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□ Moved Ig Original Site *
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL f/f knownj PHYSICAL APPEARANCE U -IJ**Some buildings were moved 

when Fort Loudoun Dam was 
built.

During the nineteenth century Louisville grew to become one of the most 
important ports on the south bank of the Tennessee River (formerly Holston 
River), It served as a commercial center from which produce and products 
were exported and to which goods from as far away as New Orleans were 
imported. Steamship lines regularly came to the port until the advent of 
the railroad which vastly undermined the importance of Louisville. The 
railroad which came in 1900 put an end to the pronounced growth of the 
later loOO's, but it also succeeded in maintaining a segment of 19th century 
America not often found in the East Tennessee area.

The inundation of Fort Loudoun Lake in the early 19^0*s caused over half 
the community to relocate. Two peninsulas of land were left which form 
the nominated district (see the adjoining map with numbered structures).
The present land is almost entirely residential. Over 90 percent of the 
homes date from the 19th century. Other structures besides housing units 
are the Masonic Lodge (18^7), the Harpers Brothers Store (circa 1880) and 
the post office (a recently constructed structure). The peninsulas and 
the structures lend themselves to such an "old timey" feeling that the 
motion picture The Fool Killer was filmed there in I963.

The wharves and warehouses along what was River Street have been lost to 
Fort Loudoun Lake. The remaining properties have been well kept and 
restored. As Victorian architecture became popular, many of the early 
structures, such as the Hearts!11 and Saffell Homes, underwent additions 
or refinement which altered their Federal lines and now lend themselves to 
an overall Victorian appearance. The Masonic Hall is the only building 
which retains its Federal style.

A couple of structures were moved in the early 19A0's to higher ground.
These bay windowed, turn-of-the-century homes are representative additions 
to the district. One of the most interesting structures in Louisville is 
the Harper Brothers Store. Its doors were closed in I938 but it was not 
completely left vacant. Many remnants of the past (high buttoned shoes, 
various antique furnishings and receipts of steamship lines) made the 
store museum-like.

A few structures have been converted to dwelling units from other uses.
These include the post office, which dates from the early 19th century and 
was later used as the Odd Fellows Lodge. The small home which was once a 
tavern on the road which came through Louisville, was also used as servant 
quarters in conjunction with the adjoining Saffell home.

The Heartsill Home, also known as Goddard's Landing, is one of the oldest 
homes in the district. It was built in 1825 by Abrams Heartsill, who was 
a carpenter and served as mayor of Louisville in its early days of incor­
poration; a few of his pieces of furniture remain within the home. Goddard 
Landing was the home of Wi 11iam Williston Heartsill who wrote of his Civil 
War experiences in Fourteen Hundred and Ninety One Days in the Confederate
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE *Some buildings were moved 

when Fort Loudoun Dam was 
bu i 1 t. 

During the nineteenth century Louisville grew to become one of the most 
important ports on the south bank of the Tennessee River (formerly Holston 
River). It served as a commercial center from which produce and products 
were exported and to which goods from as far away as New Orleans were 
imported. Steamship lines regularly came to the port until the advent of 
the railroad which vastly undermined the importance of Louisville. The 
railroad which came in 1900 put an end to the pronounced growth of the 
later 1800ts, but it also succeeded in maintaining a segment of 19th centur 
America not often found in the East Tennessee area. 

The inundation of Fort Loudoun lake in the early 1940's caused over half 
the community to relocate. Two peninsulas of land were left which form 
the nominated district (see the adjoining map with numbered structures). 
The present land is almost entirely residential. Over 90 percent of the 
homes date from the 19th century. Other structures besides housing units 
are the Masonic lodge (1847), the Harpers Brothers Store (circa 1880) and 
the post office (a recently constructed structure). The peninsulas and 
the structures lend themselves to such an 1101d timey" feeling that the 
motion picture The .Fool Killer was filmed there in 1963. 

The wharves and warehouses along what was River Street have been lost to 
Fort Loudoun Lake. The remaining properties have been well kept and 
restored. As Victorian architecture became popular, many of the early 
structures, such as the Heartsill and Saffell Homes, underwent additions 
or refinement which altered their Federal lines and now lend themselves to 
an overall Victorian appearance. The Masonic Hall is the only building 
which retains its Federal style. 

A couple of structures were moved in the early 1940 1 s to higher ground. 
These bay windowed, turn-of-the-century homes are representative additions 
to the district. One of the most interesting structures in Louisville is 
the Harper Brothers Store. Its doors were closed in 1938 but it was not 
completely left vacant. Many remnants of the past (high buttoned shoes, 
various antique furnishings and receipts of steamship lines) made the 
store museum-like. 

