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I N D I V I D U A L D A T A S H E E T 

Congressional District: second 
~~ \ ....A ~tot\.. • ..,-,~ ; 

.-/ Name: French-England House ,-1 <;v<rv' i /Current Owner: Robert E. Francis 
r Address:l700 Broadway Lynn Francis 
c/ Little Rock, Arkansas Address: 1700 Broadway 

County: Pulaski Little Rock, Arkansas 
!/ 

Architectural Information 

Architectural Firm: Charles L. Thompson 

Date of Construction: ca. 1900 Stylistic Influence: Colonial Revival 

Original Use: Residence Present Use: Residence 

Geographical Information 

UTM Reference: 15 566080/3843450 Acreage: Less than one 

Verbal Boundary Description: original city of Little Rock 
Block 204, Lot 12 

Condition 

x Excellent 
Good 

--.Fair 

Deteriorated 
--:Ruins 
__ Unexposed 

x Unaltered 
A 1 tered --

72202 
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The large size, the great amount of ornamentation and the finely crafted details 
make this impressive house the luxury model of Charles Thompson's popular 
two-story foursquare house design. The usual elements seen in most of the four­
square houses are all here including high brick foundations, tall hipped roof with 
flared eaves, a full-length front porch, the facing of narrow w~atherboards. In 
addition to the large main block a rectangular,slightly recessed two-story wing on 
the south increases the overall dimensions of this house. Distinguishing this house 
from the more modest versions are many finely crafted decorative details such as 
cornerboards in the form of fluted pilasters capped by cyma recta moldings; unfluted 
Ionic columns with attic bases which support the full entablature of the porch,which 
is decorated with a dentil molding and curved brackets. A wide entablature with 
dentil molding wraps the entire house. Decorative dormer:; with pediment gable roofs 
and dentil moldings project from the roof on each elevation, a pair of them appearing 
on the front. The front door has beveled glass window and sidelights. All windows 
are of the sash variety with one-over-one lights. This large, impressive house is 
a prominent landmark at the corner of 17th Street and Broadway in Little Rock. It 
was designed ca. 1900. 

Statement of Significance 

The house located at 1700 Broadway in Little Rock was constructed ca. 1900 by 
Charles L. Thompson. Thompson again used his popular plan for the foursquare 
design including the elements of tall hipped roof and a full-length front porch. 
This house is representative of the "luxury version" of the basic foursquare 
plan, using ornamentation and impressive detail work. The house features 
cornerboards in the form of fluted pilasters, Ionic columns supporting 
the porch and a wide entablature with dentil molding around the entire house. 
Each elevation features decorative dormers with pediment gable roofs and 
dentil moldings. Resting on a corner lot on one of Little Rock's most historic 
streets, the French-England House remains identical to its original design. 
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STRUCTURES IN ARKANSAS REPRESENTED BY THE 
CrffiRLES L. THOMPSON DESIGN COLLECTION -
A THEMATIC GROUP 
Code Number: PU-091 (French-England House) 
1700 Broadway, Little Rock, Arkansas 

Photographed by: Sandra Taylor Smith 
March, 1982 
Negative on file at AHPP 
Viewed from the East 



Structures in Arkansas Represented in the 
Charles L. Thompson Design Collection 

~ Little Rock, Pulaski Co., Arkansas 
Quadrangle Name: Little Rock, Ark. 

\ Scale: 1:24,000 
UTM Reference: PU-091 15 566080/3843450 
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