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1. Name 

historic Paul Wliitin Manufacturing Company Ifousing Dis t r i c t 

and/or common Rockdale Comnion Housi.n;̂  Dis t r ic t -(preferred] 

2. Location 
0^ 

street & number 4-20 McBride. 46-58 Plantation.yy 57-42 Taft 3 f-^ j4 / j \not for publication 

city, town -rReeMaic > -^r f l \ . i> r ' i j e. vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 325 county liorcester code 027 

3. Classif ication 
Category 
_ ± district 

buiiding(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 

^ private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
^A1^^ in process 
" \ being considered 

Status 
occupied 
unoccupied 

X work in progress 
Access ib le 

X yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

X 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Roclvdale Coinmon Associates 

street & number 73 Tremont. S t r e e t 

city, town Boston vicinity of state MA 02108 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Registry of Deeds 

street & number 2 Main Street 

city, town Worcester state MA 02108 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historic .'\ssot3 of 

title the Coinmonwealth has this property been determined eligible? yes no 

date Augtist , 198 ^ federal state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission 

city, town Boston state 



7. Description Rockdale Common Housing Di s t r i c t , Northbridge 

Condition Checit one Checit one 
excellent deteriorated ^ unaltered ^ original sit^ 
. good ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Rockdale Common Housing District is comprised of six adjacent Wood-
frame tenements built as company housing for the Paul Whitin Manufacturing 
Company between 1880 and 1917. I t is a 1-acre site in a residential area 
of Rockdale. The buildings face onto three different streets but back up 
to each other, forming a U-shape with a central open yard towards which the 
rear elevations a l l face. The district is a visually cohesive groi5)ing, 
with the four triple-decker structures creating the daninant mass and scale 
which distinguish the district from other tenement areas of the village. 

The Rockdale Common Housing District is located at the eastern edge of the 
original company-built mill town, reflecting i t s history as the last spurt 
of expansion by the mill and thus being on the outer edge of the original 
village. The topography rises gradually from the level area along the 
Blackstone River where the mill is situated to the higher, level area of 
Plantation, and McBrid-e Streets. This change in topography creates a sense 
of separation from the mill much greater than the actual distance would 
ordinarily convey. To the west of the district along Church and Taft 
Streets is an area of tum-of-the-century tenements, mostly small, two-story, 
two-and four-tenement structures. To the east along Plantation Street 
is an area of small, newer houses built in recent years and unrelated 
to the village's historic development. Just beyond the district to the 
south is a public park and open ball fields which were built by the mill 
early in the 20th centurv for the recreational use of its employees. With 
the exqepti.on of neyyer, ..honîs ̂ ast pf--Plantation Street which are set 
back, iandscappd heavily and generally unobtrusive, the district's setting 
remains virtually the same as i t ha;s since the buildings were constructed. 

The district's physical character is distinct from the other smaller tene­
ments in the size and scale of tlie four 1917 structures which are 
each three stories in height and in the large grassy yards which surround 
each structure, both originally and presently creating a sense of spacious­
ness uncharacteristic of the other closely-^spaced tenement rows in the rest of 
the village. 

The district illustrates tenement design in Rockdale during the period from 
1880 to 1917, the period of its greatest significance. Each of the build­
ings contributes to the historic character of the district, and there are 
no extraneous structures. The buildings vary in architectural styles from 
the Italianate to the Colonial Revival, reflecting improved building tech­
niques during the period they were built as well as changing stylistic 
trends and a need to provide housing quickly and economically. All of the 
buildings are of similar scale, being 2% to 3 stories, and a l l are wood-
frame construction and faced with clapboards. Their simplified detailing 
and crisp linear designs also serve to unify the district. 

A l l of the buildings have deteriorated in condition in recent years, al­
though changes to both exterior and interior features have been minimal. 
They are currently being renovated as low-income family and elderly housing 

(Continued) 



8 . S i g n i f i c a n c e Rockdale Comon Housing Di s t r i c t , Northbridge 

Period Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _ X . architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

X 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
1Q00- communications industry politics/government transportation 

Invention other (specify) 