A few structures have been converted to dwelling units from other uses. 
These include the post office, which dates from the early 19th century and 
was later used as the Odd Fellows lodge. The small home which was once a 
tavern on the road which came through Louisville, was also used as servant 
quarters in conjunction with the adjoining Saffell home. 

The Heartsill Home, also known as Goddard's landing, is one of the oldest 
homes in the district. It was built in 1825 by Abrams Heartsill, who was 
a carpenter and served as mayor of Louisville in its early days of incor­
poration; a few of his pieces of furniture remain within the home. Goddard' 
landing was the home of William Williston Heartsill who wrote of his Civil 
War experiences in Fourteen Hundred ~ Ninety ~ ~ l!!_ .!!:!!:_ Confederate 
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1. Description

There are thirty buildings in the Louisville Historic District, 
over half of which possess architectural significance. The only intrusions 
are a boat manufacturing plant and a few new houses that have recently been 
built. The district still presents a peaceful 19th century setting. Only 
two or three of the existing buildings in the district have been moved be­
cause of the flooding by the TVA project. Approximately half of the original 
town was flooded, with the present Louisville Historic District being the 
higher elevations of two peninsulas that were formed by the lake at the south 
western end of the former town.

The district includes the area of the two peninsulas formed by the 
lake with the exception of the northeastern half of the upper peninsula which 
is vacant land owned by TVA. The western boundary would be a line west of 
the main road leading to the upper peninsula; the northern boundary would 
be the shoreline of the upper peninsula; the eastern boundary would be the 
northeastern shoreline of the lower peninsula to a point across the northern 
end of the upper peninsula south of the vacant TVA land, and the southern 
boundary would be a line Just north of the railroad. The enclosed map indi­
cates these boundaries.
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7. Description 

ee 

There are thirty bui I dings in the Louisvi I le Historic District, 
over half of which possess architectural significance. The only intrusions 
are a boat manufacturing plant and a few new houses that have recently been 
bu i It. The district st i I I presents a peacefu I 19th century setting. On I y 
two or three of the existing bui I dings in the district have been moved be­
cause of the flooding by the TVA project. Approximately half of the original 
town was flooded, with the present Louisvi I le Historic District being the 
higher elevations of two peninsulas that were formed by the lake at the south 
western end of the former town. 

The district includes the area of the two peninsulas formed by the 
lake with the exception of the northeastern half of the upper peninsula which 
is vacant land owned by TVA. The western boundary would be a I ine west of 
the main road leading to the upper peninsula; the northern boundary would 
be the shore I ine of the upper peninsula; the eastern boundary would be the 
northeastern shore I ine of the lower peninsula to a point across the northern 
end of the upper peninsula south of the vacant TVA land, and the southern 
boundary would be a I ine just north of the rai I road. The enclosed map indi­
cates these boundaries. 
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7. DESCRIPTION (cont.)

Army. Down the same street is the Wilkinson house which was built around 
1820. This was the home of B. F. Wilkinson, local iron forger. It is a 
Federal styled structure, but the present owners have added wings at either 
end which vastly alter the original appearance. Across the street from the 
Wilkerson home is the Methodist parsonage. Like the Myers home, it was 
moved to higher ground when Fort Loudoun was to be inundated. Both of these 
late 19th century Victorian residences compliment their surroundings. 
Louisville was quite highly developed in the late l800's and few vacant lots 
remained. After the creation of the lake, the property became desirable 
because of their shore front locations. Since the 19^0's most homes have 
been renovated and restored. On a few vacant lots a few modern homes have 
been constructed, but the overall appearance is one of the 19th century— 
ranging from early Federal architecture to late Victorian styling.
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~- Down the same street is the Wilkinson house which was built around 
l820. This was the home of B. F. Wilkinson, local iron forger. It is a 
Federal styled structure, but the present owners have added wings at either 
end which vastly alter the original appearance. Across the street from the 
Wilkerson home is the Methodist parsonage. Like the Myers home, it was 
moved to higher ground when Fort Loudoun was to be inundated. Both of these 
late 19th century Victorian residences compliment their surroundings. 
Louisville was quite highly developed in the late 1800's and few vacant lots 
remained. After the creation of the lake, the property became desirable 
because of their shore front locations. Since the 1940's most homes have 
been renovated and restored. On a few vacant lots a few modern homes have 
been constructed, but the overall appearance is one of the 19th century-­
ranging from early Federal architecture to late Victorian styling. 
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1 i Urban Planning 
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After various treaties with the Cherokees in the later l8th century, in­
cluding the Treaty of Dumpling Creek and the Treaty of Holston, Blount 
County was opened to settlement. The Louisville area was largely farmland; 
it was first known as Gillespie's Landing because James and Robert 
Gillespie shipped their iron from there down the Tennessee.

