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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Atoka Indian Citizen building is a two-story rectangular structure of 
pointed red brick. Twenty-five feet wide by sixty feet long, the building is 
adjoined on both sides by similar buildings. The front facade consists of four 1 
arched windows above two large storefront windows. The interior is cramped, and 2 
dark. The first floor contains the equipment which is currently in use for newspaper 
production. Most of it dates from the nineteenth century. The type is all set by 
hand, and one press dates from 1889. The second floor houses a complete set of 
files and some unused equipment.

Both the interior and the exterior of the Atoka Indian Citizen retain almost 
perfectly the appearance and character of the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Atoka Indian Citizen, founded in 1889, was the most influential newspaper 
in the Atoka area and was the first to espouse a Choctaw point of view. It is sig­ 
nificant Because of the information it provided to the Choctaw population and because 
of the longevity of that service, as well as for its retention of original equipment.

The Indian Citizen was founded by the politically influential Choctaw, James S. 
Standley and his son-in-law, Butler S. Smiser. Their express purpose was to represent 
Choctaw interests which they believed were consistently misrepresented by other 
papers. The Indian Citizen was first published on March 2, 1889 as an eight-page 
weekly. The paper printed local and United States news in both English and Choctaw. 
Editorial policy was strongly pro-Choctaw, and laws concerning Choctaws were published. 
Circulation reached over 1,000 by 1891 and over 3,000 by 1900. Contemporaries 
praised the Indian Citizen-for the quality of its equipment and product.

In 1905, after the death of Standley, the paper was merged with the Atoka 
Democrat and the Atoka Citizen~Democrat was formed. Housed in the original offices,

B. R. Cook took over as owner and 
The Atoka Citizen-Democrat

the newspaper continued to support Indian interests.
editor in 1912 and held those positions until very recently.
survives to date and publication continues in the same building with much of the 
original equipment.
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