Specific dates 1800-1917 Builder/Architect Paul Whitin Manufacturing Co. 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Rockdale Common Housing District possesses integrity of location, design, setting 
materials, workmanship, association and feeling. As company-built housing, i t re­
flects the last and most prosperous phase of development of the village and of 
the Paul Whitin Manufacturing Company, the t e x t i l e m i l l around which the entire village 
depended for i t s economic well-being. I t is of architectural interest and 
significance as an example of the transition which occurred in tenement design 
between the late 19th and early 20th cdnturies and as the largest and most 
visually cohesive grouping of triple-decker tenements in the village. Its archi-tectui-al 
merit is determined by the attention to quality details, combined with building 
techniques which could meet time and cost parameters of the m i l l . The d i s t r i c t 
has been evaluated within the context of other company tenements within the 
village of Rockdale and is also the only known cluster of three-story tenements 
within the town of Northbridge. Thus the d i s t r i c t meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

The village of Rockdale was established in 1814 by Sylvanus Holbrook of Uxbridge 
who f i r s t b u i l t a small wooden tex t i l e m i l l for the manufacture of satinet near 
the site of the present m i l l . I t was known as Holbrook's Upper Village to 
distinguish i t from Holbrook's Lower Village (now Riverdale). Holbrook's t e x t i l e 
company, the Northbridge Cloth Manufacturing Company, expanded gradually over the 
next 38 years, beginning with his 1823 introduction of power looms for making 
broadcloths. In 1831 Holbrook b u i l t a new m i l l north of his original woolen m i l l 
to produce standard grade cotton sheetings. After a f i r e in 1840 destroyed the 
original m i l l , only cotton goods were produced at Rockdale. A subsequent series of 
fire s between 1846 and 1852 destroyed the m i l l and nearly the whole village, end­
ing Holbrook's hopes for establishing his t e x t i l e center at the site. 

In 1856, Holbrook's land and the accompaning water rights were purchased by the 
firm of P. Whitin § Sons from the neighboring village of Whitinsville (NR el i g i b l e ) . 
This marked the beginning of the Whitin family's role in Rockdale and the 
formation of the m i l l village as i t stands today. A new three-story granite 
m i l l , 166' long and 66' wide, was erected in 1857 on the edge of the Blackstone 
river. A second m i l l was added c.1860 as the tex t i l e industry prospered 
under the direction of Col. Paul Whitin's widow and four sons. The family 
had already established themselves i n the t e x t i l e and tex t i l e machinery industries 
i n Whitinsville by the time of the 1856 purchase, which also included Holbrook's 
Riverdale m i l l . With the 1856 acquisition, the Whitins owned every m i l l property 
of any consequence in the Northbridge area and were one of the leading m i l l 
families i n the entire Blackstone Valley. 

In 1864 the company was dissolved and i t s holdings divided among Colonel 
Whitin's four sons. Paul Whitin Jr. the oldest son, received the t e x t i l e 

(Continued) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name. 

UMT References 

a property 
Grafton, MA 

1.03 acres 

A 
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I i I • I • • I 
Verba l boundary desc r ip t i on and jus t i f i ca t i on 
The d i s t r i c t ' s legal boundary description is "the Land with a l l improvements thereon 
i n the Village of Rockdale, Town of Northbridge, Worcester County, Massachusetts, 
being shown as Lots 10, 12, 15, 14 , 15 and 16 on a (continued) 

Lis t a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state 1 ^ I ^ code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Candace Jenkins . Registration Director by Margn Webbpr̂  rongiiitant 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date December, 1982 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state MA 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forthby the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature /^^^^y^ 6\\f..^)^^A,piic 

title S t a t e K i R t - o r i r - - P r P S f i r v ; : ^ ^ i n n n f f - i ^^v-
d*fe 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

Entered in the  
Katloaal SegiatR^ date 

Ceeper of the National Register 

Attest: date I Chief of Registration 
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7. Description 

i n accordance with federal h i s t o r i c preservation standards. The exteriors 
w i l l r e t a i n t h e i r o r i g i n a l appearance, including new wood windows and balus­
trades which conform to the o r i g i n a l design of these features. The i n ­
t e r i o r s w i l l r e t a i n t h e i r o r i g i n a l f l o o r plans, natural wood t r i m and 
hallway wainscot. 

