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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Oakleigh Garden Historic District, located close to the Central
Business District of Mobile, encompasses 10 blocks of Govermnment Street,
the main east-west thoroughfare of the city, and extends two blocks to
the north and 6 blocks to the south of this street. ,

The district is primarily a Victorian neighborhood, with residences
making up the majority y of the bulldlngs. In addition to the fine examples
of East Lake Victorian architecture, are cutstanditg buildings of raised
"creole' cottage, Federal, Greek Revival and Carpenter Gothic architecture,
Qakleigh, from which the district takes its name, is the best example of

T- shaﬁed raised-cottage architecture in the state.

A major focal point for the district is Washington Square, a tree-
shaded promenade, surrounded by carefully restored homes, and illuminated
with gas lights.

Following a period of several years of deterioration, many of the
homes have now been restored to their original beauty and have been given
architectural awards by the Historic Mobile Preservation Society. Others
have been adapted for apartments or businesses with approval from the
Architectural Review Board.
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The Oakleigh Garden District is the only one of the three historic
districts in the city of Mobile to have retained its predominantly re-
sidential character. Through architectural protection, preservationists
in the city hope to prevent commercial intrusion and to make urban living
desirable near the center of the city.

The area contains numerous buildings of historic and architectural
significance which reflect the 19th century history of Mobile. Nineteen
of the buildings have received plaques from the Mobile Historic Develop-
ment Commission which deemed them architecturally significant to the
city, and three of the houses have been listed on the Historic American
Buildings Survey. The houses listed on the H. A. B. S. are the Hellen-
Croom Home, 1860, the Ludlow Home, 1863, and Oakleigh, 1833, which is

also listed in the National Register.

Originally the area encompassed by the district was part of a Spanish
Land Grant owned by Simon Farve, an interpreter to the Indians. 1In 1831
James W. Roper purchased a portion of this land and built Oakleigh, one
of the city's finest homes. Another portion of this land was bought by
Archibald Gordon, a prominent businessman who subdivided the area. 1In
1850 he conveyed to the City of Mobile all the streets running both ways
through the Western division of his tract. Square number 47 was deeded
to the city "forever to be used as a public promenade," and was named
Washington Square. There have been few alterations to this plan and most
of the homes built in the area in the 1850's still remain.

An architectural review board rules on construction and demolition
matters in an effort to preserve and create a distinctively recognizable
character within the historic districts. The Historic Development Commis-
sion promotes and encourages preservation, restoration, and homogenous
development with the historic districts through education, acquisition,
sales, aﬁ&nqunsorlng of public and private preservation oriented programs
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ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS TO CONSENSUS LIST

OAKLEIGH GARDEN HISTORIC DISTRICT

No.
No.

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

No.

9 - Correct address is 1063

21 - Correct date: 1884/1905. Description, add:
"originally a shot-gun''

29 - Demolished 1973

35 - Description, om it: ''Neo-Classic"

65 - Correct address is: 1200

89 - Description, add "Facade altered"

90 - Correct address is: 202. Description should read:
''2-story frame with 1-story porch supported by double

columns"

96 - Correct date: ''c. 1900"

1-story frame with Victorian trim

l-story frame with Victorian trim

1-1/2-story frame cottage, Classic and Victorian details

2-story frame, asymmetrical plan, 2-story porches

2-1/2-story frame Queen Anne

1-story frame cottage with Victorian trim

l1-story frame Neo-Classic

1-story frame ""Gulf Coast'' cottage, Victorian details



2 .
CHURCH (Cont.)

119, 915

c. 1900
120. 917

c. 1890
121. 919/21

c. 1900
GOVERNMENT
122, 901

1890/1910
123, 1005

1865
124. 1070

1904
125. 1108

c.1890/c. 1910
126. 1202

c. 1916
127. At Ann

1915

1-story frame cottage with bay

1-story frame cottage with pediment, Victorian trim

2-story frame Neo-Classic duplex

1-story church with basement and balcony, stucco over
brick Spanish Renaissance, George B. Rogers, Architect

2-story Florentine Renaissance, scored stucco
2-story red brick, eclectic High Victorian
2-story frame Neo-Classic, Remodeled - George B. Rogers,

Architect

2-story stucco with 2-story porches, Hutchisson and Denham,
Architects

1-story sandstone English Gothic church, John Wentzel,
Architect
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