The growth of Louisville (its name was possibly derived from Louis 
Philippe of France who visited the Blount County area in 1797) was set 
by the River, in 1828 the "Atlas” steamed up the Tennessee, Although 
there were only a couple of homes in Louisville in 1830, the site became 
one of the most important ports on the south bank of the River. By 1851 
streets had been laid out and the citizens received a charter of incor­
poration from the County Court at Maryville. Products from western 
Carolina and East Tennessee were shipped at Louisville. The long overland 
route from Baltimore gave way to river traffic; and instead goods were 
imported from New Orleans. Among the establishments were tanneries, black­
smith shops, wagon and copper shops, flour mills, lumber mills, distillerie 
shoemaking shops, warehouses and produce stores. This era was Louisville's 
heyc(ey> A number of the buildings which form this district were standing 
in 1850. The Samuel Saffell House, although later enlarged, was built in 
1834; he operated a warehouse and mill. The Masonic Lodge, which was 
constructed in 1847, and first served as the community school for a few 
years, is still used by the Masons today. The Kennedy home was built 
around 1850; the Kennedy's owned a number of warehouses in Louisville, 
operated mills elsewhere in the county and the impetus behind much of the 
exporting business.

The Civil War was but the beginning of Louisville's downfall. Sympathies 
concerning the conflict were widely divided and Louisville's young men 
went in various directions. The aforementioned William Heartsill sent 
notes home about his experiences in the war, and as he writes in his 
autobiography, he returned to Louisville to visit his father while separated 
from his unit. The town was occupied at various times during the war.
Union General 0. 0. Howard's division spread miles across the Blount County 
countryside with their lines terminating with the River at Louisville. 
General Wheeler's cavalry and General Sherman's army camped near the bank. 
The worst depredations during the war were the result of bushwhackers and 
renegades. Following the war. Carpetbag rule ignored the inherent rights 
of many long-time Louisville residents and caused bitter feelings.
Problems associated with Reconstruction were further exacerbated by heavy
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After various treaties with the Cherokees in the later 18th century, in­
cluding the Treaty of Dumpling Creek and the Treaty of Holston, Blount 
County was opened to settlement. The Louisville area was largely farmland· 
it was first known as Gillespiets Landing because James and Robert 
Gillespie shipped their iron from there down the Tennessee. 

The growth of Louisville (its name was possibly derived from Louis 
PhiHppe Cllf France who vistted the Blount County area in 1797) was set 
by the River. tn 1828 the ttAtlas" steamed up the Tennessee. Although 
there were only a couple of homes in Louisville in 1830, the site became 
one of the most important ports on the south bank of the River. By 1851 
streets had been laid out and the citizens received a charter of incor­
poration from the County Court at Maryville. Products from western 
Carolina and East Tennessee were shipped at Louisville. The long overland 
route from Baltimore gave way to river traffic; and instead goods were 
imported from New Orleans. Among tf:le establishments were tanneries, black 
smith shops, wagon and copper ihops, flour mills, lumber mills, distilleri s, 
shoemaking shops, warehouses and produce stores. This era was Louisvi11e 1 

heydev\ A number of the buildings which form this district were standing 
in 1'8so. The Samuel Saffell House, although later enlarged, was built in 
1834; he operated a warehouse and mill. The Masonic Lodge, which was 
constructed in 1847, and first served as the community school for a few 
years, is still used by the Masons today. The Kennedy home was built 
around 1850; the Kennedyts owned a number of warehouses in Louisville, 
operated mills elsewhere in the county and the impetus behind much of the 
exporting business. 

