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_FAIR _UNEXPOSED

The Winona Public Library is situated on a corner lot in the central 
business district of Winona. It is a one storey structure on a high basement. 
Executed in the Neo-classic mode, principal facades are symmetrical in arrange­ 
ment with projecting central bays flanked by arcaded windows. The projecting 
bays are embellished with non-fluted doric columns and pilasters and capped by 
parapets. The entire cornice line is decorated with modillions; this treatment 
is also applied to the pediment above the main entry. The building is crowned 
by a low dome placed at the intersection of the axes described by the central 
projecting bays.

The building today, appears as it did when built in 1899, with the 
exception of a small stack area added to the rear of the structure in 1913 
(2,962 sq. ft.). Outside dimensions are 85 feet front and 64 feet at the side, 
with 30 feet additional depth in the stack wing. The top of the outer dome is 
56 feet above street level.

The walls of the building are brick, faced with Bedford stone; the entrance 
steps of native Winona limestone; the columns on the North and East sides are 
of Georgia Creole marble. The interior woodwork is of quartered oak.

The interior of the building retains original integrity with marble, wood 
carvings, fresco mural and stained glass dome and roof lites. The main exchange 
room ceiling rises 30 feet into an inner dome of stained glass by Otto Heinigke. 
Due to leakage problems, the outer surface of this dome has been covered with 
tin, preventing light from reaching the inner stained glass surface.

The interior fresco mural, above the main desk in the exchange room, is 
called the "Light of Learning" and was executed in 1912 by Kenyon Cox as a 
memorial to Charlotte Prentiss Hayes of Winona lumbering family fame.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Winona Public Library was built and presented to the City of Winona 
through the generosity of William Harris Laird, one of Winona's affluent and 
progressive lumber baron-philanthropists. In design it represents a high degree 
of academicism, an influence on the development of public architecture as promoted 
through the World's Columbian Exposition of 1893. One such academic trend took 
the form of Neo-classicism as seen in the Winona Public Library through the 
interpretation of three prominent architects; Warren Powers Laird, (then dean at 
the school of Architecture at the University of Pennsylvania), Edgar V. Seeler, 
and Cass Gilbert.

The Winona Public Library has long been considered as not only an architecturally 
significant building in the city, but also as a cultural center for the community. 
This function is enhanced by the provision in the original design for a special 
gallery for the display of art works, as well as the integretion of murals, 
statuary, and art glass into the design fabric of the building itself.
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