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1. Town F a l l River^ Mass. 

(over) 

Address 440 Bradford Ave. 

Name St . Louis Church 

Present use church 

Present owner S t . Louis Church 

3. Description: Br ick Church 

Date 1885 -

^ Source Bldg. Permit #142 

Style High V i c t o r i a n Gothic 

Architect James Murphy 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k & grani te 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features Tudor arched entrances, but­ 

t r e s s ing , s l a t e roo f , g ran i te pinpacleg 

center tower w/ crenelated parapet 

Altered yes Date 1946 

Moved Date 

5, Lot size: 48,411 sq. f t . V 

One acre or less Over one acre X 

Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

6. Recorded by Pa tx ic ia Giza 

Organization FROHP 

Date Feb. 12. 1981 

. iJiy..''L i , » .V .1 ..I'll' . ty •&ikmiii.^ 



7. Original owner (if known) St. Louis Church 

church • '••^-y''--' Original use 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal ^ j , ^ 
Agricultural • * ' 
Architectural ^ / 
The Arts ; , ; 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

X 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

X 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) .y: J .-, 

St. Louis Church (1885) i s a subdued exanple of t±ie High Victorian Gothic which has 
served i t s middle and workiag class parish for nearly a century. The visual irrpact 
of the sirrple brick church i s enhanced by i t s setting overlooking Kennedy Park, Design 
emphasis i s on the four-level square center tower, \«^ch projects only slightJ.y fron 
the main block and i s framed by buttresses which appear to serve a symbolic rat±ier 
than structural function. Ot±.er accents such as tJie Tudor arched entrances, pinnacles 
atop side buttresses, and crenelated tower parapet are executed i n gray granite or 
terra cotta, creatJjig a s i i t p l i f i e d version of the polychromy popular i n more high-
style Ruskinian churches of the late 19th century. 

James Murphy was a Providence architect vho designed a number of Roman Catholic 
churches i n that c i t y including St. Mary's which was started i n the 1860's, and 
St. Edward's, dating frcm t±ie 1880's. His nephew, a partner i n the later Providence 
firm of Murphy and Hindle, was also known as a Roman Catholic church architect and 
was the designer of Santo Christo Church (1924) i n Fall River. 

St. Louis Parish was formed i n 1885 v^en Bishop Hendriken of Providence established 
a new parish i n the western portion of St. Mary's parish. The church was named for 
the f i r s t pastor, the Rev. Louis J. Deady, wino served from 1885 to 1896. 

Because of i t s handscme facade, fine craftsmanship, intact quality, prcminent locattion, 
and long history of service to t±ie Roman Catholic population, St. Louis Church meets 
c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register, individually. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 'y.̂  
early maps, etc.) 

St. Louis Church - Rev. Louis J. Deady, Rector - 1896 - name of architect & builder 
The Anchor, Oct. 13, 1960-pg, 1 & 20 , ; ... 
Atlas of Fall River - 1895- church shown ' i •• •• ' v 
Atlas of F a l l River - 1883- land only ' • 
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Continuation sheet Item number Page f ^ 
Multiple Resource Area 

•*' Thematic Group 
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Name Fall River Multiple Resource Area . ' 
MS — — — — — State 

nomino+ion/Type of Review '* ' Date/Signature 

81. St. Joseph's Orphanage Keeper All/Afl S^^^yXlA-

y • • yy^y-y y • ...v-' , A t t e s t 
• 'y Enterea 10 / JAA^ Ai 

82. St. Louis Church • - - '(deeper yAd^M'f.-'^^.yTy^-'^ 

.̂.y ' "'AA •''./''''•'-'•- ' : A y ^ Attest 

83. St. Mary's Cathedral and Re^J^gf fg ^eper YA^A^^ cAA>i--\j..''*-^^7*^^'-'^.y 
^ ..;„....,. Hatlonal Begister -• •-t 

Attest ' 
84. St. PatrlcR's Church ^ . ' " ^ ' j (feeper V ^ J ^ ^ ^ U ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Attest 
Untered In th« 

85. Stafford Mills ! . ^ Hatlonal le«ist6r fiteeper JIJA^^ ,yfA-i.c.^yic 

86. Union Mills 

-™, Attest 
Entere?! i n ths 
Hatlonal Eegister /Steeper -/Ay^ 

Attest 
Entered in the . / / A y y> 

87. Valentine-French House Hatlonal Beglster (f^^^^Per -AY'^Y^^ C7y<7Ai.i,.,,..,^Y^^ 

' "' • • • , T&itered in tE© ^"^^^ 

88. Wampanoag Mills Eegister j-^^pej^ A^A^ ,ytAt-<-<i-/'^p^*.r.^ 

;«» Attest ^ 

Winslow, Luther Jr., House ^*®re3 In the /tteeper '^Ai) y^''i--^-zty-ie-<-^ 

• •.. y ' Attest 

89. 

90. Woman's Club of Fall River Entered in tii(, ^ATeeper A/AA'^ , yYAy^y^^^-^ 
^^iS^aaije^etf^. ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  

•• ..^^••....JMI.. 
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St. Louis Church (Fall River .MRA) 
Bristol County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_ reaubmlaston 
_ nomination by person or local government 

5WA1 .. 1"'' '"" / ns; 1 unn on&.'"', . 

a 

Working N-0 ........................ --. ____ _ 

Fed. Reg. Date: _..,...111::::...-..;._...:;..J;,.._-._ 

., owner objection Pederal Agency: _·1 
------

8t)peal 
Substantive Review: _ aample _request ~appeal :_NR decision 

Reviewer'• comment•: 

Aecom. /Criteria-------
Reviewer_·--------
Dlaclpllne _________ _ 

Date-----------------~ 
_... coatlnuatlon sheet 

•Nomination returned for: - technical corrections cited below 
· _aubstantlve reasons dlacuaUd below 

1. Nam• 

2. Location 

3. Classification ......., ........ 
....... t I XII 

...... 
I 11 D'I 

'· Owner of Property 

s. Location of Legal Description 

1. Representation In Existing Surveys 

7. Description 
0 Ms· _.._ .._. _ _ ......... _____ .......... _....,.. _ _ .... _ ...... _ ....... _ ........ _ -- . ' ...... _ .......... ..._.. .. ......, ............. __ 
_ aummary paragraph 
_ completeness 

clarity 

-
alterations/ lnteg rlty 
dates 
boundary selection 

,.. -



8 . S i g n i f i c a n c e 

mt t I p i H I c Ckmrnk mm* l—Mfy kmtmm 

• i M e m e d a l M • u l l O r ArcMtac t 

. Statefwont ef S l^ f iHIeaf iM (In ene p H r a ^ " ! ^ ^ ! 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness . *. 
c l a r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas - . 

checked 
relat ing signi f icance to 

the resource 
con iex t 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t eg r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a i R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l P a t a 

Aoraag* of nomlnaMd praparty . 

Q i m l i i m l a nwTw 

UMT RsfawncM 

»«r>»l t n w i i n r d w c r i ^ t o n mm* ) M t m e « U M i 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

Th* r v d u a i M sIgnMtcanc* ot tMs preparty wttntn th * i taM is: 

national atat* local 

t ia la HIatotic Praaarvatlon Ottiear signatur* 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Ques t i ons concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

S igned Date Phone; 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d shee t 











Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279 
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