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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Nashville's Union Station is one of the few remaining older buildings
located in the central city which has any claim to architectural
quality. The outstanding feature is the Romanesque style of architecture
The style is said to have been patterend after the Allegheny County
Court House and Jail in Pittsburg, Pa. It is known that the builder

of Nashville's Union Station was influenced by Henry Richardson. When
one examines the two structures, this is extremely apparent.

The structure is 150 feet square, rising 239 feet. The building has a
central interior arcade which is topped by skylights. The lower

part of the arcade has waiting rooms, travel offices, and resturants.
Gallaries face the center of the ar¢ade on which the general offices
exit. The third floor of the building is not seen from the arcade. In the
rear of the exterior is a smoke stack, topped with flying buttresses
which support a huge enclosed chimney. This devise vents the smoke caused
by the presence of engines which pass underneath the building on four
The central waiting room presents a sight of grandeur.
The art work was executed and designed by M.J.Doner of Chicago.
Illustrated is the agricultural, mechanical, and commercial interest of
Decorating the south wall is the 1900 Limited,
a full vestibuded passenger train, withthe Nashville and Chattanooga
"Bully" engine, No. 108, at the head. This interprets the annihilation
of space and time which enables Nash¥ille to shake hands with
Louisville, Kentucky.

The building is constructed of Bowling Green gray stone and Tennessee
marble. The roof material is gray-black slate shingles. The third
office level is housed in the roof, using a series of dormers for light.
The basement, where the passenger trains run, is a series of

Romen arches.,

The structure is sound, needs cleaning. It has a somewhat neglected
appearance since the decline of p assenger service.
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There is little left in Nashville that represents siginifcant late
19th century architecture. The station is an excellent, if not an
exceptional example of Richardson Romanesque style of institutional
building. It is the most impressive mark on the Nashville skyline
which remains of the 19th century. It was designed in the later part of
the 1890's and formally dedicated in 1900. The building was designed
by Richard Montfort, and engineer for the railroad who had no formal
architectural training. He did receive his engineering degree from the
Royal College of Scince in Dublin, Ireland. The Union Station is one
ma jor building which he is known to have desigged. Although i$ is
understood he designed some minor works for the railrocad, Louisville
and Nashville Railroad. Montfort was inspired to his creatlon by
the beauty of the Courthouse of Allegheny C ounty, Pa. The Nashville
Union Station is a monument to the industry of the Louisville and
Nashville Railroad. During times of emergency, the Station served
the needs of the military to a commendable degree. It presently
stands as a monumnet to the New South which emerged after the Civil
War.
There is great interest in the preservation of the station. Several
groups, economicly oriented, are attempting to preserve the building.
Mueh interest has been demonstrated in adapting the structure into a
civic center for all social and economic groups. As public support
swells, the Nashville Union Station is a worth candidate for the
“ational Register of Historic Places,
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ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS :

The additional documentation justifies the significance of the Nashville Union Station under
Criteria A in the area of transportation and Criteria C in the area of architecture. The station is
among the finest remaining examples of Romanesque Revival architecture in Nashville and was
the principal rail terminus in the city during the heyday of railroad transportation. Although the
train shed has recently been removed, the station building and the baggage shed retain integrity
and convey the significance of the property.
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The Nashville Union Station and Trainshed was listed as a National Historic Landmark and listed in
the National Register. The National Historic Landmark status was removed on 7/31/03. On
12/9/02 additional documentation was accepted to keep the Nashville Union Station on the
National Register for its local significance. The official name of the property should now be the
Nashville Union Station.
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The Nashville Union Station remains one of the outstanding turn-of-the century
public buildings in Nashville. Constructed in 1900 of rusticated stone, the
Romanesque design of the station is highlighted by the large number semi-
circular arched openings and the soaring clock tower capped by a statue of
Mercury. The large central waiting room remains basically intact. The station
also stands as a symbol of the cooperative efforts of the Louisville and Nashville
and the Nashville, Chattanooga and St. Louis railways. As the principal terminus
in Nashville during the heyday of rail travel, the Union Station is important to the
transportation history of the city.

The Union Station (hotel) retains its integrity of design, materials, workmanship
and location. The setting of the building is somewhat compromised due to the
loss of the train shed that had been attached to it. Nevertheless, the station
should remain listed in the National Register for its local significance in
architecture and transportation. The baggage shed is linked to the station hotel
through walkways and should remain as a contributing building.



