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WALTHAM, MA MRA
Tomn  Valtham, MA
Address 26 Liberty Street
Historic Nare Marshall Smith House

Use: Present R”.-iHAn"o0T
Original Regidential

DESCRIPTION

Date 1846-1847

Source Deeds

Style Greek RPVIV«1

Exterior Wdl Fabric Clapboard

Outbuildings garageNC

Magor Alterations (with dates) Bay window

on north (n.d.)

Condition Fair-good

Mosad no Date n/a
Aceage 8.055 so. ft. 60-1- 11

Setting On resident! R1 strppt "-i
mid-19th c. houses; across from

large instatutional building

Recorded by Nancy S. Seasholes
Organization Waltham Historical Canm.

Date August 1986
revised C. Jenkins 2/88



NATI ONAL REG STER CRI TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Marshall Smth House i s awell detailed and preserved exanple of a vernacular sidehall
plan Geek Revival style house inthe city. [ts2™story formis detailed with afull entab-
lature, pedimented gable ends, cornerboards and a full Doric porch. Wth its well docunented
succession of owners, this house i s aparticularly good illustration of the devel opnent of
the north central Main Street area inthe md-19th century as a hone for workers and snall
busi nessnen. | t possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling and associations. |t meets criteria Aand Cof the National Register of Historic

Pl aces.

ARHTECTURN. S QN FH CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildingswithin the conmunity.

Set onaresidential street of predomnantly nineteenth century houses very near a ngjor
commercial district, this house i s anexcellent exanpl e of a nodest side-wall center
entrance Geek Revival house with fuU porch and oneof the few houses of this type in the
city. Thehouse i s characterized by a pedinented attic, aplain entablature and.
cornerboards, fluted Doric columms supporting the porch and a brick foundation. The
unusual porch balustrade, the bay onthe north, andthe long ell onthe west areal |
probably later additions. I tis aclapboard clad structure rising 2™ stories to a gable
roof. Itssymmetrical, traditional five bayfacade is centered ona double entry. Flanking
wi ndows, as well asthe five aligned above, contain original & 6 sash.

HSTARCAL SANH CANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and howthe
building relates to the devel opnment of the community.

Thi s house was probably built in 1846 or 187 by Marshall Smth, a chair and harness
maker. Smth owed | tfor only avyear; i tthen passed through various hands, was owned
for about 10 years by Stephen Stone, a yeonman, and was auctioned to pay his debts. |t was
finally acquired in 185 by Phebe Foster, aw dow The Fosters occupied i tuntil about
1912; 1t wasthen acquired by Patrick J. Healy, ateanmster, and in 1923 the nenbers of his
large fam |y were variously enployed as a stenographer, phone operator, sal esman,
bookkeeper, electrician, and |inenan.

B BLlI G3RAPHY and/ or REFEHRENGES

M ddl esex Deeds - 506 :i<13,418; 515:11; 598:15; 695:13"1; 91<2: 166, 167
Maps and atlases - 1854, 1875, 1886, 1900, 1911, 1915, 1923
Directories- 1871, 1886, 1901, 1911, 1915 1923
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PRCPERTY Smth, Marshall, House
NAME:

MULTI PLE  Wal t ham MRA
NAME

STATE & GANTY:  NASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex

DATE RECEI VED:. 8/ 21/ 89 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST: 9/ 05/ 89
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 9/ 21/ 89 DATE GF 45TH DAY: 10/ 05/ 89
DATE G- WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 89001560
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VALTHAM M NRA

Marshal | Smth House  #96
26 Liberty Street

" = 100
1975; updated to 1987 4.\
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1970 Atlas, City of Véltham Vil tham Massachusetts NR
Conpi | ed by t he V@l t ham 26 Liberty Street

Engi neering Division ' Mar Bhal | Smith House
Scale: linch = UO feet 16-Q 19



Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000301