The Civil War was but the beginning of Louisville 1 s downfall. Sympathies 
concerning the conflict were widely divided and Louisville's young men 
went in various directions. The aforementioned William Heartsill sent 
notes home about his experiences in the war, and as he writes in his 
autobiography, he returned to Louisville to visit his father while separate 
from his unit. The town was occupied at various times during the war. 
Union General 0. 0. Howard's division spread miles across the Blount County 
countryside with their lines terminating with the River at Louisville. 
General Wheelerts cavalry and General Sherman's army camped near the bank. 
The worst depredations during the war were the result of bushwhackers and 
renegades. Following the war, Carpetbag rule ignored the inherent rights 
of many long-time Louisville residents and caused bitter feelings. 
Problems associated with Reconstruction were further exacerbated by heavy 



f'». MAJOR Bt&UOGRAPHfCAt REFERENCES
Burns, Inez. The History of BToUnt County, Tennessee CNastvytlle, 1957),

Selected clippings, Lawson-McGhee Library, Knoxville.

Love, A. H. (Updated by Willie Mae French and Elizabeth Prather),
"A History of Louisville, Blount County, Tennessee." Unpublished 
manuscript. Maryville Public Library.

CORNER
LATITU DE

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 35° 49' 21” 84 ° 03 ■ 16 *
NE 35° 49- 32' 84 ° 03 ’ 05 ”
SE 35° 49* 25” 84 ° 02 ■ 38 ”
SW z,q. 14- R4 o 02' 14 •-

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

L^TITU^E AND LONGIT'JDE C O 0_R.D I N A T.E5 
DEFINING THe. CtNT^R POINT OF A PROPERTY

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds
o » •

Degrees Minutes Seconds
o » »

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUjjJT^tpai^UJ^ ARI ES

COUNTY: imiVEO 7a :

Afa- '.D

NAME AND TITLE:

Michael Carberry, Rpsparrh flggnr.jat^L-
ORGANI ZATION

East Tennessfif* Pp.vpInppTpnt Ptstrict

DATE

2-10-74
STREET AND NUMBER:

1810 Lake Avenue
CITY OR TOWN:

Knoxv i 11 e
112. STATE LIAISON OFFtCE^fcRTtFICATlOH

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedhres set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is;

National □ State Q Local ®

Name
/Lawrence C. Henry 

Executive Director 
Title Tennessee Historical Commission

Date June 12. 1974

ALpnrLP c cpp
NATIONAL RECSISTER VgRlFICATION

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Hietoric Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Date

Keeper of National RegfsAr O

m
m

z;
</»
H

cz
n
H

O

z
«✓>

GPO 931.894

Burns, Inez. -~ ·tttstory ·of ·Blount ·county; ·Tennessee (Nc\sh.vtl le~ 1957), 

Selected clippings, Lawson~McGhee Library, Knoxville. 

Love, A.H. (Updated by Willie Mae French and Elizabeth 
11A History of Louisville, Blount County, Tennessee. 11 

manuscript. Maryville Public Library. 

Prather), 
Unpublished 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PR0°FRTY 0 DEFINING THc. <.:.t;,NT ~ R POIN T OF A ?WOPERTY 

,---.---------.------------1 R OF LES_S THAN TEN ACRES __ _ 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 35 ° 49 · 21 • 84 ° 03 . 16 • 
NE 35 ° 49 • 32 • 84 ° 03 . 05 • 
SE 35 ° 49 · 25 • 84 ° 02 . 38 • 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

0 O 

STATE : CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY : CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY : CODE 

STATE : CODE COUNTY : CODE 

STREET AND NUMBER : 

1810 Lake Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN : 

Knoxvi 1 le 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na ­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

P.Valuated accordine; to the c-iteria and procewres set 

forth by the National Park Service. The reco_mmended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National O State O Local 

"·- ~----} I Lawrence C. Henry 
Executive Director 

Title __,_T.,.,e""'n""'n,..,,e""s"--=s=-=e"'-'e=--H:..:...:.i-=s--=t'-"o'-'-r-'i....,c""'a.,__l.,__=-C-=o'-"m::.:.m,._,i-=s:..:s'""'j'""'o:..:n.,_ 

Date June 12, 1974 

DATE 

2-10- 4 

STATE CODE 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date _/_~.;___:?--_~~!z--+-I __ _ 
I 

ATTEST: 

GPO 931-894 

VI 

m 
m 

z 
VI 

--t 
:::0 

C: 

n 
--t 

0 

% 

VI 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

national register of historic places
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

STATE

COUNTY

R1nunt
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

----- nrn R 1Q74-----(Number all entrlee) ~ --------------------------

8. Significance

The area of musical significance was incorrectly marked, instead of 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (cont.)