The e a r l i e s t structure i n the d i s t r i c t i s 46-50 Plantation Street (#1), a 
fin e example of vernacular I t a l i a n a t e tenement housing i n Rockdale. Nearly 
unaltered from i t s o r i g i n a l appearance, the 2| story building has a U-shape 
plan, comprised of the 6x2-bay rectangular f r o n t and two 2-story e l l s ex­
tending to the rear. ?rom the configuration of the continuous granite foun­
dation, these e l l s appear to be o r i g i n a l . The six-bay facade has two-story 
open porches across the entire elevation and a pair of doors i n the two 
center bays. The porches are supported by unadorned rectangular posts. 
The o r i g i n a l square-posted balustrades have been covered by plywood but 
w i l l be restored to the o r i g i n a l design. Other s t y l i s t i c d e t a i l i n g i n ­
cludes adornment of the clapboard surfaces by p l a i n cornerboards and f l a t 
wooden frames at a l l window openings. The gabled ends are supported by 
pairs of large I t a l i a n a t e brackets which are unusually decorative i n com­
parison to most of the v i l l a g e ' s housing stock from t h i s period. Origin­
a l l y a two-unit dwelling, t h i s building exemplifies t h i s building type as 
a most popular styl e and design f o r worker housing i n the l a t e 19th century. 

The six-family tenement at 37-^2 Taft Street (#6) i s a good example of an 
early_20th century rowhouse tenement. I t s design i s modelled a f t e r t y p i ­
cal mid-late 19th century rowhouses of Greek Revival and I t a l i a n a t e design, 
but here adapted to the Colonial Revival style becoming popular at t h i s 
time. I t i s 2z stories and was b u i l t as a larger and more substantial-
looking block than most of the other rowhouses on Taft Street which are 
2- and 4-unit structures. The Taft Street facade i s 18 bays long, consis-
t i n g o f 6 3-bay, 2|-story units. The entrances are grouped i n pairs and 
o r i g i n a l l y had small wooden hoods. (These were probably simi l a r i n design 
to the wooden hoods on several nearby structures.) The design features 
6-over-6 wood sash and two large shingled dormers i n each plane of the ridge 
roof, each with two 3-over-6 windows. The o r i g i n a l clapboards were l a t e r 
sheathed i n unsympathetic asphalt shingles which have recently been removed 
m order to restore the o r i g i n a l clapboard appearance. 

The d i s t r i c t ' s four triple-decker tenements on Plantation and McBride,Streets 
(#2, 3, Li-, 5) form the only large grouping of t h i s tenement type i n the v i l ­
lage. The exteriors are i d e n t i c a l while 56-58 Plantation Street (#2) con­
tains 12 small tenements and the McBride Street blocks each have 6 larger 
uni t s . Each building i s a three-story Colonial Revival structure, seven 
bays wide and eight bays deep, faced i n clapboards and raised up on a two-
foot rough-cut granite foundation. The large center entrance bay i s flanked 
by three-sided end bays. Large wooden porches between the end bays extend 
the building's f u l l height and are supported by two-story rectangular posts 

(GoTitinued) 
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7. Description 

with molded rims and columns with similar rims at the top. The o r i g i n a l 
square-post balustrades have been sheathed i n plywood which w i l l be removed 
during the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . The facade has p l a i n cornerboards and wood 
frames with molded l i n t e l s at a l l door and window openings. Original two-
over- two wooden sash remains at a l l windows. At the rear of each side 
elevation i s a one-bay wing which extends to the side. The rear elevation 
of each tenement consists of a central enclosed s t a i r faced i n wide tongue 
and groove horizontal boarding and set away from the building by an open 
corridor. I t i s flanked by corner porches at a l l three stories. 

There are no known archeological resources w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t . The dis­
t r i c t achieved significance during a period (I88O-I917) when w r i t t e n docu­
mentation of tenement l i f e i n New England was quite thorough. Furthermore, 
the high density of families required good health and sanitary conditions 
which would not have included the old l 8 t h century custom of trash heaps 
i n rear yards. I t i s highly un l i k e l y that archeological investigation would 
y i e l d any s i g n i f i c a n t information. 

8. Sijginif icance 

m i l l s at Rockdale and Riverdale. I n I870, the Rockdale m i l l became the 
Paul Whitin Manufacturing Company, a partnership of Paul Whitin Jr. and 
his son Charles S. Whitin, both of whom continued to reside i n W h i t i n s v i l l e . 
The m i l l was continuously upgraded and expanded, including new dams and 
reservoirs which were b u i l t by Paul Whitin Jr.'s younger brother James 
Fletcher Whitin. Before the building of the Ram's Head Reservoir at the 
head of the Blackstone River, the m i l l s had to close during the summer 
months for lack of power. The company experimented with the l a t e s t t e x t i l e 
machinery being produced by the Whitin Machine Works i n W h i t i n s v i l l e which 
was now headed by Paul Whitin Jr.'s brother John. Most of the innovative 
t e x t i l e equipment received i t s t r i a l runs at Rockdale before going on the 
market. 

