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Located in the center of Raymond along the tracks of the Boston and Maine 
Railroad, the station constitutes a finely-preserved example of late 19th 
century railroad architecture. It consists of the station proper and 
attached roofed-over areas on either side which are supported by^square 
posts with chamfered comers and sawn braces. The one-story station is 
rectangular in plan with central bay projections on the northwest and 
southeast elevations and a bow projection on the southwest facade. Clap­ 
boards sheathe the wall surface from the brick foundation to the window 
sills; the remaining wall treatment is of imbricated scalloped shingles. 
Sawn braces support the eaves which are embellished by exposed rafter 
tails. The hip roof is punctuated by a brick chimney stack on the north­ 
west elevation and by the semaphore signaling equipment on the southeast. 
Door and window heads are molded. The stenciled window boxes are a recent 
addition.

Two related buildings are located behind the station and west of the 
tracks and are in excellent condition. One is a section car house which 
is now used to store a fire engine belonging to the historical society. The 
other is a small waiting station which was moved from Bast Candia, New 
Hampshire, and is used as a tool shed. Near the station's west corner is 
a brass bell cast in 1859 by Henry H. Hooper and Company, The bell once 
hung in the Raymond Town Hall which was destroyed in the fire of 1892.

The interior of the depot is equally well-preserved and retains many 
original features. The baggage room, now used for museum space, is 
separated from the central ticket area by the original gates. The ticket 
office has its ticket windows and semaphore signaling equipment intact. 
In the waiting room there is much of the original seating.
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In a time when many railroad stations are threatened with demolition or 
suffer from severe structural deterioration, the Raymond depot is out­ 
standing not only because of its well-preserved condition, but as a 
typical example of late 19th century railroad architecture. Almost in 
its exact original condition, it maintains a reference to the town's 
earlier history.

The railroad, was extremely important to Raymond's economy. It brought 
in raw materials for the manufacture of shoes and other products and shipped 
out finished goods from local shops and mills. It was also vital in 
transporting the town's summer tourists who came annually and stayed in 
Raymond's many fine boarding houses and inns.

This is the third in a succession of railway depots on this site. The 
Portsmouth and Concord Railroad constructed the first in 1850, but it 
burned in 1878. A new station was constructed soon after and was des­ 
troyed in 1892, in a fire which leveled most of the center of Raymond, 
This structure was built in 1893 and two years later the property was 
purchased by the Boston and Maine Railroad.
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