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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
I. Exterior The Oliver P. Morton House is a 2 story brick off-center entry town house 
with 6 voids on the principal (north) elevation, 9 voids on the west elevation and 3 
voids on the east elevation. The Morton house is symmetrical or regular in form. It 
has a gabled roof, the end gables facing east and west. The main block of the house 
is cubical. It has four end gable chimneys not joined by parapets, two in each gable 
end. The service ell is south of the main block. It is of 2 stories, of brick and 
carries a gable roof, the end gable facing south. It has two chimneys in the end gable. 
A 1 story brick gabled smoke house and a 1 story shed porch (now enclosed) are attached 
to the rear of the service ell.

The main block cornice and freize is Grecian in style, of no particular order. The cornice 
and freize return across the gable ends for some 3 1/2 feet on each end. The main 
doorway is a simple Grecian style frontispiece holding a 3 paneled door. All windows 
and doors have plain cut stone lintels. Most of the sash is original 6x6 light sash. 
The pane size of sash in the service ell is diminished on the second story, decreasing 
the size of the voids.

II, Interior The main block of the Morton House consists of a left-hand entry hall 
and a double parlour on the first floor, and 3 bedrooms and a hall on the second floor. 
The entry hall contains an excellent stairway which terminates in a spiral shell. The 
newel is missing. The handrail also terminates in a spiral shell. The double parlours 
are separated by a 4 leaf 4 panel folding door which converts the room into one suite. 
The original mantels in the parlours have been removed. The front parlour contains 
a "made-up" mantel of 20th century origin. The rear parlour has none. The service ell 
to the south of the main block consists of 2 rooms of equal size, divided longitudinally 
by a frame partition. The west room, which is larger, was apparently a dining room. A 
secondary stairway in this room .formerly led to loft bedrooms on the second floor of 
the ell. A fine original mantel of Grecian design remains in this room. The eastern 
room has been thoroughly remodeled, and no original fittings are visible. It may have 
been a kitchen. The 1 story brick smoke house has a large throated chimney designed 
for use as a summer kitchen or smoke house. The mantel is a plain board. The second 
floor is simply fitted. All bedrooms in the main block and in the service ell were 
apparently heated by stoves rathern than by fireplaces. No mantels remain.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
I. Architectural Significance The Oliver P. Morton House is a detached row house, origin­ 
ally built with nearly blind end walls. Its proportions and detailing is consistent 
with a high degree of finish and skill. At the time the Morton house was erected, C.T. 
Wilson of Centerville was a master builder of residential and commercial structures. It 
is probable that Wilson was the general contractor for the house. The designer of the 
1848 Wayne County Poor Farm, Johnj£«Dill, probably designed the Morton House. The 
similarity between the Poor Farm and this structure is remarkable. The Morton house is 
a substantial home for the period. It has been severly mutilated by successive remodel- 
ings during the 20th century. After restoration, it will be an interesting piece of 
architecture in its own right.

II. Historical Significance The Morton house was built by Jacob Julian, the younger 
brother of Abolitionist editor and Congressman George Julian. Jacob was a hunchback. He 
practiced law in Centerville from the 1840's until his removal to Indianapolis in the 
1870's. He was an excellent attorney, but no political figure. Julian, his wife and 
children occupied the house until 1856, when he sold it to Oliver P. Morton. At that 
time, Morton was a struggling young attorney with a wife and 2 children. This was the 
only home the Mortons owned.

Oliver P. Morton was born August 4, 1823 in the extinct village of Salisbury, Wayne 
County, Indiana. James Morton, his father, ran a tavern in Salisbury. When Morton's 
parents perished in the early 1830 f s, he was sent to live with two maiden aunts in 
Centerville. These two women raised him to manhood. Oliver attended the Whitewater 
Academy in Centerville, considered on of the best secondary schools in the Midwest. 
Upon graduation, he was apprenticed to William S. T. Morton, his half-brother, a hatter. 
Oliver's half-brother was a self-made man; his real estate and merchantile activities 
were more important to him than his trade. Oliver was released from his apprenticeship 
articles in 1843. He enrolled in Miami University, Oxford, Ohio. After 2 years at 
Miami, he returned to Centerville and read for the law. He was admitted to the bar in 
1845. Shortly after admission, he married Lucinda Burbank, daughter of Centerville 
merchant Isaac Burbank. At first, Morton was a Democrat. He was appointed Curcuit 
Court Judge in 1850 through the offices of Andrew F. Scott. He left the bench in 1851 
and enrolled in Cincinnati Law School, taking two more years of professional training. 
Upon Morton's return to Centerville in 1853, he opened a law office with John C. Kibbey. 
The Morton & Kibbey firm was one of the best known firms in'eastern Indiana. In 1856, 
Morton changed his allegiance from Democrat to Republican, as a result of the Kansas- 
Nebraska Act, Upon his conversion, Morton became one of the principal organizers of 
the new party, then known as the Peoples' Party. He was the 1856 Gubernatorial candidate 
of the Peoples' Party in Indiana. He attended the 1856 Republican Convention in 
Pittsburg, Morton did not carry the state in 1856, but his vote total was impressive
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for a new party and unknown candidate. During the next 4 years, Morton developed his 
law practice and devoted his spare time to organizing the new party for 1860. In 1860, 
he was the Lieutenant Governor Candidate behind Henry S. Lane. If the Republicans 
carried the General Assemby and State House, Lane would be made Senator and Morton 
would become Governor. The 1860 election was overwhelmingly Republican. Lane got a 
Senate seat; Morton became Governor in January 1861 shortly after South Carolina seceded.

