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CESCR BE THE PRESENT AND (R @ NAL (IF KNOAW) PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

Located behind St.M chael's Church @ Randol ph Ave. i n M lton, Gov.Hutchinson's

Ha-Ha i sa stone faced ditch 120" long, 6 wde and 4 high. The slanted sides

of theha-ha, which are conposed of puddingstone and granite rubble, aretopped with
large cut granite blocks, 5 long, 8'high and 1' deep. The ha-ha runs north-south
and forms t hewestern boundary of thenow deteriorated formal garden. The ha-ha

is currently i na state of disrepair; many stones have fallen and it has become
congested with debris. Stone steps which descended west t ot hepasture are |ocated

at thesouthern end of theha-ha. The garden, which was maintained into the20th c,
measured approximately 320" by 220" a»d was divided by gravel paths into four sections
with a small rear rose garden. Each section of thegarden was enclosed with shrubs
and perennial s and various hardwods were placed throughout. While some shrubs and
trees still exist, thegarden plan i sno |onger visible and a 20th c. house i s |ocated
in themddle of thearea. Wth thepresence of thehouse, thegarden is unrestorable
but plans do exist torestore theha-ha. The paved drive which runs t ot hehouse

is located on t henatural northernboundary of theha-ha.
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Gov. Hutchinson's Ha-Ha i ssignificant as thelast extant feature (aside from
foliage and | and) of CGov.Hutchinson's estate, one of the few ha-hag visibly extant
in New England, and one of thefewi ntheUnited States. The ha-ha was a very
important element i nthelate 18th and early 19th c. formal garden. Designed, i n
part, t okeep out-wandering cows while not interrupting theview fromwithinthe

e garden, theha-ha was so named because it was a feature not visible until one was

al most upon it , thus theexpressionof surprise,"ha". 1 nl1771, theyear Thonas
Hut chi nson becane Provincial CGovernor of Massachusetts, Horace Wal pole piiblished
the nmost conplete description of a "ha-ha" conposed up t othat point. | nhis book.

h Modern Gardening, thepurpose of theha-ha was t oharnonize theprim regularity
of thecultivated portion of theproperty, thelawn, flower gardens, etc. withthe
wi | der pastures, meadows, deer parks, and cultivated fields outside. Conbi ni ng
them i na general design, "all nature" would thus becone a garden. The ha-ha was
a nost fashionable formal garden feature and it i sthought that Gov.Hutchinson
constructed t heha-ha shortly after theappearance of Horace Wl pole's book.

Hut chi nson had bought t heproperty i nMlton i n1742 and by 1744 had built his
"Monticello i n Massachusetts". He continually embellishedhis estate and his |ove
for his garden and know edge of horticulture were respectfully noted by even his
eneny, John Adans. Hutchinson served as Governor from 1771t o 1774 when he |eft for
Engl and and never returned t o Anerica.

Thomas Hut chinson was consideredt obe t henost distinguished as well as t henost

| oyal Colonial-born official of histime. Provincial assenblyman, speaker of the
Massachusetts House of Representatives, councillor, lietenant governor, chief

justice (during the 1760's) and governor (1771-1774), he was also Anerica's nost
acconpl i shed Col onial historian. Hutchinson went into exile i nJune of 1774 and lived
in London until he death i n 1780.

Pl ans now exist torestore theha-ha toits former appearance.
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