floods which occurred in 1867 and 1875. Much of the warehousing and river 
front property was lost as the water peaked at over AO feet on both occasions 
After 1875 Louisville began to experience new economic growth. The steamship 
business was revived as Louisville became a major port by linking itself to 
various railroad centers in East Tennessee such as Knoxville and Lenoir City. 
(It is interesting that Harper Brothers Store still has scattered receipts 
from various steamship lines for importing and exporting at Louisville.) 
Marble was frequently exported during the later 19th century by A. H. Love 
and S. H. Wilkinson. The ultimate decline of the commerce of Louisville 
came with the creation of the L 6 N Line through the town. No longer was 
river shipping necessary or as profitable. The town reverted to an agricul­
tural community during the early 20th century as it was one hundred years 
previously. Marble quarrying continued until the 1920's. The final chapter 
of Louisville is marked by the development of Fort Loudoun Lake by the 
Tennessee Valley Authority. Many old-time residents sold their property and 
moved out of Louisville. The two peninsulas of Louisville which stretch into 
the lake have become attractive residential property sites with many aspects 
of the river days very much alive.

Louisville's importance as an early river port and the many buildings 
exhibiting various styles of architecture make it a unique community in 
East Tennessee.
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floods which occurred in 1867 and 1875. Much of the warehousing and river 
front property was lost as the water peaked at over 40 feet on both occasions. 
After 1875 Louisville began to experience new economic growth. The steamship 
business was revived as Louisville became a major port by linking itself to 
various railroad centers in East Tennessee such as Knoxville and Lenoir City. 
(It is interesting that Harper Brothers Store still has scattered receipts 
from various steamship lines for importing and exporting at Louisville.) 
Marble was frequently exported during the later 19th century by A.H. Love 
and S. H. Wilkinson. The ultimate decline of the commerce of Louisville 
came with the creation of the L & N Line through the town. No longer was 
river shipping necessary or as profitable. The town reverted to an agricul­
tural community during the early 20th century as it was one hundred years 
previously. Marble quarrying continued until the 1920's. The final chapter 
of Louisville is marked by the development of Fort Loudoun Lake by the 
Tennessee Valley Authority. Many old-time residents sold their property and 
moved out of Louisville. The two peninsulas of Louisville which stretch into 
the lake have become attractive residential property sites with many aspects 
of the river days very much alive. 

Louisville's importance as an early river port and the many buildings 
exhibiting various styles of architecture make it a unique community in 
East Tennessee. 
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The property owner has asked us to submit additional historical information on the Harper House and Store, 
a contributing resource, located within the Louisville Historic District in Blount County which was listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places on December 23, 197 4. 

The additional information is as follows: 

The Harper House and Store Building in Louisville, Tennessee: An Historical Summary 

Prepared July 13, 2013 by Philip J. Mummert and Ann K. Bennett 

Imagine what it must have been like in Louisville more than 160 years ago during the decades just 
preceding the Civil War. The town was a booming mercantile, warehousing and trade center; the most 
important steamboat port on the south bank of the Tennessee River and the most important town in Blount 
County. Records tell us that there were wagon shops, coopers, tan yards, merchandise stores, shoe 
making shops, blacksmiths, distilleries, saddle tree factories, and flour mills. The original portions of this 
house and store building were built during this boom period. 

The store occupied a prime location at the intersection of River Street (today's front gravel driveway) and 
Gilbert Street (today's Cox Road). River Street connected points south such as Maryville and the 
mountains (via Louisville's Main Street) with Safell's Ferry, the wharf and warehouses at the river one 
quarter mile northwest of the store building. Gilbert Street provided access to other cross-river ferries and 
Knoxville and Concord. 

According to historical records, John F. and James Henry first built a store where the current store building 
stands. The Henry brothers continued in the mercantile business for several years and sold their property 
to Horace Foster in 1853. A record of Louisville history states that the original buildings on the property had 
burnt to the ground. When this occurred is not known. Whether the Henry brothers or Foster were the 
owners is not known. What is known is that Mr. Foster and his two sons, Frank and Sam, operated a store 
at this location. The original residential structure and front portion of the store building that stand today 
were probably built by Horace Foster during the 1850's. The Harper House of today represents that original 
structure and 3 additions. The wide pine floorboards in today's entrance hallway, living room, side office 
and front dining room signify antebellum construction and mark the original footprint. The front section of 
the store building was also built in the 1850s, and the back section in the 1870s. The front portion was used 
to sell general merchandise; the back section, seed and feed. The Post Office annex was added in the 
early 1890s. 

