Mia
Cambridae
Ng ACEUSTrS EISTCRICAL ccriMiSSION

USGS MAP =20
D BOYLSTON STHZIT, BOSTON, MA 02116

Cambridge, Mass

LY/ Cambridae
INNAMAN] N Z Corner of Quincv & Harvard
I\ . Streets
orie Kaffls Harvard Union

Pzeseac ri~ nionrr fArA-) 14

Origiaal dining far?il-i-t-v and
club house
ESCRIPTION:
lour ee buildina oermit
SSICH MAP _
Sow property's locatioa in relatioa Style  Neo-Georgian
to oasrast cross streets aad/oc _ _ _
feofrapliical features. Indicate Architect McKim, Mead & White
all buildiags betveaa iaveatoried
property and nearest iatersectioa. Sxrarior wall fabric <brick
Indicate aorth.
Outbuildings None

Jajor alteratioas (vith datss)

Moved Date

Approx. acreage®
Recorded by T. Alduino Setting East side of Quincv Street,
opposite Lament Library
Orjtnization Cambridge Historical Comm.
Date December 1985

UTM: 19/325850/4693080

USSS Qued: Boston South (Staple additioaal sheets here)
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I NVENTCRY FORM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Cambridge, Mass.

Mid-Cambrid
MASSACHUSETTS HI STORI CAL  GOMM SSI ON 'd-~-ambridge
Office of the Secretary, Boston Canbridge M

Harvard Union

Indicate each item on inventory form which i sbeing continued below.

Architectural Significance

The design of the Harvard Union, MKim Mad & Wite' s first
maj or building on theHarvard canpus, reflects thefirm s desire toin-
tegrate thenew building with itseighteenth century neighbors, as earlier
evidenced i ntheir Johnston Gate (1890). The Neo-Georgian Union with
its limestone quoins and escutchions i smore closely related t o English
Georgian rather than t he American Colonial prototypes enployed bythe
Coolidge office. O imposing scale, theHarvard Union nmakes good use
of itssmall and difficult site toclearly define theboundary ofthe
Harvard canpus along Harvard Street, while maintaining a sense of scale
Vith thesmaller structures i t faces along Quincy Street. This intimacy
was further enhanced with theaddition of theVarsity Club i n1911 by
Thomas Mott Shaw.  The Harvard Union meets Criterion C of the National
Register of Historic Places, as a significant exanple of the neo-Georgian
style, typical of the MKimoffice. -

Historical Significance -

The Harvard Union was erected with a gift of $150 ,000 from Mayor
Henry Lee Higginson, who worked with the McKim office on a nunber of
local projects including Boston's Synphony Hall. The Union was intended
by itsdonor toprovide anattractive gathering place for students not
weal thy enough toaffordthe luxuries of a Gold Coast Club, as well as
to commenorate t he Harvard volunteers who died i n theSpanish-American
War. The Union's interiors incorporate sculpture, pamting and carved
heraldic paneling and provide an extension of the English image envisioned
by Ware & Van Brunt i n Menorial Hall (1866-1878) and later enployed by
the Coolidge firm inits River Houses of the 1930's,

Staple to lnventory form at bottom y.r






WASO Form - 177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Harvard Union (Cambridge MRA)
Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

mi resubmission

e nomination by person or local government
0 owner objection

LU appeal

Substantive Review: e sample

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

Orequest

d | appeal

.technical corrections cited below

.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Ownership
Public Acquisition

Category

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes

7. Description

Condition

excellent | I deteriorated
im good s ruins
o fair I I unexposed

Status
Accessible

* no
Check one

unaltered
e altered

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

+ summary paragraph

e completeness v

e clarity n
« alterations/integrity

| |dates

| I boundary selection ioc, M

<A

APR4 m

Working No.
Fed. Reg.Date:”"
Date Due: SZAJ'H:? —
Action: ACCEPT_.
Azzr -th
REJECT_
Federal Agency:

* NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
e original site
¢ moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

* summary paragraph C(INTA y ' eelft, roir-" f.f;Vi-

e completeness A N\
. clarity o y. yzy\ 2\

« applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked !
« relating significance to the resource

« context

« relationship of integrity to significance

e justification of exception

» other

9. Major Bibliographical References

yz/\ ZZei)graphical Data
-ACreage of nominated property 'ZP<A
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature
title date
13. Other
e Maps

e Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

GPO 91 8-450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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IASSACEUSMS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

30 BOYLSTO:! STHZET,

BOSTON, MA 02116

'R0 GS™* or X5 *, black &white)

stiplt @left side of foca
Phot o auffl ber

Shov property's locatioa iix relatioa
to aearest cross streets and/ or

feof raphi cal features. Indicate

all buildiafs betveca inventoried

Froperty and aearest intersection.
ndicate aorth.

