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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Maston House, which is one of Sussex County's oldest brick structures, was 
built in 1727 and enlarged in 1733. It is a story-and-one-half brick dwelling with 
shed-roof dormers. In keeping with the local tradition, it is only one room-deep 
and has interior end chimneys. The entire building is laid in Flemish-bond pattern 
with glazed headers and is surrounded by a stepped water table. Each gable end 
features a heavy belt course, above which are narrow attic windows and diapered 
brickwork. A plain box cornice compliments each facade. A small contemporary 
frame addition abuts the structure on the northern end. To the right of the closed 
entrance is a brick dated 1727, and incorporated in the diapered brick work of the 
northern gable is a brick dated 1733.

Wide floor boards, deep recessed windows, and a narrow enclosed staircase winding 
around the chimney are among the original interior features that have remained in 
tact. Though each massive fireplace has been enclosed or rebuilt the original 
lintel and mantel shelf have been retained.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Maston House is one of western Sussex County's earliest examples of the 
"Resurrection Manor" style house. It was built in a portion of the county which 
was orlginaily a part of Dorchester County, Maryland. By 1776, when the boundar 
line separating Maryland from Delaware had been firmly established, the territory 
became known as North West Fork Hundred, because it was situated west of the 
northwest fork of the Nanticoke River (Marshyhope Creek).

The house was built on a tract called Cannon's Savannah which the Province of 
Maryland had originally granted to Stephen Cannon. In 1776, seventy-eight acres 
of the tract was resurveyed for the yeoman Jacob Kinder. The remaining portion 
of Cannon's Savannah, along with the dwelling plantation and the adjoining Ickford 
tract were bequeathed to Cannon's son Stephen, Jr. at his father's death in 1793.

The Cannon family was one of Sussex County's largest land holding families. As 
prosperous yeomen, they continued to own the Maston House and property until 
1851, when Cornelius T. Cannon conveyed the property to Halsey H. Maston, 
resident of North West Fork Hundred, and the owner cited on Beers' Atlas of 
1868. Adjoining Cannon's Savannah are Benjamin Cannon's Hickory Hill tract, 
William Cannon's tract called Goshen, and the tract known as Cannon's Grief.

The Maston House has been called a Maryland house in Delaware by Dr. Henry 
Chandlee Forman, the historian of eastern shore architecture. Dr. Forman 
reported the presence of a Jacobean-style staircase, which is not now found 
in the building. In other ways, also, it resembles Maryland rather than Delaware 
houses. Whereas the typical Delaware house is two stories high, the Maston House 
is a story and a half; diapering is much more common in Maryland than in 
Delaware; and the floor plan is typical of certain buildings known commonly as 
the "Resurrection Manor" plan houses, which are typical of early Maryland buildin
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