Paul Whitin Jr. died i n 1884 and his son Charles survived him by only a few 
years. The company was passed to Charles' son Henry Thomas Whitin who at 
age 21 was already superintendent of the Rockdale m i l l . Harry T., as he was 
known, served as president during the I890's to l a t e 1920's, an era which 
included the company's most expansive period of 190O-I918 and the most 
substantial development of the community. Under Harry T. Whitin, the #3, 
4 and 5 m i l l s were b u i l t . The bulk of the vil l a g e ' s housing stock was 
b u i l t during these years, p r i m a r i l y to accommodate the i n f l u x of French-
Canadian immigrants who were being brought to Rockdale to work i n the m i l l . 

I n the m i l l ' s early years the majority of immigrant labor i n the area was 
I r i s h . Then came the Poles, who l i v e d mostly on Railroad and Sutton Streets. 
In the 1880's the f i r s t group of French-Canadians arrived, establishing a 

(Continued) 
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8. Significance 

trend which would continue u n t i l 1917. 

Maintaining an adequate supply of labor was the company's most d i f f i c u l t 
task during t h i s period. A company agent tra v e l l e d to the v i l l a g e s near 
Montreal to hire French-Canadian workers who were anxious f o r s t a b i l i t y 
and economic prosperity which the m i l l promised. 

A p a t e r n a l i s t i c a t t i t u d e by the Whitin family was established i n Rockdale, 
much as i t had been at the e a r l i e r W h i t i n s v i l l e v i l l a g e . In order to 
a t t r a c t labor to the remote r u r a l v i l l a g e and once there to encourage 
them to stay, the m i l l owners provided inexpensive tenements f o r t h e i r 
workers. The majority of tenements were f o r famili e s , and jobs were 
provided f o r men, women and children. I t was a mutually b e n e f i c i a l 
arrangement which continued int o the 1930'sj good housing at affordable 
prices f o r the employee and a stable work force f o r the m i l l owner. In 
the i n t e r e s t of i t s employees and the v i l l a g e as a whole, the Whitins also 
financed town services such as schools and a f i r e s t a t i o n and supported 
the building of St. Peter's Church, the French-Catholic church which was 
completed i n 1904. Rockdale was never intended to be run as a "company 
town," however. The Whitin family's f i n a n c i a l support of public f a c i l i t i e s 
was to improve the general welfare of the community and not f o r i t s own 
f i n a n c i a l gain. Harry T. Whitin was p a r t i c u l a r l y supportive of the l o c a l 
baseball team which played at the company-built town b a l l f i e l d on; Church 
Street and competed against m i l l teams from throughout the Blackstone Valley. 

During the early 20th century, the Paul Whitin Manufacturing Company con­
tinued i t s r o l e as a leader i n the cotton t e x t i l e industry. I t remained a 
f i n e goods m i l l , producing f i n e combed cotton and jacquards i n contrast to 
the lower grade carded cottons of the Merrimack Valley m i l l s . A recession 
i n the industry affected the m i l l as early as 1927, nearly h a l t i n g produc­
t i o n of cotton goods. The 1930's were a period of experimentation with 
new filament fabrics such as rayons and t a f f e t a . The m i l l was a fore­
runner i n t h i s new f i e l d and one of only two m i l l s i n the country develop­
ing spun acetates, blends of wool with synthetic fa b r i c s . 

A labor s t r i k e i n 1934-35 followed i n l i n e with str i k e s throughout the New 
England t e x t i l e industry f o r higher wages. I t was a long s t r i k e , ardently 
supported by the labor unions. The s t r i k e was eventually settled on com­
pany terms, without allowing the unions to enter. At t h i s time the m i l l 
began to s e l l much of i t s r e s i d e n t i a l property, including the buildings 
on McBride, Plantation and Taft Streets. Tenements were auctioned o f f , 
with preference given to current residents and mortgages provided by the 
m i l l . With transportation so much improved, i t was no longer necessary 
fo r the m i l l to provide housing i n order to a t t r a c t good labor. 

