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Town Worces t e r 

Address 25 S u f f i e l d S t r e e l 

His to r ic Karae P a t r i c k McGuinness 

Three -Decke r 

Use:* Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c a . 1908 

Source W o r c e s t e r House D i r e c t o r y 

Style C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l Three -Decker 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood claoboard and 

Outbuildings "one 
s h i n g l e 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition v e r y good 

Moved Date 

Acreage less than 1/4 acre 

Setting La te 1 9 t h / e a r l v 2 0 t h c e n t u r v , 

u r b a n , m u l t i - f a m i l y , r e s i d e n t i a l 

s t r e e t . 

UTM REFERENCE 19 /269230/4681070 

USGS qUADRANGLE S-outh 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by John C a l l a h a n 

Organization C l a r k U n i v e r s i t y 

Date F e b r u a r y 1981 

Rev ised f o r MHC bv M i c h a e l S t e i n i t z - 1 2 / 8 8 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The P a t r i c k McGuinness Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n i 
f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the e t h n i c , working-class, r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t that 
developed along the western slope of Verr.on H i l l on the c i t y ' s East Side i n 
the l a t e 19th and e a r l y 20th c e n t u r i e s . I t i s also an unusually well-preserved 
and w e l l - d e t a i l e d example of a double ( s i x apartment) three-decker b u i l t 
w i t h C o l o n i a l Revival s t y l e elements. The McGuinness Three-Decker t-.us meets 
C r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places on the .^ocal 

l e v e l . 
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. * 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 25 S u f f i e l d Street i s a remarkably well-preserved and f i n e l y 
d e t a i l e d example of the use of C o l o n i a l Revival d e t a i l s i n a double three-
decker. The house has a symmetrical main facade w i t h a recessed c e n t r a l three-
t i e r porch, flanked on e i t h e r sid.? by shallow, rounded t h r e e - s t o r y bay windows. 
The house i s clad i n wood clapboard, w i t h wide wood shingle bands between 
s t o r i e s on both the f r o n t and sides of the b u i l d i n g . The f r o n t porch i s . 
supported by slender Tuscan columns, and features a p a i r of arched openings 
w i t h keystones on the t h i r d t i e r . The f i r s t f l o o r e n t r y i s flanked by 3/4 
side l i g h t s . Unusual are the shallow, two-story bay windows tha t p r o j e c t 
from the second and t h i r d s t o r i e s on the sides of the b u i l d i n g . The very 
shallow hip roof has a wide cornice overhang, w i t h r e g u l a r l y spaced, decorative 
brackets. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comwinity. 

The McGuinness Three-Decker was constructed as pa r t of the e a r l y 20th century 
development of the lower western slope of Vernon H i l l as an e t h n i c , working-
class, m u l t i - f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood. The area was i n i t i a l l y an I r i s h 
and ( t o a lesser e x t e n t ) Swedish d i s t r i c t , but by the 1920s, f a m i l i e s of Polish 
and Lithuanian e x t r a c t i o n were l o c a t i n g here. B u i l t ca. 1908, 25 S u f f i e l d 
Street was developed as an incom.e producing, six-apartment double three-decker. 
The f i r s t owner was P a t r i c k McGuinness, a plumber, who l i v e d at 11 Orne Street. 
Tenants i n 1908 included Michael McHugh, a trimmer; James McHugh,an e l e c t r i c i a n ; 
O l i v e r Hebert and Axel Granlund, machinists; A l b i n Thomsson, a watchmaker; 
Carl Olson, a leatherworker; and Carl G. Johanson, a wireworker. By 1920, the 
b u i l d i n g was owned by Krestna B a c k l i n . Tenants included John Juksta, Daniel 
Maacik, and Tony Barkovskas, occupations unknown; Michael M i t c h e l l , a laborer; 
Joseph Palomis, a s i d e r ; Jan Dagelis, a cook; and Michal Dagelis, a baker. By 
1930, the Dagelis f a m i l y owned the house, and Jan (John) Dagelis, employed as 
a counterm.an, l i v e d here. Tenants i n 1930 included Benjamin Z i c i u s , a patenter; 
Adam Z i c i u s , a l a b o r e r ; Josep Palomis; Frank Tankes, a machinist; George 
Slarinskas, a c u t t e r ; J u l i u s Grubliauskas, a wireworker; and Anthony Roman, an 
operator. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Worcester D i r e c t o r y , Worcester House D i r e c t o r y , 1908,1912,1920,1930. 

L.J. Richards, A t l a s of the C.ty of Worcester, 1911, 1922 . • 

J. Callahan et a l . , Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981. 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 
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FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
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