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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Braska house is a two-story residence, 36' across the front and 26' deep,
constructed of brick laid in stretcher bond on a stone foundation. The
low-pitched hipped roof has rather wide eaves and lacks a cornice. The
five-bay front is symmetrical, with shuttered, 6/6 sash windows and flat
wood sills and lintels. The main entrance has sidelights and a four-1light
transom. Side elevations are two bays wide. Rear window lintels are

brick.

Alterations: On the east side, the sill of one of the first story windows

has been raised, and a modern 6/6 sash window installed. A window has been

cut at first story level on the west side, now giving two windows on each

story. The frame summer kitchen on the right side of the rear elevation has

been removed. This elevation has two windows on the second story, and, originally
had two: doors (one leading directly outside,’ the otheér into the summer kitchen)
.flanking. a: center window on the first story. These doors have been replaced

with modern doors with tall, narrow plate-glass windows. Four brick chimneys
have been removed.

The interior has been extensively remodelled, after years of neglect. The
house has a center hall plan, with dining and kitchen areas to the left and a
large living room (once partitioned intc two areas) to the right. There are
three bedrooms on the second floor, with a fourth bedroom converted to a
bath and dressing room.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Braska house is a well-preserved example of vernacular residential archi-
tecture from the mid-19th century. The center hall, double-pile plan is

a traditional form. The Italianate influence is suggested by the low-pitched
hipped roof, with wide eaves, while the long, symmetrical front facade is
reminiscent of the Greek Revival. Its strongest feature is. its simplicity,
with no embellishments to clutter the straightforward lines. Similar examples
of this "style" have been identified in Muscatine, Iowa, dating from the mid-
19th-century. Other, rather more elaborate manifestations are the Mansion
House at Nauvoo, Illinois, and the Cox House, Dresden, Ohio.

Moses and Louisa Brejsigke (anglicized to Braska) were the first occupants

of the house, having acquired the land in 1854. Their daughter, Mary, born
in 1856, ran a millinery store in Marion from 1881 until her death in 1920.
The business was continued by her neice, Louise, until 1951.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

117

Lot is 65' x 125', located on the southeast corner of 2nd Avenue and 9th
Street, Marion
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