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The Kelley House is a small (28' x 41'), two-story structure, with a two-level 
galerie and outer stairway to the upper (main) floor, details which suggest 
the influence of southern (and particularly French) architecture.

The lower level of the house is made of large, roughly-cut limestone; the upper 
level is frame, with horizontal siding on each end and vertical board-and-batten 
on the front. The tin-covered gable roof slopes into a shed roof at the rear, and 
is -extended in the front over the two story wood galerie running the length of the 
house v A fringe of jig-saw carving below the porch roof gives a decorative effect. 
Windowhs (on the north and east sides only) of the lower level have 6/6 lights; those 
above are 2/2. There is a door at ground level, and another off the porch to the 
second level, which is reached by a flight of wooden steps at the east end of the 
house. Also at this end is a small frame shed, originally used as a summer kitchen.

The ground floor interior has a kitchen area toward the front, with a storage room/ 
food cellar running the length of the house at the rear. The walls of this lower 
level are 18-24 inches thick. On the main floor (which is also accessible by an 
interior stairway) are a main living area, several bedrooms and bath.

A few yards to the northeast of the house is a frame outbuilding, 10' x 18%', with 
a gable roof and board-and-batten siding. It is contemporaneous with the house.

The Kelley House is set on a wooded lot, and is backed into a vertical limestone 
bluff. It is presently in a deteriorated condition, but the present owner is making 
repairs and alterations in the interior which will not affect the historical integrity 
of the house. No exterior changes have been made at any time.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Kelley house is significant as one of .only a few houses in Iowa which suggest 
the influence of Mississippi Valley French colonial architecture in their designs. 
Elements of the style found in this particular house are the location of the main 
living quarters above a full-height ground story, and the full length galerie, 
with exterior stairs, beneath an extension of the roof.. Although its first owner 
(and builder), John Kelley, was not noticeably French, Dubuque was founded by a 
Frenchman and for a time in the 18th and early 19th centuries Frenclr^itffflbnce was 
fairly predominant in the area. The Kelley house, although built after the period 
of greatest FreAlSiJvfnffiience, is thus stylistically in keeping with elements 
of early Dubuque history.

The land was purchased in 1855 by John and Mary Kelley, from James Fanning, 
first listing of the house in the City Directory is 1858.

The
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#8 (Revised significance)

The architectural tradition from which the Kelley house is a derivation is 
Mississippi Valley French, rather than French-Canadian, as described in the 
original statement of significance. Unlike the latter, which is typified by 
small-scale, usually single-story £oteaux-en-terre construction, and was con­ 
centrated in French Canada and the Upper Mississippi Valley arid Great Lakes 
region, the former is of southern, perhaps Caribbean, derivation, and is 
found most commonly along the lower reaches of the Mississippi River. Dis­ 
tinctive features of the Mississippi Valley French style include the full- 
length porch, or galerie, with exterior staircase, and the location of the 
main living quarters above a full-height ground story — as exhibited in 
the Kelley house. The c. 1855 date of the house, however, places it well 
beyond the period of Dubuque's history associated with French, or French- 
Canadian, activity (1780's-c. 1820). Its significance thus derives primarily 
from the fact that it is stylistically unique in Dubuque, arid reflects 
influences both temporally and geographically distant from other houses of 
its type.


