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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Miles City Laundry & Cleaners is housed in a detached two story unreinforced 
brick structure measuring 51' x 116'. The foundation rests on spread footings. The 
building has a wood frame, roof and floors. Over 1/3 of the first floor is now a 
concrete slab-on grade—recently replacing the old wooden floor. The remaining first 
floor level is composed of wood joists supported by side walls. The second floor 
joists are supported by the exterior masonry walls and interior heavy timber beams which 
rest on hollow core steel columns.

The interior ceiling height is almost 13' — averaging 12' - 11". The small 
public area is located in the northwest corner of the building. A small office is 
located east of this along the Bridge Street side of the building. The large laundry 
room occupies the majority of the first floor area, with a boiler room across the 
rear. The laundry room has a wood beaf^ ceiling.

The building was erected in 1908 as a one story rectangualr building; the second 
floor was added c.1910-12. There are two one story additions that have been made, also. 
One of these spaces was originally used as a garage but has since been converted to 
laundry usage. The second floor is utilized for stations of the laundry business and 
for storage. The building has always been used as a laundry.

The double hung wood windows are tall rectangular units, 1/1 lights, and set 
in flattened or segmental arches of soldier bricks. The first floor window units 
on the front facing onto Bridge Street have been changed in recent years. Today 
these are casement units with transom lights and are set within the original window 
openings.

Access to the building is gained through the Bridge Street facade. A single 
wood door with a large glass panel gives access to the public area of the business. 
Above the door there is a rectangular transom light. Three concrete steps rise from 
the sidewalk to the first floor of the laundry, about 20" above the sidewalk.

There are two other doors located on the Eighth Street facade plus a recently 
installed overhead door that replaced two windows in the fourth bay of the west wall. 
The overhead door was installed in May of 1978 where some large cracks had developed 
in the brickwork; it enables newer and larger equipment to be brought in.

The building is relatively unadorned. There are brick pilasters at the corners, 
and the Eighth Street facade is divided into five bays by two story pilasters that 
rise up to the cornice. There are five corbelled brick courses that project out 
from the walls. Brick corbelling occurs again above the first floor windows. Here 
the corbelling is only three courses. A string course of brick beneath the first 
floor window sills is found.The second floor line has a string course of corbelled 
brick. Both string courses are interrupted by pilasters. The front, or Bridge Street 
facade, has brick pilasters only on the first floor and not above. A single brick 
chimney projects above the roof adjacent to the parapet wall on the Eighth Street 
facade. Upper courses of this brick chimney were scheduled to be relaid on May, 
1978.
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Major vertical cracks (the largest 3/4" wide) were in evidence along the south 
and west walls as a result of settling of the southwest corner foundation (approximately 
1" settling). "A steel rod was installed along the south wall near the roof level, tying 
the east and west walls together. The tie recovered a portion of the movement and stopped 
further cracking at that level." (R.P. Whitten Associates report, Dec. 21, 1977). 
All cracks interior and exterior at 1 -,ntel locations were to be grouted and filled 
with .gpoxy. The structure was sandblasted, repainted and repaired (brick work) prior 
to May 1978.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

HISTORY:
Miles City, named for General Nelson A. Miles, grew up on the outskirts of 

Fort Keogh about 1876-78 as the fort was being built under the leadership of Col. 
(then) Miles. The inhabitants of the town were traders, freighters, saloon keepers, 
and frontier "characters". As the fort became established, so did the town, with 
citizens who were more settled. The railroad reached the town in November, 1881, 
bringing with it a reliable connection to the East, and displacing the wilder 
element.

Cyrus Hugg (Larry) Mott, a steam engineer from Minneapolis, came to Miles 
City in 1892 to operate the electric light plant which had been established only a 
short time. When the city of Miles City took over the light plant, Mott became 
superintendent of the Municipal Light Plant and City Water Works.

About 1900 Mott started the Miles City Steam Laundry, which became a successful 
business in the growing town. He purchased the lots on which this building stands 
on August 17, 1908, and on September 30, 1908 obtained a mortgage from the Comercial 
State Bank for $13,000, presumably for constructing the building. It was built by 
George Stockhill, a local contractor, using bricks made locally. Between 1910 
and 1912 a second story was added to the building, with Stockhill again doing 
the construction.

Larry Mott served as alderman on the Miles City city council for several terms, 
then was mayor from 1913 until 1920. Three years later he was elected county 
commissioner and acted in this capacity for sixteen years. He was also a member of 
the Custer County High School Board for seven years.

In addition to his business and his political activities, Larry Mott had another 
interesting facet to his career. He owned a ranch near Miles City, in the Moon 
Creek area, and in 1912, following a Miles City wild west show, he gave a home to a 
couple of buffalo that had been used for the celebration. Later he added a bull and 
three heifers to this group and these became the nucleus for a buffalo herd that 
was maintained there until 1942. The herd was a. tourist attraction and a local 
item of interest.

The laundry established by C.H. (Larry) Mott continues today. The second owner 
was his son, George C. Mott. The present owner, Terry Cline, bought the business from 
George Mott in 1966. It operates in the same building, serving the community that 
has grown out of the frontier village known as Milestown.

SIGNIFICANCE:
The Miles City Steam Laundry, then, meets criteria B for National Register
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designation: the present structure which has continued to operate as a steam 
laundry since its inception, is closely identified with its original owner, Larry 
Mott, whose abilities in engineering, politics and ranching have attained local 
significance.


