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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The original building and its addition are located in a town common area
adjacent to several other historically significant McKim, Mead & White
buildings. The building site is almost totally occupied by the post office
and its parking area.

The building itself was originally designed as a Class C post office and
consists of rough textured light buff colored brick laid in running bond and
sits on a granite foundation. The building is trimmed in ivory colored cast
terra cotta ornament with marble accents set in decorative brick panels in a
frieze and just below the terra cotta and wood bracketed cornice. A hipped
red clay tile roof caps the original building. The addition, which has a
flat roof, is clad in a harmonizing brick color yet lacks many of the
ornaments of the original building. The building structure consists of
masonry exterior wallls on a concrete foundation with steel framing for the
floor, ceiling and roof with concrete decks. All of the exterior building
materials are in excellent condition.

The original building interior is a simple rectangular box with a center
entrance leading to a lobby, flanked by the Registry Division and the
Postmaster's office. To the rear of the lobby is the work room. The 1951
addition was an extension to the work room as well as relocating the
postmaster's office and including a larger box lobby. The lobby has a
molded plaster ceiling and plaster arches surrounding wood trimmed service
windows, with terrazzo and marble floor. Other spaces within the building
have plaster walls and ceilings. The interior materials and finishes are in
excellent condition. The small lobby has retained its original proportions
and much of its detail.
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Designed: 1915
Built: 1916

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

SPECIFIC DATES B%uo R/ARCHITECT James A. Wetmore, Acting Sup.

L. E
Addition: 1951 Architect, U.S. Treasury Dept.

The original building was one of the first post offices designed and built
under the Public Buildings Act of 1913. The Omnibus Building Act developed
a process of standardization to determine building size and projected cost
of building construction. This building was among the first of forty-five
buildings built throughout the United States in 1916. The Omnibus Act
established categories for States and Cities based on geographic and
population conditions and the use of type sets of plans and specifications
in the erection of buildings which were to be used soley for post offices in
the same group. The building was also one of the finest buildings by James
A. Wetmore as Acting Supervising Architect, U.S. Treasury Department.

The Post Office is located on the edge of the Town Common and has become a
vital "anchor" to define the edge of the downtown area as well as being a
major architectural influence. The post office is located in an area
containing several buildings of historic importance adjacent to the
commercial and munieipal center of Naugatuck.

Naugatuck is the home of Uniroyal Rubber Co. where Charles Goodyear played
an important role in the pioneering operations of the company with his
patents and inventions. Naugatuck developed and grew for many reasons (its
geographic location along the river and in relation to other major towns,
home of a major company (Uniroyal), ete.) and became an important stagecoach
and eventually railroad stop. Naugatuck became a major Communication and
Cultural Center in Western Connecticut necessitating the construction of a
major post office facility to add prominence and prestige to the downtown
area. At approximately the same time period, many other prominent buildings
were being constructed in the downtown area, the most notable of which were
those by the well-known firm of McKim, Mead & White. The structures varied
in their expression (Neo-Colonial, Neo-Classical and Vietorian) and their
use (Congregational Church, Salem School, Hillside School and the Whittemore
Memorial Library) and set the time for the new post office building which
was designed in a Mediterranean influenced Italianate design, which was
somewhat uncommon in the ecclectic period especially for buildings in New
England.

Although the post office and the McKim, Mead & White buildings, which are
all in close proximity, vary in architectural expression, they are all
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The Post Office building is located on the corner of Cedar and Church Streets.
The site is almost square with approximately 104 feet of frontage on
Church Street and 116 feet of frontage on Cedar Street.
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examples of high quality period structures which display an architectural
quality which are unequalled by todays standards and which will probably not
be duplicated again. Each building is capable of being singled out as an
exemplary piece of architecture by itself, but when combined together they
form a Town Common which will not be surpassed in rural New England. All of
the buidlings are well maintained and substantially landscaped. The post
office building is one of the finest buildings in the area as well as being
one of the best architecturally designed post office in the State of
Connecticut.
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