Recorded by T. Alduino

Orfanixation Cambridge Historical Comm.

Date December 1985

UTM: 19/325850/4693080
USES Quad: Boston South

(Staple additioaal

icambridgej

485 USG* VAP 7ZQ8
g
Cambridge, M ass.” -
Tova Cambridge Ml UJ P

Address Corner of Quincv jp'Harvard
Streets

Historic Kaae Harvard Union

Use: Pr esent

Original Hinina f~rilitv and

DESCRIPTION:Club house
Date 1900

Source building permit
Style Neo-Georgian
Architect McKim, Mead & White
Exterior vail fabric e«brick
Outbttildinfs None

Hajor alteratioas (with datas) none

Moved NA Date NA

Approx. acreage 117 acres

Setting East dide

opposite

of Quincy Sreset,
Lament Library

sheets here)
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I N\VENTCRY FCORM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Cambridge, Mass.
Mid-Cambridge
Canbridge MRA

Harvard Union

MASSACHUSETTS HI STORI CAL COW SSI ON
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Indicate each item on inventory form which i sbeing continued bel ow.

Architectural Significance N

The design of theHarvard Union, MKim Mead & White's first
maj or building on theHarvard canpus, reflects thefirm s desire toin-
tegrate thenew building with itseighteenth century neighbors, as earlier
evidenced i ntheir Johnston Gate (1890). The Neo-Georgian Union with
its limestone quoins and escutchions i snore closely related t o English
Georgian rather than the American Colonial prototypes enployed byt he
Coolidge office. OF imposing scale, theHarvard Union nakes good use
of itssmall and difficult site toclearly define theboundary ofthe
Harvard canpus along Harvard Street, while maintaining a sense of scale
with thesmaller structures i t faces along Quincy Street. This intimacy
was further enhanced with theaddition of theVarsity Club i n1911 by ~
Thomas Mott Shaw.  The Harvard Union nmeets Criterion C of the National
Register of Historic Places, as a significant exanple of t he neo-Georgian
style, typical of theMKi moffice. vV o

Historical Significance i. ?"y,.. L N

The Harvard Union was erected with a gift of $150, 000 from Mayor
Henry Lee Higginson, who worked with the MKimoffice on a nunmber of
local projects including Boston's Synphony Hall. The Union was intended
by itsdonor toprovide an attractive gathering place f orstudents not
weal thy enough toafford theluxuries of a Gold Coast Club, as well as
to comrenorate t he Harvard volunteers who died i nthe Spanish-American
War. The Union's interiors incorporate sculpture, painting and carved
heral dic paneling and provide an extension of theEnglish imge envisioned
by Ware & Van Brunt i nMemorial Hall (1866-1878) and |ater enployed by
the Coolidge firm i nitsRiver Houses of the 19 30's.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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. NVENTORY FORM GONTT . NUATT ON SHEET Conrounity: Fom No;
Cambridge, Mass

MSSAGIFTTSH STARCAL CCMEI QN ;. Cambxidge MRA

Office of the Secretary, Boston

INFANANANTADN  _NNTNANDIN
Property Mal Irfeesodrc'e Are o

Indicate each itemon inventory formwhich i sbeing continued bel ow

Standard Bibliography - Canbridge Mulciple Resource
Nom nati on

Bunting, Bainbridge, and Floyd, Margaret H, ed., Harvard,
An Architectural History. Canbridge: The Bel knap Press of
Harvard University, 1985

Canbridge Historical Conm ssion, Survey of Architectural
History i n Canbridge. Canbridge: The MT Press.
Report (ne; East Canbridge (1965)

N Report Two: Md Canbridge (1967)
A A Report Three; Canbridgeport (1971) -
ey A Report Four: O d Canbridge ( 1973)
o), Report Five; Northwest Canbridge (1977) &

Canbridge Historical Society, Proceedings. Canbridge,
1906- present

Daughters of the American Revolution, Hannah W nthrop
Chapter, An Historical Cuide to Canbridge. Canbridge, 1907

Glmn, A, ed., Canbridge of Eighteen Hundred and Ninety
Six. Canbridge; The Riverside Press, 1896

Paige, LR, History of Canbridge. Boston; HO Hougton and
Conpany, 1877 v-oo- t?

