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Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 buildings
sites
structures
objects
1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _N/A_

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)
Social: meeting hall

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)
Social: meeting hall

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)
Other: log

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property: Walls: wood, log
Roof: metal, aluminum
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style,
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has
historic integrity.)

Summary Paragraph

The Old Willow Community Center is located on West Willow Community Center Circle, west
of the George Parks Highway, at mile 69.7 from Anchorage. The building faces the highway,
and behind it is Willow Lake. The building stood several hundred feet north, where the new
community center and library now stand, from the time it was completed in 1961 until 1992.

The design of the 60’ x 40’ D-Log front gable building has stayed the same. The interior is one
large room with an 8’ deep stage along the west end. Repairs to the building have used materials
similar to the original ones. The building retains its historic integrity of design, workmanship,
materials, setting, feeling, and association. Other than the move and placement on a concrete
foundation, the building has not been significantly changed. It remains on the Willow Lake
shoreline and still fronts on the road and is approached as it was historically.

Narrative Description

The Old Willow Community Center stands a short distance south of the new community center
and library, on the west side of the George Parks Highway at milepost 69.7. It faces the highway
and behind it is Willow Lake. Construction began in 1959 and was finished in 1961. The
building served Willow area residents as their community center until 1992 when it was moved
several hundred feet south to make way for a new building. It continues to be used for
community gatherings and general public purposes.

The building is rectangular, 60’ x 40°, and constructed of local rough sawn spruce lumber and
six-inch three sided logs. It has a front gable corrugated aluminum roof. A metal stovepipe
chimney is in the southwest corner. The gable ends are wood shingled. There are small attic
access doors in both gable ends. Originally, the building was on a log pole foundation. When it
was moved it was placed on a concrete block foundation and sited a quarter degree turn from its
original orientation.

The primary facade has centered paired plywood doors flanked by a window on each side.
Historic photos and demarcations on the logs indicate there used to be a covered porch on the
front. Today there is an ADA compliant ramp on one side and small set of stairs on the other
side leading to a small landing to enter the building. The two front windows were originally
three light (horizontal) fixed wood windows. Today, all the windows are single pane, with false
muntins on the interior of the windows that mimic the original horizontal three pane windows.

The north side of the building has four windows. Plywood covers two openings that once led to
separate kitchen and bathroom buildings, added at some point after the initial construction.
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These two buildings no longer stand. Inside, the openings have been covered in sheet rock.
There is no fenestration on the rear of the building. Two vertical logs divide the back wall into
thirds. It is not clear if these logs are original or were added for structural support at the time of
the move. The south wall has two small windows near the front of the building, then two larger
windows immediately next to each other, a set of paired doors, then a single large window.

A small entry inside leads to the main room. To the south of entry is a glass display case, and to
the north side is a small bar area. The floors and ceiling are plywood. The room has florescent
lights. The interior walls are wood paneled. At the west end is an 8’ deep stage, temporarily
walled off and used for storage.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register

listing.)

X

A.

Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

A.

B.

Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes
Removed from its original location
A birthplace or grave

A cemetery

. A reconstructed building, object, or structure

A commemorative property

Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years
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Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)
_Social history

Period of Significance
1961-1992

Significant Dates
_1961, 1992

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
_N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
_Unknown

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any
applicable criteria considerations.)

The building of a community center is a pivotal undertaking for a new community. Although
Willow started as a railroad stop in the 1920s, a community only developed after World War 11
when the area attracted people interested in homesteading. In the late 1950s the residents
organized an association to obtain funding for a building where they could meet and gather
socially. The building was completed in 1961 and served as the community center for thirty
years. When plans were made to replace the building, residents banded together in 1992 to save
it and continue to use it for community activities. Although much of the building’s period of
significance is less than fifty years ago, the building dates to the first years of the Willow
community.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of
significance.)

Prospectors found gold in Willow Creek in 1897. Over the next several decades, miners and
freighters established and used trails from the town of Knik at the head of Cook Inlet that went
along Willow Creek, crossed two other creeks, and went to the lode gold mines in the Hatcher
Pass area to the east. Willow is 26 miles northeast of Knik and over the years several freighters
built small cabins along the creek. The Alaska Railroad built the small Willow Station in 1920.
A community did not grow around the station as ones did around Wasilla to the south and
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Talkeetna to the north. In 1940 the census reported 13 people lived in area. During World War
I1, the military built a radar warning station and airfield near the station.

