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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The property measures approximately 126' x 489 f and occupies the entire block 
formed by Burhans Boulevard on the west, McPherson Street on the east, West 
Washington Street on the south, and West Franklin Street on the north.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Western Maryland Ra^lwa^ Station in Hagerstom is a 1913 structure which, is signi£Lr 
cant for its history and archj^tecture. Erected as a pa£t of the railway ̂s 1912 Im 
provement Program, the station is^ monumental in scale and expresses the functionalist 
concepts which influenced American architecture at the turn of the twentieth century.

By 1912, the Vfestern Maryland Railroad had become a busy trunk line linking the Great 
Lakes, the Midwest, and the coal fields of West Virginia with the eastern seaboard, 
(Williams, p. 89.1 lfte railroad was chartered in 1852 and was acquired in 1902 by the 
Fuller Syndicate, an affiliate of the Gould railroad interests. In 1906, the Vfestern 
Maryland reached Cumberland, Allegany County. Within the decade the road stretched to 
Connellsville, near Pittsburgh, where it connected with the Pittsburgh and Lake Erie 
Railroad, tying it into the big eastern and western systems.

The forty-fourth annual report, issued in 1906, announced plans to relocate the Maryland 
division shops in Hagerstown because of the city's geographically central location in 
the division. The old division shops at Union Bridge were antiquated and no longer 
adequate to handle the repairs.

Opening the line to Connellsville and the consequent increase in business necessitated 
the rehabilitation of the tracks and terminals. T3ie work was known as the 1912 Improve 
ment Program and consisted of new yards and buildings, passenger and freight terminals, 
and bridges and sidings. (Williams, p. 102.)

Another station which was built as a part of the 1912 Improvement Program is located in 
Cumberland. The Cumberland station, listed on the National Register, is architecturally 
similar to the Hagerstown station although the latter is larger by two bays, built of a 
different color brick, and has slightly different windows in the bays.

The Hagerstown station is presently used for storage and offices. The tracks, originally 
located to the west of the station, were removed in the late 1950's when Burhans Boule 
vard was built. The City of Ifegerstown is negotiating to purchase the Western Maryland 
Railway Station for conversion to police department offices.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Vfestern Maryland Railway Station in Hagerstown, Washington County, stands on 
the easterly side of Burhans Boulevard and the westerly side of McPherson Street, 
approximately five blocks west of Public Square, between West Washington Street 
(U.S. Route 40) and West Franklin Street.

The station is a straightforward, commercial style structure built in 1913. It is 
two and a half stories in height and has a hip roof with dormers. Brick in con 
struction with a stone base, the building is eleven bays long and three bays wide 
and measures approximately 156 feet by 39 feet. A massive, modillioned cornice 
with stone disks defining each bay encircles the structure. The building is also 
encircled by a one story porch that has a cantilevered roof on the south, east, ̂ 
north sides and round metal columns on the west side (now Burhans Boulevard) where 
the trains originally unloaded.

The roof is pierced by twelve dormers with brick facing and four tall chimneys. Ihe 
end facades of three bays have one dormer over the central bay. On the longer or 
east and west facades, three dormers are located directly over the three central 
bays. There are also single dormers above the bays located second in from the outer 
edges of the building. Two chimneys are situated on each, of the long facades flank 
ing the three central dormers.

The bays are defined by segmentally arched recessed panels which extend from the 
first to the second story. Within each panel on the first floor are double win 
dows with double-hung wooden sashes. The second story has tripartite windows with 
transoms which follow the segmentally arched panels.

The station is structurally sound and basically unaltered in its exterior appear 
ance. The building is now being used for offices and storage. The railroad 
tracks presently run along the east side of McPherson Street.
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