World War I I marked a t r a n s i t i o n to manufacture of war goods. From 300 
to 400 d i f f e r e n t fabrics were made f o r the U.S. Government, including a 

(Continued) 
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8. Significance 

rayon/wool blend to replace the formerly a l l wool uniforms of the Ameri­
can Red Cross and a new patented rayon cloth for disposable parachutes. 
During the Korean War, a specialty item was a s i l k powder bag cloth im­
pervious to moisture. The m i l l ceased operation i n 1954 when the company 
was bought out by a larger t e x t i l e f i r m . The competition from larger m i l l s 
and southern m i l l s where labor costs were substantially lower made i t 
d i f f i c u l t f o r the medium-size specialty f i r m to prosper. 

The Rockdale Common Housing D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the best example 
of a grouping of company-built tenements dating from the m i l l ' s l a s t and 
most successful period of growth between 1900 and 1917- I t has remained 
i n continuous use as low-income housing since i t was b u i l t and represents 
a l l of the major building types associated with Rockdale's tenements: the 
rowhouse, 2-unit tenement, 6- and 12-unit triple-deckers. The develop­
ment of these various tenement forms r e f l e c t s the company's increasing 
needs fo r labor during t h i s period and demonstrates the important role 
company housing played i n the continued prosperity of Rockdale's t e x t i l e 
industry well in t o the 20th century. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the d i s t r i c t contains the largest and most d i s t i n c t i v e 
tenement structures w i t h i n the three-block r e s i d e n t i a l area east of the 
m i l l that was developed as company tenements. I t i s also the best example 
i n the v i l l a g e of a clustering of large-scale tenements from t h i s period. 
The imposing mass, vis u a l continuity and generous s i t i n g created by the 
four triple-decker structures emphasize a concern f o r community planning 
on the part of t h e i r builders. The q u a l i t y design of the buildings com­
bined s t y l i s t i c trends of the day with concerns f o r p r a c t i c a l i t y i n con­
s t r u c t i o n and d u r a b i l i t y . Although the buildings are not associated with 
a p a r t i c u l a r architect or builder, they represent fi n e craftsmanship and 
vernacular design by l o c a l carpenters. Many of these craftsmen were prob-
bably newly-arrived French-Canadians whom the m i l l needed as much to bu i l d 
and maintain the v i l l a g e as to work i n the m i l l . 

The d i s t r i c t i s d i s t i n c t from other tenement areas of the v i l l a g e i n the 
size and scale of i t s buildings, and i n t h e i r arrangement around a central 
large open yard. As an example of the t r a n s i t i o n from l a t e 19th to early 
20th century tenement design i t i s also notable. Other e a r l i e r tenement 
development i n Rockdale tended to be a row of nearly i d e n t i c a l 2-unit tene­
ments along a single street, set close together i n l i n e a r fashion. This 
occurred f i r s t on Railroad Street, l a t e r on Providence Street across from 
the m i l l and s t i l l l a t e r on Church Street. In each case the buildings 
are of simple vernacular design, and some r e t a i n t h e i r i n t e g r i t y while 
others have been unsympathetically upgraded. The villa g e ' s other t r i p l e -
decker tenements are scattered among e a r l i e r , smaller structures, p a r t i ­
c u l a r l y along the east end of Providence Street. They are set amidst com­
mercial and r e s i d e n t i a l blocks, and likewise, many have been altered from 
t h e i r o r i g i n a l appearance. 

(Continued) 
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8. Significance 

A l l six buildings have remained under a single owner since acquired from 
the m i l l i n 1935• They were recently sold again f o r renovation as low-
income family housing, a continuation of t h e i r o r i g i n a l use. The b u i l d ­
ings are unoccupied and construction i s i n progress. The owner intends 
to apply for h i s t o r i c preservation tax incentives and has received appro­
val at the state l e v e l f o r his proposed work. The exteriors w i l l be re­
stored to t h e i r o r i g i n a l appearance and the continuity of the d i s t r i c t 
further enhanced v i s u a l l y by the upgrading of the buildings. 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

Navin, Thomas, Whitin Machine Works Since I 8 3 I , Harvard University, Grad­
uate School of Business Administration, I950. 

Maps and Atlases. I857, I870, 1893, Whit i n s v i l l e Social Library. 
Personal Interviews with Harry T. Whitin I I I , Rye, New York and Paul 

Whitin V, Kennebunkport, Maine. 

