <«rrte« 

Trinity Block (Downtown Springfield MRA) 
Hampden County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Working H6. yA^/l^-^^l^ 
Fad. Reg. Date: 
Date Due- ^W9A^ - / v A ^ y ^ ^ 
Action: ACCEPT . , 

resubmission _L£'^tfTlJRN_£i:/±4z2'J 
nomination by person or local government R E J E C T 
owner objection Federal Agency: 
appeal 

Substantive Review: sample request appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom. /Cri ter ia 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: 

ZI techni 

cal corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussad below 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
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^21. Cutler and Porter Block ^ t j ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ f , ^ <^eper C ^ , / , . . , ^ J y ^ y . ^ „ 
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