Morton's administration was primarily devoted to sustaining the war effort. Morton 
raised 4 regiments of volunteers in February-March, 1861. A farm northeast of Indiana­ 
polis was converted into a recruit depot and called Camp Morton. Indiana put 53 
regiments of volunteers into the war. These units were recruited, fed, clothed and 
equipped with state money by Morton and by Ashael Stone, his Adjutant General. The 
war effort was not without opposition. In 1863, a Democratic legislature refused to 
vote any further funds for furnishing supplies and provisions to Indiana troops. Morton 
disregarded the General Assembly and the limitation in the 1852 state constitution pro­ 
hibiting the state from incurring indebtedness. He borrowed $600,000 from James F.D. 
Lanier, a former Madison, Indiana banker and Wall Street tycoon. This money went to 
pay for supplies for troops in the field. In 1865, the Republican General Assembly 
ratified his acts and appropriated funds to repay these loans.

The Democratic Opposition was a thorn in Morton's side. From 1862 onward, he harrassed 
the opposition by mass arrests and armed attacks on democratic strongholds. He organized 
the Union League in Indiana as a paramilitary organization of Republicans. This 
paramilitary activity increased in 1863, after the Emancipation Proclamation had been 
announced. The Democrats had a substantial pro-peace wing. In response to Republican 
pressure, the Democrats formed armed societies known variously as the Sons of Liberty, 
Knights of the Golden Circle and Order of American Knights (OAK). These groups are 
better known as Copperheads. In late 1864, several Indiana Copperheads were involved 
in a stupid plot to engineer a general uprising in the Northwest. This Northwest 
conspiracy apparently involved several Indiana Democrats. William A. Bowles, Harrison 
H. Dodd, Horace Heffren, Andrew Humphries, John C. Walker and Lambden Milligan were 
arrested by military police on treason charges. Heffren turned state's evidence 
against his friends. These civilians were tried by military commission in the Federal 
Building at Indianapolis. Morton insisted that the men be treated as foreign agents. 
After a quick triil, Milligan, Bowles and Stephen Horsey, a minor figure in the plot, 
were convicted and sentenced to die. The United States Supreme Court reversed the 
convictions in 1866 after the war.

Morton was rewarded for his Gubernatorial efforts by election to the U.S. Senate in 
1866. Shortly after assuming office, he suffered a paralytic stroke which left him 
crippled for the remainder of his life. Had he not been afflicted, it is probable 
he would have appeared on the Republican Presidential ticket in 1868. Morton was 
still a power in the Republican Party. He voted for the impeachment of Andrew John­ 
son. He was one of the hardest Republican Radicals; he voted for all the major
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reconstruction laws.

After reconstruction, Morton became less active. In 1877, on a speaking tour to the 
Pacific Northwest, he suffered a second stroke. He was rushed by train to his brother- 
in-law's house in Richmond, Indiana. When it appeared his illness was terminal, he 
was transported to Indianapolis, where he died. He is buried in Crown Hill Cemetary, 
Indianapolis.

Morton was one of the major political figures of the Civil War. He was instrumental 
in founding the Republican Party. His term as Indiana Governor showed that he was at 
times a ruthless man. He was also a strong man, able to carry the state without much 
real support. At times his methods were extra-legal. It is clear that Morton kept 
Indiana in the war and prevented the loss of Indiana's troops at a critical moment in 
the war. His Centerville home is the sole remaining structure closely associated with 
him and his Governorship. It is one of the most significant Civil War era historic 
landmarks in Indiana.
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CentreFille Business Directory
"Wm. S. T. Morton, Farmer and Dealer in Boots. Shoes,

Dry Goods, Hardwars, Groceries, &c. &e. 
Wm. A. Peolle, Attorney at Law. 
Jolm Prichett, Physician, Surgeon and Druggist. 
M. M. Bobbins, Township Trustee. 
O. T. Jones, Cashier of First National Bank. 
\V. Lymaa, of Ocntreville manufacturing Company,


