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Statement of Significance
Date of Construction 1927 Architect/Engineer/Builder Holger Jensen Level of Significance: local

Period of Significance: 1927

X Inthe opinion of the surveyor, this property appears to meet the criteria of the National Register of Historic Places

] inthe opinion of the surveyor, this property is located in a potential historic district (National and/ or local).

The Johnson House is one of only two cobblestone houses in the county and is significant for the unusual interpreta-
tion of the American Foursquare Style in that build material. With the abundance of wood resources in the countX
most other Foursquares are of a more traditional wood-frame construction and do not feature the distinctive porch, wa i
construction, fenestration or other Craftsman detailing of the Johnson House. Unlike other cobblestone houses from the
geriod, the stones of the Johnson House form load-bearing structural walls rather than a veneer. Rudolf Johnson, the

uilder, was an individualist who later operated a nudist camp at the site.

The Johnson House is constructed of native prairie cobblestones. The boulders are remnants of the ice sheets of the
Pleistocene Ice e which left the stones as it retreated. The house 1is the design of Holger Jensen, the builder's
brother. Holger Jensen was trained at the Vancouver Deaf School and designed a number of houses in Olympia.

Rudolf Johnson came from Denmark to the area in 1905-06 and ranched on 160 acres bordering on the Deschutes River.
From 1940-1955, Johnson operated a nudist club at the house called "Cobblestone Suntanners" at what was then known as
"Cobblestone Lodge." Johnson also published the "Sunshine Health Magazine," advocating nudism. At that time, the house
also had an ad jolning swimming pool which has since been filled in.

Description of Physical Appearance

The Johnson House is located at the south end of Johnson Road, approximately 12 miles southeast of Vail. Surrounded
by a large fenced yard and gardens, the house is a massive T-shaped two and one-half story structure built in the Four-
square yle with Craftsman detaiiing of native cobblestone resting on a stone foundation. Built with load-bearing
masonry construction, the foundation walls rise nine feet and measure 20 inches thick. The front wing is on a north-
south axis and an intersecting wing extends to the rear. The higped roof is covered with wood shingles and terminates in
a simple boxed cornice with wide soffit. The random-coursed battered cobblestone walls measure up to 22 inches thick and
are rounded at the corners. The roof is penetrated by large hip-roofed dormers on the front (west) and side facades,
which are clad with clapboards. A massive exterior chimney rises on the north wall and has an inset plaque with the date
of construction. A one-story flat-roofed enclosed Yorch spans most of the front facade and is 1lit by a wide band of tall
multi-paned casements. At its south end is a small recessed open porch with segmental-arched openings formed by columns
resting on piers. This porch shelters the main entry door. A second-story french door opens onto the poreh roof.

Fenestration is single and paired double-hung windows with multi-paned upper sash set in recessed wooden surrounds.
All windows and doors are topped by segmental relieving arches of cobblestone. The dormers have bands of smaller double-
hung windows with multi-paned upper sash. A small one-story porch extends from the northeast corner of the house. This
porch has an arched door opening and a boarded over arched window opening. The rear of the house has round headed window
openings on the second floor. The house appears to be little altered from the original on the exterior, although the
second floor has suffered some deterioration, especially on the rear facade.

Major Bibliographic References

Interview with Tony Johnson, son of Rudolph Johnson, 1985.
Interview with Dorothy Thurston, daughter of Holger Jensen, 1985.



JOHNSON HOUSE

Verbal. Boundary Description (continued):

The property can also be described thusly: Beginning at a point 1000 feet south of the end point of improved
Johnson Road, proceed 200 feet south, 200 feet east, 200 feet north, and 200 feet west to the point of beginning.




