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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This vertical log building with mud and straw panels between
the logs is one of the most historic and architecturally impor-
tant buildings in Kentucky. Built in 1800, this was the first
low Dutch Reformed Church west of the Allegheny Mountains. It
has been used contig\ally as a church for various denominations
until quite recently: Now the Harrodsburg Historical Society,
owner of the building, is contemplating the restoration of this
interesting structure. The building was weatherboarded over in
1850 and plastered on the inside. A number of other changes
were made (such as lowering the windows) at that time and docu-
mented in the church records. If it is feasible, the restorat-
ion committee proposes to remove the weatherboard and plaster
thus exposing the framing and mud fill-as it was originally.

Dimensions: 46' 4" long by 34' 4" wide.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

¢ ,
The "0ld Mud Meeting House," a Dutch Reformed Church, was
erected by a colony of Dutch settlers. The structure is
heavily oak framed with a clay and straw filling between the
large upright beams of the wall. It is now weatherboarded, buf
a section has been left open to show the mud packed construc-
tion. Adjacent to the church is the graveyard "where rest the
ashes of those who starved with Washington at Valley Forge;
who faced the Britons at Monmouth and Brandywine and crossed
the Delaware and stormed the Hessians at Trenton; and staked
their all upon the field at Princeton and in the trenches at
Yorktown." The premises are owned and maintained by the
Harrodsburg Historical Society. A nearby marker reads, "First
Dutch Reformed Church west of the Allegheny Mountains. Estab-
lished by fifty families who came to Mercer County from
Pennsylvania in 1781. Organized in 1796, the church was built
on land purcheased in 1800. In the Church cemetery is the
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mas Kyle, the first pastor."
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