10. Verbal Boundary Description 

plan e n t i t l e d 'Plan i n Subdivision of a Portion of the Dwellings & Land 
of the Paul Whitin Manufacturing Co. at Rockdale i n Northbridge, Mass.' 
dated November 30, 1935, prepared by William I . Thompson, C.E. , and re­
corded with Worcester D i s t r i c t Registry of Deeds i n Plan Book 89, Plan 2." 

The d i s t r i c t encompasses six adjacent structures, examples of l a t e 19th 
and early 20th century tenement design i n Rockdale which demonstrate the 
design t r a n s i t i o n which occurred during t h i s period due to the ever-in­
creasing need f o r more labor and more housing stock during the villa g e ' s 
peak era of prosperity. I t i s v i s u a l l y cohesive and there are no visual 
intrusions. I t s surroundings include mid-20th century single-family homes 
across Plantation Street to the east, t y p i c a l l a t e 19th and early 20th cen­
tury 2- and 4-unit rowhouses along Cross and Taft Streets to the south and 
west, and a mixture of large and small tenements across McBride Street to 
the north. The d i s t r i c t i s d i s t i n c t from i t s surroundings i n terms of the 
size and larger scale of i t s major structures and i n t h e i r s i t i n g away 
from the street on larger l o t s than most of the vil l a g e ' s other tenements. 
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MASS, HIST. COMM. 

Augus t 4 , 1982 

Candy Jenkins 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Dear Ms. Jenkins: 

I have enclosed the in v e n t o r y sheets, prepared by 
Margo Webber, f o r the p r o p e r t i e s i n Northbridge about 
which we spoke some weeks ago. 

We have r e c e n t l y purchased these s i x b u i l d i n g s , and 
are i n the process of renovating them as subsidized f a m i l y 
housing financed by the Massachusetts Housing Finance 
Agency. The b u i l d i n g s have been neglected, but not 
d e t r i m e n t a l l y a l t e r e d over the years. I n f a c t , i t i s the 
h i s t o r y of 'benign neglect' which opens the p o s s i b i l i t y 
of a r c h i t e c t u r a l r e s t o r a t i o n . 

Let me add a word t o Margo's synopsis of a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
and h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . V i s u a l l y the impact, when 
r e s t o r e d , of these s i x b u i l d i n g s c l u s t e r e d together w i l l 
be much greater than t h a t of s i x separate r e s t o r a t i o n s 
s c a t t e r e d across town. The d i v e r s i t y of b u i l d i n g types 
w i t h i n the c l u s t e r creates a h i s t o r i c a l microcosm of 
fa m i l y m i l l housing i n an environment which we, as owners 
of ne a r l y the e n t i r e block, can c o n t r o l . 

Rockdale was one of the e a r l i e s t m i l l s i t e s i n the 
Blackstone Va l l e y . Blackstone V a l l e y m i l l s were developed 
under the ".Rhode I s l a n d System", which employed the labor 
of f a m i l i e s , as opposed t o s i n g l e women. 



Candy Jenkins August 4, 1982 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission Page 2. 

The f a m i l y tenements b u i l t by the m i l l company were t h e r e f o r e 
one of the most s i g n i f i c a n t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the r u r a l 
"Rhode I s l a n d System" of m i l l development which dominated 
the Blackstone V a l l e y . 

My f i n a l p o i n t i s t h i s . The economics of government 
subsidized housing development allows us t o b u i l d housing, 
but does not allow us t o r e s t o r e , w i t h h i s t o r i c a l i n t e g r i t y , 
these s i x b u i l d i n g s . The proposed h i s t o r i c designation v ; i l l 
generate funds through the tax c r e d i t t o cover the cost of 
the e x t e r i o r r e s t o r a t i o n techniques r e q u i r e d by your o f f i c e . 
I n t h i s case, a h i s t o r i c d e s i g n a t i o n won't j u s t add t o the 
r e g i s t e r , i t w i l l produce a r e s t o r e d property. 

Your c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n of our proposal would be 
g r e a t l y appreciated. 

JCBrmf John C. Bowman 
/Enclosures. 
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November 

Candice Jenkins 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Washington Street 
Boston, MA 

Dear Candice: 

MA:. , . . W-./MV.. 

The Northbridge H i s t o r i c a l Commission has been made aware that 
E. Dennis Walsh Associates are restoring the anartment houses abutting 
Plantation and McBride Streets i n the Rockdale section of Northbridge. 