In addition to being a merchant, Horace Foster was a prominent and active member of the community 
before and during the Civil War. He was the signer of a January, 1851 petition to incorporate the town and 
one of the first aldermen when the Town of Louisville was first incorporated later in the year and also served 
as Town Mayor. Historical records tell us that he ran a cooper shop in the brick building across (Cox Road) 
from the store; the building still stands today and is believed to be the oldest building on the peninsula. 
Foster served as a trustee of the nearby Holston Academy and the local Methodist Church and was a Union 
sympathizer. 



NPS FORM 10-900-A 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Additional Page 
Documentation 

2 
Louisville Historic District 
Blount County, Tennessee 

Events of the Civil War had a damaging effect on Louisville. During the war years, both Confederate and 
Union troops occupied the Town. On at least one occasion, the Harper House served as an important relay 
point for a secret message from General Ulysses Grant to General Ambrose Burnside. In late 1863, Grant's 
message made it from his Chattanooga location to Kingston. From there, copies of the message were sent 
out using five different couriers to notify General Burnside, who was nearly surrounded by Longstreet's 
Confederate troops in Knoxville, that help was on the way. Only one of the five messages eventually got 
through to Burnside largely due to the heroic effort of Mary Love, a young woman who carried the message 
from Kingston on horseback to a close relative who lived in Louisville. Her 35-mile ride on a cold November 
night, which included crossing the Tennessee River and an encounter with Confederate troops, is well­
recorded by Judge Oliver Temple in his book, East Tennessee and the Civil War (1899). Mary Love's 
destination that night was the home of her brother-in-law, Horace Foster. She stayed at the house and a 
thirteen year old neighbor, John Brown, was able to get the message through to Burnside the next day. 
The message, and the good news it conveyed, is given some credit for lifting the spirits of Burnside's men 
and their triumph over Longstreet's troops at the Battle of Fort Sanders. Love received a pension from 
Congress in recognition of her contribution. 

During the war years, bands of raiders would frequently dash into Louisville and create consternation to the 
people who were on the opposing side. A painting by John Wiley Wallace, once on exhibit at the Knoxville 
Museum of Art, depicts an 1864 Confederate raid in Louisville remembered by the artist. It is recorded that 
one of these raiding parties captured Horace Foster, "a very active Union man. He thought for sure his 
time had come. It is said that he tried to escape from them by running through Cox's Mill pond, but they 
caught him and he was brought back home with a bullet in his leg." 

Following the war, and through reconstruction, Louisville continued to prosper but began to lose its relative 
economic position in the area. Railroads had become a more preferable means of transporting goods than 
steamboats and the first rail line was located on the north side of the river in 1856. Horace Foster sold his 
property to Mary L. Jones in 1869. The property was acquired by Thomas Furgusson in 1874 and, after his 
death, owned by Albert Ferguson until 1886. Little is known about the Ferguson's (sp?). 

In 1870, three rooms were added to the original house; today's front bedroom, den, and kitchen on the 
lakeside. During the latter part of the 1800s, the mercantile business continued to prosper. Louisville 
continued to serve as a commercial hub due in part to marble operations at the nearby Copley quarries at 
Sheep's Pen, the shipping of marble and other goods by steamboat across the river to railroad transfer 
points and commercial hubs like Concord, and continued area mercantile, milling and warehousing 
operations. But major flood events in 1867 and 1875 and railroads on the Knoxville side of the river and to 
Maryville helped diminish Louisville's stature as a trade center during this period. 

Johnston and Co. assumed operations at the store building in 1882. In 1886, the property was conveyed to 
Joe M. Johnston who was the proprietor of the store. He and his family resided next door in the house. 

The property was sold by Johnston to the Harpers in 1894. John Lonas Harper and Lafayette Rodgers 
(Doc) Harper moved to Louisville from Knoxville about the same time. John and Doc wanted to operate a 
general merchandise store. John, his wife Annie, and family moved into this house next to the store 
building. Doc and his family lived across River Street. A post office was added to the store building and 
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Doc served as Louisville postmaster. The Post Office operated at this location until October 1943. In the 
store, general merchandise was available in the front section; seed and feed in the middle; perishables 
(meats, flowers, vegetables, eggs, etc.) stored in the rear. A large vegetable and flower garden between 
the store building and the house was accessible to customers from a side store door. A fish pond in front of 
the house kept fish caught in nearby waters fresh until they were sold or eaten at home. The Harper 
Brothers General Merchandise Store operated for forty-four years--from 1894 until 1938. Most of the store's 
ledger books are at the McClung Collection at the East Tennessee Historical Center in Knoxville. 