After the war, the federal government opened the area for homesteading with generous
preference provisions for veterans. In 1947 Trail’s End Lodge, the first commercial venture in
the area, opened near the railroad station and the next year the Willow post office. Work on the
road that is now the George Parks Highway encouraged people to settle and to explore the area.
Seventy miles from Anchorage, city residents started to come to hike and camp, and fish and
canoe in area lakes and streams in the 1950s. The new State of Alaska and Matanuska-Susitna
Borough selected land in the area in the 1960s and over the next few decades sold some to
Alaskans. A number of people built homes and others built recreational cabins on the lots they
obtained. The permanent population of the Willow “census designated place” grew slowly. In
1960 the Census Borough reported 78 people in the area. The permanent residents wanted a
place to meet and socialize, and the railroad station was too small. In 1959 they created the
Willow Area Community Organization to secure a federal grant of $8,000 for a community
center. The residents matched the grant with $10,000 in services and donations. The one-room
log community building was completed in 1961 and that year the first Willow Winter Carnival
was held.

Governor Bill Egan dedicated the building in 1962, and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough
recognized it as the Willow Historic Museum and Tourist Center in 1968, noting it was one of
the “permanent commemorative parks, museum, and recreational facilities as lasting
commemorations of the Alaska purchase and its centennial, 1867-1967.”

In 1976 Alaskans voted for Willow to be their new state capital site, but six years later killed the
idea. Today the community is still unincorporated. The 2010 census reported 2,102 people
living in the area. The permanent residents lived in about half of the approximately 1,200
buildings counted in the area. Willow continues to be a popular recreation area for southcentral
Alaska residents.

In the early 1990s plans were made for a new community center and a library on the site of the
original center. A group of residents took action and petitioned to save the old building and use
it for public events. It was moved a short distance south of its original site in 1992 and placed on
a concrete foundation. It continues to be used for events including the annual Iditarod Sled Dog
Race restart and houses the beginnings of a museum with several wildlife mounts. The Willow
Area Community Organization deeded the building to the Willow Historical and Wildlife
Museum in 2006, and it sits on Matanuska-Susitna Borough land. The building is locally
significant as the first community building for the Willow area.



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Old Willow Community Center Matanuska-Susitna, Alaska
Name of Property County and State

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)

Bureau of Land Management, Alaska. History of Alaska Homesteading: The Last Chapter in
America’s Homestead Experience, 1898-1988.

Huston, Jim. Personal correspondence. June 2016.

Willow Area Community Organization (WACO): http://www.waco-ak.org/about.php

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
N/A

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested

_____previously listed in the National Register
_____previously determined eligible by the National Register
___designated a National Historic Landmark
____recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
___recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Primary location of additional data:

_____State Historic Preservation Office
____ Other State agency
__ Federal agency
_X_ Local government
___ University
_____ Other

Name of repository:

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _Alaska Heritage Resources Survey
(AHRS) Site No. TYO-00361
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property __0.06 acres

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1. Latitude: 61.744324 Longitude: -150.052050
2. Latitude: Longitude:

3. Latitude: Longitude:

4. Latitude: Longitude:

Or

UTM References
Datum (indicated on USGS map):

NAD 1927 or NAD 1983
1. Zone: Easting: Northing:
2. Zone: Easting: Northing:
3. Zone: Easting: Northing:
4. Zone: Easting : Northing:

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The property is a rectangular parcel measuring 60’ x 40°, whose northeast corner is 260 feet
directly southwest of the end of Willow Community Circle Drive and whose southwest
corner is 210 feet directly southeast of the access to Willow Lake, as shown on the attached
site plan.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The boundary is the footprint of the building.
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11. Form Prepared By

name/title: Caitlan Dowling, Research Assistant

organization: _Alaska Office of History and Archaeology, Department of Natural Resources
street & number: 550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1310

city or town: Anchorage state: AK  zip code: 99501-3565

e-mail caitlan.dowling@alaska.gov

telephone: 907.269.8721

date: June 30,2017

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

e Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's
location.

e Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources. Key all photographs to this map.

e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs
Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels

(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to
the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer,
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on
every photograph.

Photo Log

Name of Property: Old Willow Community Center

City or Vicinity: Willow

County: Matanuska-Susitna State: Alaska

Photographer: Summer Louthan

Date Photographed: Photos 1-3: June 21, 2017; Photos 4-5: June 2, 2016
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Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of
camera:

AK Matanuska-Susitna Old Willow Community Center 0001, Front fagade, camera facing
west

AK Matanuska-Susitna Old Willow Community Center 0002, Front and north facades,
camera facing southwest

AK Matanuska-Susitna Old Willow Community Center 0003, West and south facades,
camera facing northeast

AK Matanuska-Susitna Old Willow Community Center 0004, Interior, camera facing east

AK Matanuska-Susitna_Old Willow Community Center 0005, date unknown, Front fagade.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460
et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time
for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this
burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849
C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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Site Plan

WILLOW LAKE
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Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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