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To/m Stoneham
Addxess Spring and Washington Streets
Historic Najne/v/llian®Biyany Octagon />Wwu
Use: Original residence

Present residence
Ownership:CJI Private iNNNAAN IMWiITINaghg.

Private organization Ellen B.
O'Donnell

Public

Original owner William Bryant

DESCRIPTION:

Date ca. 1851
records of the Stoneham
Source Historical Society

Style  octagon
Architect Builder: Worcester Brothers
Exterior wall fabric clapboard

Outbuildings none

Major alterations (with dates)

Moved no Date
Approx. acreage 27,180 sg. ft.
Setting mixed nineteenth and twentieth

century residential; busy intersection

Boston North Qued 1:25,000
UM: 19 327850 4705180

(StP71? additional sheets here)



ARCH TECTURAL SIGNIFI C."CE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate i nterns of other buildings within conmnity)

The W IliamBryant octagon i sasinply detailed but wel T preserved ex-ariiple of this unusual md-
nineteenth century residential form As thenane inplies,. it ..is constructedw th eight equal
sides, andit rises twostories toalowpitchedbrackettedroof with acentral cupola. An ell
extends fromtherear (north) wall andtheentry i sloca.ted onthe opposite wall. Theentryis
framed by full lengthside-lights anda transom and i s protected by anopen porch. 1t is
approached by three granite steps with alowcurved, edge. Wndows have sinple frames and contain
6/ 6 sash. The house i s sheathed i nclapboards andrests ona"granite foundation. The house faces
south onSpring Street at thebusy intersection of Washi ngt on and Pl easant.

H STCR CAL SIGNFI CANCE Cexplain therole owers played i nlocal or state history

and hov; the building relates t othe devel opment of t he comunity) t
The. W I liam Bryant Cctagon possesses integrity of location, design, materials and®is significant
as awell preserved exanple of themd-nineteenth century octagonal house form It neets
criterion Cof theNational Register of Historic Places. o e - - -

(e of three octagon houses i nStonehambuilt between 1850-.and. 1855, the W | |iamBryant house
retains most of its original surfaces anddetails. Octagonal houses were popularized at m d-
century by Oson Fower i nhis pattern book "The Cctagon House: .. A tbone for All" as aninexpensi ve
way to house thenation's growing population. Reportedly built by Wrcester Brothers, the

house occupies asite near thelocation of the second meeting house; the open side yard nay have
been thesite of the town conmon c. 1804. Bryant was a shoecutter, sothis house representsan
alternative tothe Geek Revival cottage i nwhich nost contenporary “hoe workers |ived.

O Sonehams ot her octagons, one has beei\ heavily altered andthe other has been included as

nmber 256 i nthis nomnation. Al |l three.appear to have been built of interlocking tinber
construction, asrecorded for Wakefield Cctagons by t he Essex Institute..
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WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Bryant, William, Octagon House
(Stoneham MRA)

Middlesex County Working No.

MASSACHUSETTS ™ Fed. Reg. Date: COMA<S/cT'
Date Due: S™\-yO
Action :ACCEPT

CU resubmission m tTae RETURN.

* nomination by person or local government AQ|IAANGAN* AN —REJECT.

CH owner objection Federal Agency:

EH appeal

Substantive Review: e sample e request [H appeal n NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered

HH good d| ruins altered

o fair LU unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph

CH completeness

CD clarity

CD alterations/integrity - e
e dates

I I boundary selection

Check one
« original site
moved date.



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource
CD context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
CD Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000295



