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\The Kamehameha V Post Office is basically a two story rﬁ"’ﬁ*’f§ concrete
block structure with the blocks (each measuring 12" x 14" % 24'") scored to
resemble cut stone.” The overall dimensions of the original structure are
approximately 55' by 55'. Structural and non-structural embellishments in-
clude excellent examples of classical design elements. The original Tuscan
portico entry is now enclosed, however, the columns of the original struc-
ture are still visible. The balcony above the portico is enclosed by a
concrete balustrade also used on the roof to create a fenestrated parapet.
The wall of the Merchant Street portico was originally filled with postal
lock boxes reached through a series of structural arched openings. 1In the
1920's, the wall of the building was moved out to the outer edge of the
arched openlngs and steel columns were put up in place of the original wall.

A 33' x 60' addition was put up in 1900. The exterior walls of this addi-
tion are of brick with a cement plaster finish to match the cut stone form
of the original. The balustrade of the addition is made of sheet metal and
is badly corroded. Over the years, non-permanent canopies have appeared on
various parts of the exterior, the most noticeable being over the second
floor balcony.

The interior of the building in no way represents the original floor plan
or decoration. The building has been used for many things in its one hun-
dred years of service and each new use dictated a new interior layout and
design. Presently, a portion of the 1900 addition is in a state of great
disrepair although basically,:the-building is in sound structural condition.
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The Kamehameha V Post Office is of historical and architectural value to
Hawaii. Mt the time of its erection (1870~71) it was one of the outstand-
ing public buildings in the Hawaiian Kingdom, significant for its early
use of concrete blocks and iron bars for reinforcement of formed structural
concrete.

The use of concrete for buidlings was not common in Hawaii at this time
and to construct a building entirely of this material was unheard of. It
is possible that the Kamehameha V Post Office in Honolulu may be the
oldest building in the United States constructed of concrete blocks and
reinforced formed structural concrete.¥ It certainly was the first use of
this type of construction in Hawaii.

\The Kamehameha V Post Office (so:named.because.it was buyilt during the
reign of Kamehameha V who was also responsible for the building of several
other important public buildings) was the first post office building in
Hawaii. For many years, it also housed the publishing and printing officeg
of the Hawaiian Gazette and other small companies and organizations need-
ing office space.s In 1894, the post office finally took over the entire
building. “By 1900, it was necessary to build an addition to accommodate
the growing volume of mail tramsactions. On June 14, 1900, the Kamehameha
V Post Office officially became a unit of the United States Post Office
as this was the year that Hawaii officially became a Territory of the
United States.’ In 1922, the United States Post Office was moved to the
Federal building and control of the old building was returned to the
Territory of Hawaii. It was remodeled as a postal substation and for use
as the Territorial Tax office. Since this time, the postal substation
has been closed and the building has been used for a variety of purposes.
Today, it houses the driver education program of the Honmolulu District
Courts. The rear addition to the building is vacant and the upper floor
is condemned as unsafe.

As one of the oldest remaining public buildings in Hawaii, unique in its
construction and history, the Kamehameha V Post Office contributes signi-
ficantly to the atmosphere of downtown Honolulu.
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in the National Register and certify that it has been
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forth by the National Park Service.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Prefervation

ATTEST:

Date

Keeper of The N.

ional Register

338

SNOITLONAYLSNI



