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Town Springfield

Anddress 266-84 Bridge Stpe”

Aistoric Name Trinity BlLoclc fpSAfi/ln)

Original Owner-Trinity Methodist Churc

Use: Present retai | and office
Original offices andstores
DESCR PTI ON
Date 1923
Sour ce Buil ding permt
Stv] e 20th C Conmerci al
Architect  Sanuel M Qeen

Exterior wall fabric bricl<

Out bui I di ngs none

Maj or alterations (with dates)
storefronts md 20t hC

Moved no Dat e

Approx. acreage oneacre or Less

Setting Whban context; within anarea

of similarly scaled buildings dating

from the mid-nineteenth to early twentieth

centuries.

(Staple additional sheets here)



o ARCHTECTUPI\L SN QN FI CANCE (Describe inmportant architectural features and
evaluate i nterns of other buildings within comunity.)

Architecturally, thethree story Trinity Block i san unusual exanple of early twentieth
rentury commercial design. The facade i sa colorful extravaganza of cast stone and terra
rotta, with color used tohighlight vertical and horizontal elements between mgjor bays. The
cornice i s an exuberance of arches, all based on abstracted interpretations of

traditional dentils, keystone and other Classical motifs. Although its storefronts have been
"ebuilt, theoriginal spacing remains as well as nany of thetransom details..

HSTARCAL SSAQNFI CANCE (Explain therole owners played i nlocal or state
history and how t hebuilding relates tothe devel opnent of thecomunity.)

The Trinity Block possesses integrity of location, design, setting , materials and
wor kmanshi p.  Replacing theTrinity Chrch i n1923, i t represents the consolidation
Of downtown Springfield as a commercial/industrial use area; its occupancy pattern
ras typical small scale commercial buildings i nthearea. |t exhibits anunusually
Drnate design which, atypically, uses highly colored terra cotta; this designi s
Areserved intact with theexception of storefronts. The Trinity Block nmeets criteria
\ S Cof theNational Register of Historic Places.

The Trinity Block occupies thesite of theTrinity Methodist Church which was built

in 1869. The church was denolished i n1922 and a mercentile and office block was

ui It thefollowing year at atotal cost of $125,000. Samuel MGeen .,

a Springfield architectural firm designed theTrinity Block. Qe of thefirst occupants
lias t he Di etz Bakery, which had nerged i n1917 with seven other bakeries t oformthe

"l assachusetts Baking @.. The general offices were located i nthis building until the
conpany was acquired by Continential Baking Gonpany. Qher tenants included a dress
shop, tearoomand furrier.

BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFEHRBENES (nane of publication, author, date, and publisher)

Building Department, Building Permits.
Springfield Directories, 1923-1940
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Trinity Block (Downtown Springfield MRA)

Hampden County
MASSACHUSETTS

resubmission
nomination by person or local government

owner objection
appeal
Substantive Review: sample request

Reviewer's comments:

. fiVAIOJATION / RETURN SHEET

Working H6.

Fad. Reg. Date:
Date Due- "W9A" - [vVA~y~AA
Action: ACCEPT ) ,
_LEMFTIIRN_Ei:/+x4z22'J
REJECT
Federal Agency:

yA/\/IA_AAI/\

appeal NR decision

Recom. /Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: cal corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussad below

Zl techni
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Description

(WK1

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

alteration 8/integrity
dates

boundary selection



8. Significance

iIXWpiWi

summary paragraph
completeness
Clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

A0. Oeographical Data

larn

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

| mm nnm la
. m*tonml mmnt tosf

13. Other

Maps
." Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed ,y\'YAAyy-AA natP  /'V-A-V/AA Phone: 202 272 - 3504

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet



EXP, 1(7/31/84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number Page 3

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Downtoxm Springfield  Multiple Resource Area

Sate A
Nomination/T>'pe of Reviev/ Date/Sgnature
n21. Cutler and Porter Block ~AtjAAAA~A"Af N <Neper cr,l,..,NJy™ y."N,
Attest
J 22. Produce Exchange Building "M~ fAAANfAter fleper niuUMwWSyN
- _Attest o
o fIMbataufclaa Review determined Eligible
ox Edisonia Theater Block**~ '" = —"Qpnan —~ A
DOE/OWNER OBJECTLOIi'?
Attest
nN24. Baystate Corset Block anfereS In the hepev
iTatlonal .E6«I8t«r «
, . . Attest
, 25. Smith's Building sVigtantlve, Hevl« Keeper  huyCrAUIM 2/1"AF\
Attest
cVvV'.u -u . Uetermined ElIN"No .
n26. Y-W.CA. Buildin& firush EevieE Keeper /$2Z2 . "X N _ //'\/’_""‘_
DOE/OWNER OBJECTION AmMizym A mALinyjfA
JAMEES
.. Driscoir. Block - EAN MAP- r "Ny AN AN
Attest
00 Fitzgerald' s Stearns Entered i nthe _ AunNps
Square Bl ock Hational Begl eter freeper j XAUWA, | N I AAA
Attest
vA9.  Trinity Block Entered in the HZeeoev O(LU-rA-N-N7AN N
National HegfclW: t ! RATA ro  yh-n
Attest
30. Kellogg's Envelope Block . Keeper

Attest
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8. Significanca

summary paragraph
completeness
Ciarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked
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the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
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13. Other
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Other
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