Thev have n o t i f i e d us that they have completed a h i s t o r i c a l -
architectural survey of these buildings and have applied for National 
Register status on the Rockdale Common Project. 

These buildings r e f l e c t a segmented but important part i n the 
overall h i s t o r i c a l and arch i t e c t u r a l scheme In the v i l l a g e of 
Rockdale. The Northbridge H i s t o r i c a l Commission plans to complete 
a survey of the ent i r e v i l l a g e sometime i n the near future. 

The E. Dennis Walsh Associates have done an outstanding iob on 
t h i s one segment and we therefore concur with t h e i r nomination for 
National Register status . 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth M. VJarchol 
Chairman, N.H.C. 

cc: J. Alfred Benoit , Chairman of Selectmen 
Renresentative Jack D r l s c o l l 
E. Dennis Walsh Associates 
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January 3, 1983 

Valerie Talmage 
Mass. Historic Commission 
264 Washington Street 
Boston Ma. 02108 

Dear Valerie: 

Your l e t t e r of December 27th i n v i t e d comments on the proposed 
l i s t i n g of the B£Û is£lale,,.£.9?™0'lJ?.i,strict on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

I understand the h i s t o r i c a l significance of the property i s well 
documented i n the submissions to your Commission. I w i l l only add 
a word then about the p a r t i c u l a r significance of your nomination decision 
on February 9th. 

I have recently purchased six vacant buildings i n the proposed 
D i s t r i c t and am i n the process of renovating them as subsidised family 
housing. The economics of government subsidised housing development 
allows me to build housing, but w i l l not allow me to restore, with 
h i s t o r i c a l i n t e g r i t y , these six buildings. 

However, the proposed h i s t o r i c designation w i l l generate funds 
through the tax credit to cover the cost of the exterior restoration 
techniques required by your o f f i c e . 

My point i s that i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r case, your h i s t o r i c designa­
t i o n on February 9th won't j u s t add to the National Register, i t w i l l 
produce a restored property. 

I would appreciate your consideration of t h i s aspect of the 
nomination. 

Sincerely, 

Bowman 
JCB;jmb 
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January 6, 19£3 

Ms. V a l e r i e Talmadge 
Via. H i s t o r i c a l C o m i s s i c n 
26^ WashinrTton S t r e e t 
Boston, I-la. 02108 

Dear M E . Talmadge: 

I v. ' r i te ~o you i n support c f Rockdale CoEison Assoc i a t e s ' 
a p p l i c a t i o n to have t h e i r p roper t i es , "" ' 'Dn5uTld inf :£ l oca t ed ore 
ad.iacent t o the o t h e r , on P l a n t a t i o n S t r e e t , HcBride S t r e e t , 
and T a f t S t r e e t i n the v i l l a g e o f Rockdale, K o r h t h r i d g e , Ma., 
placed on the N a t i o n a l Re^^'lzter o f H i s t o r i c Places . Beinr an 
anateur l o c a l h i s t o r i a n of sone note (braggadocio o f course) 
i t i s ny ^udrenent t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n i s nore than v'orthy o f ccn-

worth:^' o f placeiLent on the R e g i s t e r . E i d e r a t i c n , i t i 

The a p p l i c a t i o n i s superh. Ms. Margo E. w'ehber, v.-ho prepared 
and 

she has 
to 
t o 

____ _____ :ot 
separate t h i s grovrth o f the Tov:n and the growth c f the i n a u s t r i a l 

:yxore 

the doc'jment, i s t c "be cocpl imented on her thorough approach 
h i s t o r i c a l accuracy, nost p a r t i c u l a r l y i n those areas vrhere 
con t r i bu t ed v , - r i t t en , ana v e r i f i e c , doc in ien ta t ion v;hJ.c}: adds 
the genera l body of i n fo r z i aT ion a v a i l a b l e t o those v;ho wish 
study the h i s t o r i c a l evolveiQent o f t h i s conniunity. One ca 

base, over a p e r i o d c f approx imate ly I50 years ( le iO- lQ&O) a.: 
thaii can the W t d t i n "Pan i ly" be separated" f r o m these f a c t o r s . 

