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The Samuel Ford, Jr. House appears to have been built in
two sections. The stone section was constructed prior to the
American Revolution, possibly as early as..1721. The clapboard
addition was built in the second quarter .of the 19th century.

The earliest section, which was built by Samuel Ford, Jr.
colonial counterfeiter, is a 1 1/2 story gambrel roof random
fieldstone structure. The windows are 6/6 sash. The entrance
to this section is somewhat obscured by the open front porch and
modern enclosed vestibule. Other exterior alterations-include
two dormers on each side of the roof, asbestos siding on the
gable end which presently extends about three feet below the
eave on two sides, and an 18th century door which was glassed in
the top half for 11ght _The stone wing is rectangular, and, by
size, 35 feet by 18 1/2 feet. The stone walls are 1'10" thick.
There are three rooms and a pantry on the first floor. The
largest room (16' by 16') was originally the kitchen. This
room has a large open fireplace with mantel and a bee-hive
baking oven on the side which protrudes to the outside and is
presently braced on the exterior by a brick support and covered
with cement. The ceiling of the kitchen is open with five hand-
hewn beams parallel to the fireplace. The floorboards are
nearly 12 inches wide. There is a three foot high wide-board
wainscoating along the walls. This wainscoating may be part of
the 19th century renovations. The stone walls are coated with
animal-hair plaster.

The kitchen takes up half of the building and the other
rooms are divided out of the second half. The elements of these
rooms are similar to the kitchen except for the absence of
wainscoating, the wider floorboards, and modern kitchen.
facilities.

The upstairs was probably originally just a high loft for
storage and sleeping, perhaps crudely finished off into rooms.
Presently there. are two rooms, two bathrooms, and a hall on the
second floor. Indications are that the rooms were completely
finished off in the second half of the 19th century w1th ZOth
century plumblng ,

What is now the attic has a Queen-post frame and framlng
which is probably mostly original. The rafters are nearly all
hand-hewn and joined by mortise and tenon, except for two or
three beams which are obviously modern replacements. :

The cellar under the stone section was lowered about a foot
and the floor cemented in the 20th century when the new o0il
furnace was installed, about 1940. The supports in the basement
are hand-hewn joined by mortise and tenon with a center beam
which is nearly one foot square. A few of the beams are logs
just smoothed on one side.

CONDITION

Greek Revival Wing. The clapboard wing, which is neariy
squarE'(SS feet by 31 1/2 feet), was probably constructed
sometime in the second quarter of the 19th century. The add1t10T

was possibly built by Colin Robertson, sheriff of Morris County
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Samuel Ford, Jr. (1735- after 1773) was New Jersey's most
notorious colonial criminal. Ford, a cousin to John Ford, Jr.,
of the Ford Mansion (Morristown National Historic Park),
Morristown, married Grace Kitchell (1741-1818) in 1757. She
was the sister of Aaron Kitchell, later a State Senator.

The known career of Samuel Ford, Jr. began quite calmly. He
purchased an iron forge in Hibernia in 1763. Two years later
he sold one-third of the forge to Benjamin Cooper, and one-
third to James Anderson.

Cooper, apparently, ignited the criminal temperment in Ford
convincing Ford and Anderson that while waiting to make profits
in their forge they should combine their various talents and
print their own currency.

Perhaps their first attempts were unsatisfactory, or maybe
Ford wanted to learn his trade from professionals before he
began practicing. Whatever the case, late in 1765 Samuel Ford
left for Ireland. At that time Ireland was best known in the
criminal world as having the best counterfeiters in the world.
It seems that Ford went there to perfect his counterfeit
plate-making. ‘

In 1766 he returned to the colonies with his second wife, who
he had married in Ireland. Evidently Ford introduced her to
his first wife and the Irish bride quickly ran off in horror,
never to be heard of again.

At the same precise time Ford had returned from Ireland, New
York and New Jersey experienced an influx of counterfeit New

‘Jersey notes. The next year Ford sold his remaining third of

the iron forge, probably in order to devote full-time to the
counterfeiting. That same year he was arrested in New York
for forgery, but the case was dismissed due to insufficient
evidence. ' I

In 1768 the East Jersey Treasury was robbed of over E 6,000,
an enormous sum for the period. The thief or thieves were
never actually apprehended although one of Ford's partners in
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7 Description (cont'd.)

about that time, who bought the property and completed numerous
repairs. The building is attached to the stone section on the
gable end and is 2 1/2 stories high. The entrance is on the
other gable end. There are three bays and a side hall. The
windows are 6/6 sash with louvered shutters. The door is a
double-door, possibly later than the rest of this section. The
transom over the doorway is semi-eliptical. The roof is gable
with a brief overhang and return and decorative brackets under
the cornice. The first floor has a narrow side hall and a large
|family room to the front and two identical square rooms to the
rear (adjoining the stone section). The family room and study
have fireplaces and mantels. The study also has a projecting
Victorian bay window. The floors are 6 to 8 inch wide board.
The hall stair is typically Greek Revival. The second floor is
basically identical except for two modern bathrooms and the
stairway to the attic. The attic is unfinished and the rafters
are circular-saw cut. There is a basement under half of this
section of the house, completely divorced from the stone wing
cellar.

Attached to the open porch in the colonial stone section is
a modern 20th century garage facility.

The Samuel Ford, Jr. House is situated high on a hill and
overlooks most of the surrounding area, which used to be swamp-
land, but was drained in the 19th century. Because of its
location, the farmhouse has always been referred to as 'The
Hammock', which seems to be a Lenni Lenape word meaning 'hill
rising out of the swamp'.

GPO 921.724
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8. Significance (cont'd.)

crime, Benjamin Cooper, testified in 1773 that Samuel Ford,
then safe in far away policies, had mastermined the entire
robbery. Cooper's testimony, however, seems to have been
derived under threat of execution and is possibly invalid.
Additional data indicates that Stephen, the treasurer, may
have performed the crime himself. Samuel Ford, nonetheless,
was of such infamy that many people were quite willing to
believe he robbed the treasury.

|Samuel was arrested for counterfeiting in 1773 at his home
called the "Hammock' and taken to the Morristown jail. Ford
quickly escaped from the jail, due in part to a sympathetic
sheriff, and hid from the authorities in the highlands of
Hibernia, an area he knew so well. Soon the searchers got too
close and Samuel Ford, Jr. fled to Virginia where he changed
his name to Baldwin (his mother's maiden name) and remarried.
Little is known of his life in Virginia, but Ford descendants
seem to feel that he led a lawful existence the rest of his
life.

The four other men arrested with Ford were unable to escape

and were tried and found guilty. They were all sentenced to
death, but three of them, each of a notable 18th century family,
were pardoned. The other, apparently of no substantial means,
was duly executed.

Counterfeiting records indicate that perhaps Samuel Ford, Jr.
was the most resolute and skillful counterfeiter of the entire
colonial period. His overall notoriety was exaggeratingly
described by the Morris County Court as 'the most accomplished
villian that this county every produced".
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