Paige, L.R; Gozzaldi, MI., ed., History of Canbridge
Suppl ement and Index. Canbridge: The Canbridge Historical
Society, 1930

T

Rettig, RB, Guide deanbridge Architecturé. CarTbri.dge:
The MT Press, 1969

Stillman, WJ., ed., Poetic Localities of Canmbridge. Boston:
Janmes R (Osgood and Conpany, 1876

Wods, RA, and Kennedy, A J.; Warner, SB, ed., The Zone
of Emergence. Canbridge: The MT Press, 1962

Zaitzevsky, C, with the advice of the Review Comm ttee

menbers, The Harvard University Study of Historic and
Architectural Properties inthe Environs of Canbridge,

(April 1983 - Decenber 1984)

Staple to Inventory form at bottgo
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NPS Form 10-900-a

United States Department off the Interior

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

National Park Service For HPS UM anly
National Register of Historic Piaces received
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered
Continuation sheet ltem number Page

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Atea
State MASACHUETTS

Nomination/Type of Review

X5M 8L Cambridge Common Historic  District

(Boundary I ncrease)

172. Dana-Palmer House

Entered 1« —
national Befi*UP

173.  Dunvegan, The

174. Eliot Hall at Radcliffe College
'Saterei |1 B

HatloMil Befflrfcffr

175. Follen Street Historic District

176.  Fogg Art Miseum Entered |B tJn

177. Gray Gardens East and West H. Dist.

KatloMi Beffist«C

178. Harvard Uni on

179. Hapgood, Ri chard, House

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Date/Signature
Atlona,jr it gt
Attest
N Keeper  jdtu™  JiJ/IMA yfIfM
Attest (NSHATAPAQEFFASANN]D
/J'WiAAper
Attest
cjyieepev
Attest
N Kegpea faddi 4~T /I ffo

National Beirlater ¥

180. Jarvis, The

aii»*rjf TAT Sir

Attest ((&NMNN NN
Attest

NeEr ZzIMAN -y &N A [zA
M tesst
Attest
[ A /[~ yp I,
Attest

« yAreeper /M |t/\

N Attest



WASO Form - 177
("R" June 1984)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Harvard Uni on (Canbri dge MRY
M ddl esex County
MSSACHLEETTS

im resubmission

O nomination by person or iocai government

owner objection
CD appeal

Suljstantive Review: CH sample

Reviewer's comments:

'ZISMW- YYfyyZZCEt, SZ- Mytea-Mer&thecu- CIAES 2y<y?

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

RES.BMSS ON

E: 70005VO

Working No.

Fed. Reg. Date: SUZUBZI

Date Due ZTTnTA-T

Action: LAcivi [ -z~ N7
RETURN

CD request *  appeal

)MVAJA /yAA| SAUZL'A IMIAlA Recon./Criterj

Reviewer

REJECT
- ederal Agency:

CD NR decision

DiscipllnR  <:2"<gXc!~i/
[-sCNN-NY

Date

Ayyrijunjedl itSZ<ANN CChrvAMAMzy|NT AMA 6 X ANAN
Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 'ZA©AANAN'ATANN
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership

Statui

Public Acquitition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible?

7. Description

Condition

excellent | | deteriorated
CD good CD ruins
CD fair CD unexposed

* yes D no

Chack one
unaltered
altered

Describe the present and original (if lcnown) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity o
| | alterations/integrity

| Idates

e boundary selection

Present Use

Check one

original site
moved

see continuation sheet

yzZ~r-Chjieil

date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specific dates ' Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph S

CD completeness

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria ' Ne

CD justification of areas checlced

CD relating significance to the resource

CH context

CD relationship of integrity to significance

CD justification of exception "~ Xz
CD other

yyizZin-

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
CD Maps

CD Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

GPO 918-480

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet









Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
7 for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275



