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USGS MAP =20 
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Cambridqe, Mass.  

Cambridae 

' ^ ^ ^ m ^ ^ l l / ^ ' Z Corner o f Quincv & Harvard 
/ \ j • S t ree ts 

orie Kaffls Harvard Union 

Pzeseac r l ^ n i n r r f ^ r ^ - j 1 -j 

O r i g i a a l d i n i n g f a r ^ i l - i - t - v and 

club house 
ESCRIPTION: 

SZS7CH MAP 
Show property's locatioa in relatioa 

to oasrast cross streets aad/oc 
feofrapliical features. Indicate 
a l l buildiags betveaa iaveatoried 
property and nearest iatersectioa. 
Indicate aorth. 

b u i l d i n a oerm.it louree 

Style Neo-Georgian 

Architect McKim, Mead & White 

Sxrarior wall fabric • br ick 

Outbuildings None 

.lajor alteratioas (vith datss)_ 

Recorded by T. A ldu ino 

Or j tn iza t ion Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date December 1985 

Moved Date 

Approx. acreage^ 

Setting East side o f Quincv S t r ee t , 
opposi te Lament L i b r a r y 

UTM: 19/325850/4693080 
USGS Quad: Boston South 

(Staple additioaal sheets here) 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
O f f i c e of the Secretary, Boston 

Cambridqe, Mass. 
Mid-Cambridge 

Canbridge MRA 

Harvard Union 

I n d i c a t e each item on in v e n t o r y form which i s being continued below. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l S i g n i f i c a n c e 

The design of the Harvard Union, McKim, Mead & White's f i r s t 
major b u i l d i n g on the Harvard campus, r e f l e c t s the firm's desire t o i n ­
t e g r a t e the new b u i l d i n g w i t h i t s eighteenth century neighbors, as e a r l i e r 
evidenced i n t h e i r Johnston Gate (1890). The Neo-Georgian Union w i t h 
i t s limestone quoins and escutchions i s m.ore c l o s e l y r e l a t e d t o English 
Georgian r a t h e r than the American C o l o n i a l prototypes employed by the 
Coolidge o f f i c e . Of imposing scale, the Harvard Union makes good use 
of i t s small and d i f f i c u l t s i t e t o c l e a r l y define the boundary of the 
Harvard campus along Harvard S t r e e t , while maintaining a sense of scale 
V i t h the smaller s t r u c t u r e s i t faces along Quincy Street. This intimacy 
was f u r t h e r enhanced w i t h the a d d i t i o n of the V a r s i t y Club i n 1911 by 
Thomas Mott Shaw. The Harvard Union meets C r i t e r i o n C of the Nat i o n a l 
Register of H i s t o r i c Places, as a s i g n i f i c a n t example of the neo-Georgian 
s t y l e , t y p i c a l of the McKim o f f i c e . -

H i s t o r i c a l S i g n i f i c a n c e -

The Harvard Union was 
Henry Lee Higginson, who work 
l o c a l p r o j e c t s i n c l u d i n g Bost 
by i t s donor t o provide an at 
wealthy enough t o a f f o r d the 
t o commemorate the Harvard vo 
War. The Union's i n t e r i o r s i 
h e r a l d i c paneling and provide 
by Ware & Van Brunt i n Memori 
the Coolidge f i r m i n i t s Rive 

erected w i t h a g i f t of $ 
ed w i t h the McKim o f f i c e 
on's Symphony H a l l . The 
t r a c t i v e gathering place 
l u x u r i e s of a Gold Coast 
lu n t e e r s who died i n the 
ncorporate s c u l p t u r e , pai 
an extension of the Engl 

a l H a l l (1866-1878) and 1 
r Houses of the 1930's, 

150 ,000 from Mayor 
on a number of 
Union was intended 
f o r students not 
Club, as w e l l as 
Spanish-American 
n t i n g and carved 
is h image envisioned 
a t e r employed by 
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WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Harvard Union (Cambridge MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

mi resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
0 owner objection 
LU appeal 

• sample Orequest Substantive Review: d l appeal 

. <.A' 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. D a t e : ^ 
Date Due: S Z A J ' H : ? — 

Action: ACCEPT_. 

REJECT_ 

APR 4 m 

-^zzr-t^ 
Federal Agency: 

• NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

• •Z.. Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

im good 
• fair 

I I deteriorated 

• ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

• altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness v 
• clarity ^ 
• alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection .i c, ^ ^-, 

Check one 

• original site 

• moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity ' ' ' 
• applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked ! 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

• ( / ^ T ^ y ' ••!f!. ro i r - ' ' f..';f;Vi-

y:^y'zy\^z\ 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

yz^zZi Geographical Data 

-ACreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

'ZP<^ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• Other ... 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

.y 
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lASSACEUSmS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
30 BOYLSTO:! STHZET, BOSTON, MA 02116 

APR 4 1986 
icambridgej 

^':' 

, ' PHOTO: OxS** or 3x5'*, black & white) 
stiplt CO left side of foca 

Photo aufflber 

SKETCH HAP 
Shov property's locatioa iix relatioa 
to aearest cross streets and/or 
feofraphical features. Indicate 
all buildiafs betveca inventoried 
property and aearest intersection. 
Indicate aorth. 

