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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located behind St.Michael's Church @n Randolph Ave. i n Milton, Gov.Hutchinson's 
Ha-Ha i s a stone faced d i t c h 120' long, 6' wide and 4' high. The slanted sides 
of the ha-ha, which are composed of puddingstone and granite rubble, are topped with 
large cut granite blocks, 5' long, 8"high and 1' deep. The ha-ha runs north-south 
and forms the western boundary of the now deteriorated formal garden. The ha-ha 
i s currently i n a state of disrepair; many stones have f a l l e n and i t has become 
congested with debris. Stone steps which descended west to the pasture are located 
at the southern end of the ha-ha. The garden, which was maintained into the 20th c , 
measured approximately 320' by 220'a»d was divided by gravel paths into four sections 
with a small rear rose garden. Each section of the garden was enclosed with shrubs 
and perennials and various hardwoods were placed throughout. While some shrubs and 
trees s t i l l e x i s t , the garden plan i s no longer v i s i b l e and a 20th c. house i s located 
i n the middle of the area. With the presence of the house, the garden i s unrestorable 
but plans do exis t to restore the ha-ha. The paved drive which runs to the house 
i s located on the natural northern boundary of the ha-ha. 
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SPECIFIC DATES 
C.1771 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Gov. Hutchinson's Ha-Ha i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the la s t extant feature (aside from 
foliage and land) of Gov.Hutchinson's estate, one of the few ha-hag v i s i b l y extant 
in New England, and one of the few i n the United States. The ha-ha was a very 
important element i n the late I 8 t h and early 19th c. formal garden. Designed, i n 
part, to keep out-wandering cows while not in t e r r u p t i n g the view from within the 

• garden, the ha-ha was so named because i t was a feature not v i s i b l e u n t i l one was 
almost upon i t , thus the expression of surprise,"ha". I n 1771, the year Thomas 
Hutchinson became Provincial Governor of Massachusetts, Horace Walpole piiblished 
the most complete description of a "ha-ha" composed up to that point. I n his book. 
On Modern Gardening, the purpose of the ha-ha was to harmonize the prim r e g u l a r i t y 
of the culti v a t e d portion of the property, the lawn, flower gardens, etc. with the 
wilder pastures, meadows, deer parks, and cul t i v a t e d f i e l d s outside. Combining 
them i n a general design, " a l l nature" would thus become a garden. The ha-ha was 
a most fashionable formal garden feature and i t i s thought that Gov.Hutchinson 
constructed the ha-ha shortly a f t e r the appearance of Horace Walpole's book. 
Hutchinson had bought the property i n Milton i n 1742 and by 1744 had b u i l t his 
"Monticello i n Massachusetts". He continually embellished his estate and his love 
for his garden and knowledge of h o r t i c u l t u r e were respectfully noted by even his 
enemy, John Adams. Hutchinson served as Governor from 1771 to 1774 when he l e f t for 
England and never returned to America. 

Thomas Hutchinson was considered to be the most distinguished as well as the most 
loyal Colonial-born o f f i c i a l of his time. Provincial assemblyman, speaker of the 
Massachusetts House of Representatives, councillor, lietenant governor, chief 
justice (during the 1760's) and governor (1771-1774), he was also America's most 
accomplished Colonial h i s t o r i a n . Hutchinson went into exile i n June of 1774 and lived 
i n London u n t i l he death i n 1780. 

Plans now exist to restore the ha-ha to i t s former appearance. 
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