Ue, o f t h i s coininunit7v, t h i r i k o f K o r t h b r i d g e as the b i r t h p l a c e 
of the i n d u s t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n i n Massachuset ts , p o s s i b l y p r o p e r l y so 
s s v e are l o c a t e d o n l y 6 m i l e s f r o m Sam S l a t e r ' s m i l l i n E l a t e r s -

Y i l l , 3 . 1 . .ne co: roni" p rosperea , o r no- accord ing to the econo­
mic v.-ell b e i n g c f the V.Tiitin Fam.ily and t h e i r v a r i o u s t e x t i l e en­
t e r p r i s e s . The benevolent p a t e r n a l i s m p r a c t i s e d by the Fami ly , 
i n gocd and bad t imes , i s a f a r cry f rom the monstrous sweatshops of 
o ther Nev; England t e x t i l e c e n t e r s , as the V/h i t ins were of our com-
m.urxity and t r a i n e d i n t h e i r OV.TI shops thereby becoming imbued v.mth 
a sense of ccnmurJ-tj^ p r i d e most t e x t i l e magnates of t h a t era l a c k e d . 

I wholehear ted ly endorse t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n and urge you and the 
Commission t o act f a v o r a b l y on t h i s at tempt t o preserve , and upgrade, 
the unique v e s t i g e s o f what was. 

Very t r u l y y o u r s . 

:•/ 

Spaulding 3 . A l d r i c h ' 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Ass i s t an t 
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January 28, 1983 

Valerie Talmage ; ' - i - -^ ' ''^'-l''' 
Massachusetts Historical Commission /-/ , 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS """̂^ 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Dear Ms. Talmage: 

It has come to my attention recently that the gQckdale Common District in the 
Town of Northbridge, Massachusetts, has filed the necessary forms to be considered 
by the State Review Board for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. 
I understand that at the Board's meeting on February 9, 1983, the submissions of the 
Rockdale Common District will be reviewed and a decision regarding the proposed 
nomination will be rendered at that time. 

The purpose of this letter is to advise you of my keen interest in the matter 
before the Board on February 9. For many months, I have followed closely 
the progress being made in the renovation and restoration of the six woodframe 
buildings which comprise the Rockdale Common District. I t is my understanding 
•that the historical significance of the property in question is well documented 
in the submissions which will be reviewed by the State Review Board. 

Although the housing development in Rockdale Common is proceeding according to 
schedule, the developers inform me that available funding will not allow them 
to restore, with f u l l historical integrity, the six structures. However, the 
proposed historic designation would generate funds through the tax credit to 
cover the cost of the exterior restoration of the buildings. Thus, a historic 
designation will both add a significant historic district to the National 
Register and will yield a restored property, as well. 

As the Representative of the Town of Northbridge in the Congress, and as an 
involved party in supporting the development of housing in Rockdale which 
preserves the historic character of this neighborhood, I endorse the application 
for nomination of the Rockdale Common District enthusiastically. I am hopeful 
that the State Review Board will act favorably in nominating this district 
for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. With gratitude for 
your consideration in this matter, and with warm good wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 

JDErlb 

JflSEpjl D. EARLY 
Member of Congress 

T H I S S T A T I O N E R Y P R I N T E D O N P A P E R M A D E W I T H R E C Y C L E D F I B E R S 



M A S S A C H U S E T T S 
HISTORICAL 

COMMISSION 

COMMONWEALTH OF M A S S A C H U S E T T S 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

February 24, 1983 

Ms. Caro l S h u l l , Chie f 
N a t i o n a l Reg i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c Places 
N a t i o n a l Park Serv ice 
Department o f the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. S h u l l : 

Enclosed you w i l l f i n d the f o l l o w i n g nomination forms : 

Boston - Harvard Avenue F i r e S t a t i o n (Local) 
Dedham - Ames School (Local) 
Needham - Amos F u l l e r House (Local) 
Nevzbury - Hale-Bovnton House (Local) 
.Northbridge - Rockdale Common Housing D i s t r i c t (Local) 
S p r i n g f i e l d - Upper Worthington H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t (Local) 
Winchester - Town H a l l (Local) 

A l l have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and have 
been signed by the State H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r . Owners 
were n o t i f i e d o f pending State Review Board c o n s i d e r a t i o n 30-75 
days before the meeting and were a f f o r d e d the o p p o r t u n i t y to 
comment. Comments received to date are attached to the nomina­
t i o n forms. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Candace 
Regis t r 

CJ/lk 

:ins 
D i r e c t o r 