USG^MAP ZZQ 

UJ 

Tova 

Address Corner o f Qui 

Cambridge, Mass .^ - 
Cambridqe Mî fl UJ 

uincv jp!i 

O 
o 
Z 
'£'. 
Z 

% 
- 2 . 

Harvard 
Streets 

Historic Kaae Harvard Union 

Use: Present 

O r i g i n a l H i n i n a f ^ r i l i t v and 
club house 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1900 

Source b u i l d i n g permi t 

Style Neo-Georgian 

Architect McKim, Mead & White 

Exterior va i l fabric • br ick 

Outbttildinfs None 

Hajor alteratioas (with datas) none 

Recorded by T. A l d u i n o 

Orfanixation Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date December 1985 

Moved N/A 

Approx. acreage 1.17 acres 

Date N/A 

Setting East side of Quincy Street, .A 
opposite Lament Library 'j 

UTM: 19/325850/4693080 
USGS Quad: Boston South 

(Staple additioaal sheets here) 





INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
O f f i c e of the Secretary, Boston 

Cambridge, Mass. 
Mid-Cambridge 

Canbridqe MRA 

Harvard Union 

I n d i c a t e each item on i n v e n t o r y form which i s being continued below. 

Architectural Significance ^, ,y 

The design of the Harvard Union, McKim, Mead & White's f i r s t 
major b u i l d i n g on the Harvard campus, r e f l e c t s the fi r m ' s desire t o i n ­
t e g r a t e the new b u i l d i n g w i t h i t s eighteenth century neighbors, as e a r l i e r 
evidenced i n t h e i r Johnston Gate (1890). The Neo-Georgian Union w i t h 
i t s limestone quoins and escutchions i s more c l o s e l y r e l a t e d t o English 
Georgian r a t h e r than the American C o l o n i a l prototypes employed by the 
Coolidge o f f i c e . Of imposing scale, the Harvard Union makes good use 
of i t s small and d i f f i c u l t s i t e t o c l e a r l y define the boundary of the 
Harvard campus along Harvard S t r e e t , w h i l e maintaining a sense of scale 
w i t h the smaller s t r u c t u r e s i t faces along Quincy Street. This intimacy 
was f u r t h e r enhanced w i t h the a d d i t i o n of the V a r s i t y Club i n 1911 by :̂ 
Thomas Mott Shaw. The Harvard Union meets C r i t e r i o n C of the Nat i o n a l 
Register o f H i s t o r i c Places, as a s i g n i f i c a n t example of the neo-Georgian 
s t y l e , t y p i c a l of the McKim o f f i c e . ,v •• 

H i s t o r i c a l S i g n i f i c a n c e i . ^y,.... • . ^ ; ' 

The Harvard Union was erected w i t h a g i f t of $150,000 from Mayor 
Henry Lee Higginson, who worked w i t h the McKim o f f i c e on a number o f 
l o c a l p r o j e c t s i n c l u d i n g Boston's Symphony H a l l . The Union was intended 
by i t s donor t o provide an a t t r a c t i v e g a t hering place f o r students not 
wealthy enough t o a f f o r d the l u x u r i e s of a Gold Coast Club, as w e l l as 
to commemorate the Harvard v o l u n t e e r s who died i n the Spanish-American 
War. The Union's i n t e r i o r s i n c o r p o r a t e s c u l p t u r e , p a i n t i n g and carved 
h e r a l d i c paneling and provide an extension of the English image envisioned 
by Ware & Van Brunt i n Memorial H a l l (1866-1878) and l a t e r employed by 
the Coolidge f i r m i n i t s River Houses of the 19 30's. 