John L. and Annie's home was always open for family and friends. Cakes, pies, vegetables from the 
garden, and fried chicken were frequent offerings. They had eight children that lived past infancy--five of 
them girls. Jennie, Della, Maude, Irene, and Cleo all grew up in the house on River Street. 

During the early 1900's, Louisville had become primarily a residential community. Many residents were 
employed at the Alcoa Aluminum Company plant that opened in 1913 or at one of the nearby marble mines 
between Louisville and Friendsville that were experiencing a boom period. Demand for marble was boosted 
by "city beautiful" efforts and preferences for monumental architecture in public buildings in major cities 
across the country. The Light Pink Marble Company, located two miles west of Louisville, was the largest 
industry of the town by 1930. 

Plans for a major TVA dam and the eventual impoundment of the Tennessee River near Lenoir City, meant 
that over 150 Louisville area households, 3 businesses, and 2 churches would have to be moved or 
demolished and relocated to make way for the new lake. Miss Jennie Harper was one of the members of 
the Louisville Relocation Committee that met with TVA and Tennessee State Planning Commission officials 
in the early 40's as plans unfolded. The town's street pattern and road layout would change forever and 
severely impact the store's primary market area and advantageous location. The Harper Brothers store 
closed its doors in December 1938 as TVA began to carry out its plan to build the dam twenty-two miles 
downstream and clear buildings and relocate roads for the reservoir. The impoundment of the river and 
creation of Fort Loudoun Lake would not affect the store building itself. A peninsula was formed leaving the 
Harper Brothers store, the house next to it and other old neighborhood houses on high ground. 

John L. Harper died June 24, 1941. His wife Annie remained in the home even after TVA flooded much of 
Louisville. Prior to her death she deeded her home to her daughters, Maude and Jennie, who lived in the 
home with her. The property remained with Harper family members until 1979. 

In September, 1943, as Fort Loudoun lake waters rose, the Harper House became a lakefront property, but 
the size and vitality of the town's economy around it continued to decline. By the late 70s, many of the old 
homes in the area had become either second homes on the lake for Knoxville residents or, as in the case of 
the Harper House, rental units. In 1975, Blount County and TVA developed the northeast end of the 
peninsula adjacent to the Harper property into a twenty-acre recreational area called Louisville Point Park. 

Ann Bennett and Philip Mummert purchased the Harper property in 1984 and moved into the house one 
week after adopting their 2-week old daughter Kate. Mrs. Cleo Harper McCammon, one of the five sisters 
who grew up in the house, accompanied Ann, Phil and baby Kate to the closing. At 83 years of age, she 
was excited to know that another little girl was going to grow up in the house. 



NPS FORM 10-900-A 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Additional Page 
Documentation 

4 
Louisville Historic District 
Blount County, Tennessee 

In 1992, the Pellissippi Parkway and a new bridge across the Tennessee River greatly improved access 
between the Louisville area and Knoxville. Today, the neighborhood of older homes is interspersed with 
homes more recently built. The store building looks out of place, located on the peninsula cut off from much 
of the community by water and passed annually by thousands of persons going to and from Point Park. 
And the Harper House stands next to it, having surviv,ed the Civil War, Tennessee River flooding, decades 
of girls growing up, economic booms and decline, TVA dam building and a few years of neglect in between. 

In 2010, a new car garage was built to blend in with the house and store building. On April 27, 2011, a 
severe weather system contributed substantial exterior damage to both the store and house. Subsequent 
repair of storm damage included roofs, gutters, siding, trim, porch floor, deck and store windows. A major 
renovation to the back of the house in 2012 included a new entrance way and back porch, interior 
hallway/laundry room, breakfast room, kitchen, bedroom and a modernized bathroom with shower. 

Sources: 

Oliver P. Temple. East Tennessee and the Civil War (1899) 
Earl J. Hess. The Knoxville Campaign: Burnside and Longstreet in East Tennessee (2012) 
Noel Fisher. The Civil War in the Smokies (2005) 

Date 
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TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION
STATE LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES BUILDING 

NASHVILLE. TENNESSEE 37219

ROBERT A. McGAW, Chairman Nashville
HARRY W. WELLFORD, Vice-Chairman Memphis June 17, 1974

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
The National Register 
Department of the Interior 
18th and C Streets, N. W, 
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

RtCQMtfl 
JUN 2 0 1974 '^5

national aa, "register^

LAWRENCE C. HENRY 
Executive Director

Enclosed please find the forms necessary for the nomination 
of Louisville Historic District to the National Register of 
Historic Places.

If any additional information is needed, please let me know.