Staple t o Inventory form at bottom 

f l j n \ 



I.N'VENTORY FORM CONTI.NUATION SHEET 

MASSACHJSETTS HISTORICAL CĈ MESSIGN ; . 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Conrounity: 
Cambridqe, Mass. 
Cambridge MRA 

Form No; 

Property Mai^t^^^^i^?^ -^^1^^?!^ *̂  ' Resource Area 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

Standard Bibliography - Cambridge Mulciple Resource 
Nomination 

Bunting, Bainbridge, and Floyd, Margaret H., ed., Harvard, 
An Ar c h i t e c t u r a l History. Cambridge: The Belknap Press of 
Harvard University, 1985 

6- Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Commission, Survey of Architectural . 
I History i n Cambridge. Cambridge: The MIT Press. 
I Report One; East Cambridge (1965) 
'̂ ^ Report Two: Mid Cambridge (1967) 
I ^ A Report Three; Cambridgeport (1971) •• 
I- • y ' ^ Report Four: Old Cambridge ( 1973 ) 

* :'. j,- ' Report Five; Northwest Cambridge (1977) & 

I, Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Society, Proceedings. Cambridge, 
1906-present 

Daughters of the American Revolution, Hannah Winthrop 
Chapter, An H i s t o r i c a l Guide to Cambridge. Cambridge, 1907 

Gilman, A., ed., Cambridge of Eighteen Hundred and Ninety 
Six. Cambridge; The Riverside Press, 1896 

Paige, L.R., History of Cambridge. Boston; H.O Hougton and 
Company, 1877 v- - ' ? 

Paige, L.R.; Gozzaldi, M.I., ed., History of Cambridge 
Supplement and Index. Cambridge: The Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l 
Society, 1930 

. . . T' •'. • 

R e t t i g , R.B., Guide to Cambridge Architecture. Cambridge: 
The MIT Press, 1969 

Stillman, W.J., ed., Poetic L o c a l i t i e s of Cambridge. Boston: 
James R. Osgood and Company, 1876 

Woods, R.A., and Kennedy, A.J.; Warner, S.B., ed., The Zone 
of Emergence. Cambridge: The MIT Press, 1962 

Zaitzevsky, C., with the advice of the Review Committee 
members, The Harvard University Study of Historic and 
Ar c h i t e c t u r a l Properties i n the Environs of Cambridqe, 
( A p r i l 1983 - December 1984) 

Staple to Inventory form at bott 001 

iNly 



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United S t a t e s Depar tment off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Piaces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 

For HPS UM only 

received 

date entered 

Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Atea 
State MAS5ACHU5ETT5 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

x5^f^l81. Cambridge Common Historic District ^^tlona,j^i^$^ 
(Boundary Increase) 

172. Dana-Palmer House ' _ 

Attest 

^] Keeper jdtu^ JiJ/M.^ yf/lfM 

Attest ( ^ S * ^ ' ^ r ^ ? $ * * ^ > ^ ^ ^ J ? 

173. Dunvegan, The 
Entered 1« — / ^ 
national Befi^UP jy'ii^per 

Attest 

174. El iot Hall at Radcliffe College 
'Saterei I B 
HatloMil Befflrfcffr 

175. Follen Street Historic Dis tr ic t 

cjyieepev 

Attest 

176. Fogg Art Museum Entered I B tJn 

^ Keeper fclcJi 4 ^ T / l f f o 

Attest (:&<^^^,S^^<^S^ 

Attest 
177. Gray Gardens East and West H. Dist . 

KatloMi Beffist«C 

178. Harvard Union 

=̂ Weper ZzlM^^--y§^ ^/z^ 
• ;st Attest 

Attest 

179. Hapgood, Richard, House . . . / ̂  / ^ yp / / , 

180. Jarv i s , The 

National Beirlater )f 
Attest 

a i i» * r j f TfiT S i r • yA^eeper 

^ Attest 
ZMlt^ \ 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

RESUBMISSION 

E:7ooo5VO 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Harvard Union (Cambridge MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

im resubmission 
O nomination by person or iocai government 

owner objection -
CD appeal 

Suljstantive Review: CH sample CD request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: SUZUBZl 
Date Due ZTTnT^-T 

Action: 

yy 
L^civi / - z ^ ^ 7 

RETURN 
REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

, 'ZJs^w- yyffyyZZc£t^t,SZ- ^ytea-^^e^&t^ccu- ci^£<2y<y^ 
)Mv^J^ /y^Ais^uZL'^ iMi^l^ 

^yyr^ junjeJl i tSZ<A^ i^ CChrv^^^^tzyl^ T ^ ^ t ^ 6 * ^ ^ ^ 

i./Criterj Recom., 
Reviewer .  
DiscipllnR <:2^<gXc!~i/  
Date /-•C^i^-^Y 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below ' Z ^ © ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ' ^ ^ ^ y Z ^ - C ^ j i e i L 

.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquitition 

Statui 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes CD no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

CD fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

CD unexposed 

Chack one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

•'Z. 1 

Describe the present and original (if Icnown) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity , j 
I I alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
• boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates ' Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph . ' 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria ' ^ • 
CD justification of areas checlced 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CH context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

^ f}(XZ' 

yyiZ'i^-
•Af 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 8 0 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

?j for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