Sincerely,

Lawrence C. Henry 
State Historic Preservation 

Officer

LCH/ma

Enclosure

TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

ROBERT A. McGAW, Chairman 
Nashvllle 

HARRY W. WELLFORD, Vice-Chairman 
Memphis 

STATE LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES BUILDING 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37219 

June 17, 1974 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
The National Register 
Department of the Interior 
18th and C Streets, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

LAWRENCE C. HENRY 
Execut!ve Director 

Enclosed please find the forms necessary for the nomination 
of Louisville Historic District to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

If any additional information is needed, please let me know. 

LCH/ ma 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

Lawrence C. Henry 
State Historic Preservation 

Officer 



STATE OF TENNESSEE
TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION
170 SECOND AVENUE, NORTH 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37201 
TELEPHONE (415) 741-2371

LAWRENCE C. HENRY, Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer

ll/26/7h

Dear Kate,

I am returning the nomination for the 
Louisville Historic District, together 
with answers (I hope) to the questions 
raised. Also enclosed are additional 
photos showing some streetscapes. These 
are difficult to make because of the 
way the area is laid out,

I hope this will be sufficient. It is 
about the best we can do. This is a 
very significant area and I hope there 
will be no problems in adding it to the 
Register,

Best to you,.

Sincerely,

Herbert

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
170 SECOND AVENUE, NORTH 
NASHVILLE, TENNES~EE 3720 1 
TELEPHONE (615) 741-2371 

LAWRENCE C. HENRY, Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

11/26/74 

Dear Kate, 

I am returning the nomination for the 
Louisville Historic District, together 
with answers (I hope) to the questions 
raised. Also enclosed are additional 
photos showing some streetscapes. These 
are difficult to make because of the 
way the area is laid out. 

I hope this will be sufficient. It is 
about the best we can do. This is a 
very significant area and I hope there 
will be no problems in adding it to the 
Register. 

Best to you •. 

Sincerely, 
r ,-_ . 

J~ t 
Herbert 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE nmissEE
Date Entered DEC 2 3 1974

Name Location

":;V:

t-'

.; J. :

i:

Also Notified
Bon. Howard H. Baker, Jr.
Bob. Bill Brock 
Bob. JoIib J. Dwmmb 
Hon. Ed JoBBB
Mr. DougleB Hheeler, Dep«^ Asst. 

Secretory for Flak and Wildlife 
«id Faika

Mr. Bakert M. Wtley, Aaat. Director 
Fork HlalM>rie Freservatlon 

Regional Director, Southeast Region

State Historic Freservation Officer 
Mr. Lawrmca C. Boury 
Eaod^ve Director 
TaBBsaaea Biatorleal GaaadLaaleB
170 2nd Ave., N 
MaahvUle. T 37201

MMott/row 12/26/74

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE DNIESS&E 

Date Entered 

Name 

{ Lotwnille lliCHic llUtdec 

Mt. Zion Church ad C..tery 
(United Bapttat Church) 

DEC 2 3 1974 

Location 

touiffille 
Blount County 

Also Notified 

Hon. Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Bot.I. Bill lrock 
Ban. John J. Dlmea 
Hon. Y Joaa 
Mr. Doqlu Wheeler. Deputy Aaat. 

Secretary for rtah aad Wildlife 
a.cl Parka 

Nr. lollert M. UU•J• Aut . Director 
fuk IU.at.oric heNnat:t.oo ·· 

Regional Director, Southeast Region 

State Biatorlc PreNrvation Officer 
Mr. 1.avr ... c. Beary 
Execotiw Director 
Tenau ... Bietorieal Collllld••ioa 
170 2nd Ave., N 
HuhYi.lle, t-•••M 37201 

0- MMott/row 12/26/74 



November 8, 2013 

Carol Shull 

TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 

2941 LEBANON ROAD 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243-0442 

OFFICE: (615) 532-1550 
E-mail: Peggv.Nlckell@tn.gov 

(615) 532-1550, ext. 128 
www.tn.gov/environment/history 

Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
National Register Branch 
1201 Eye Street NW 
8th floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please find additional documentation on the Harper House and Store, a 
contributing resource located within the National Register listed Louisville Historic 
District in Blount County, Tennessee. The district was listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places on December 23, 1974. This additional documentation submission was 
requested by the property owners. 

If you have any questions or if more information is needed, contact Peggy Nickell at 
615/532-1550, extension 128 or Peggy.Nickell@tn.gov. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Claudette Stager 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

CS:pn 

Enclosure (1) 


