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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Joseph Shinn house is a detached rectangular Georgian frame dwelling. 
It is 2 1/2 stories high, 7 bays wide, and has a 1 1/2 story leanto at the 
northwest corner. The main axis of the house runs approximately north and 
south. There is a cellar under the southern two-thirds of the house.

The house is of post and beam construction. The southern two-thirds of the 
house were constructed in the eighteenth century while the northern third 
was completed in the early nineteenth century. The exterior is a combination 
of clapboard and butt jointed sheathing. Pilasters were added in the reno­ 
vation of 1946-47 to divide both the front and the rear facades into thirds. 
The butt jointed sheathing forms the southern two-thirds of the front (east) 
facade and the middle third of the rear (west) facade. The windows are a mix 
of eighteenth and nineteenth century types with glass dating from 100 years or 
earlier. In the 1946-47 renovation old glass was collected and used to 
replace all missing window lights. Downstairs there are panelled shutters 
while upstairs there are louvered ones. There is a tin gable roof which was 
placed over the original shake roof in the nineteenth century.

The house foundation is stone which forms the cellar walls. There are two 
chimneys: 1) there is a modern rectangular one on the south wall of the 
house, and 2) the original eighteenth century chimney in the center portion of 
the house. This original chimney is triangular in shape with a fireplace in 
each on the two center rooms downstairs and a fireplace in the upstairs front 
room. The other upstairs fireplace was removed sometime in the nineteenth 
century. The original brick vaulting to support the first floor fireplace 
hearths is in the cellar.

The outstanding feature of the exterior is the Georgian entry with its 
original divided "Dutch" door. The entry is formed by pilasters topped by 
a capital with incised carving of a stylized vine or vine and flowers. 
Surmounting the entry is a triangular pediment which surrounds a circular fan 
light.

There are five rooms on the first floor, six rooms and two baths on the second 
floor, and three rooms in the attic. In all rooms but one there are wide 
board pumpkin pine floors (including the attic). Originally there were seven 
rooms on the first floor, but in the 1946-47 renovation the two rooms at the 
north end were combined and similarly for the- two rooms at the south end. The 
interior walls in the southern two-thirds of the house are formed of partition 
board which in all cases except the staircase and the downstairs south room 
are standing vertically.
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The most significant features of the interior are the front reception hall, 
the bedroom above this reception hall, and the Sheep and Shears fireback in 
the back hall fireplace. The front reception hall has a corner fireplace. 
The fireplace wall and the wainscoting on the other walls are raised panel­ 
ling. Above the wainscoting are vertical partition board walls. There is a 
small barrel back corner cupboard with a carved shell top over the barrel back 
in the southeast corner of the room. This cupboard is contemporary to the 
house and are of cedar. The fireplace mantle is a superb gouge carved Federal 
one which was installed in the house in the early 1800's. Another unique 
feature of this room and the bedroom directly above it are the partition board 
ceilings.

The upstairs bedroom which is directly above the front reception hall has a corner 
fireplace with a similar arrangement of fireplace wall panelling, wainscoting, and 
partition board walls. However, the wainscoting does not extend completely around 
the room. The western wall is vertical partition board.

There is an iron Sheep and Shears fireback in the fireplace in the room directly 
behind the front reception hall. this fireback has a date of either 1742 or 43. 
The last digit is not distinguishable. This fireback has been used previously to 
date the house.

The Joseph Shinn house was renovated in 1946-47. At this time these changes were 
made in addition to those noted: a bay window was added to the south side of the 
southeast upstairs bedroom, the bulkhead was moved from the front to the rear, a 
chimney and fireplace were added downstairs on the south side, a terrace was built 
at the rear, two baths and a half-bath were added upstairs, and heat, water, and 
electricity were added. Latter in 1969-70, a concrete floor was poured in the 
cellar over the original brick floor.
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The Shinn house is a fine example of southern New Jersey 18th century frame 
architecture. Architectually, the Shinn house contains many outstanding features 
which date to the eighteenth century. These include the Georgian entry, the front 
reception hall, the Sheep and Shears fireback, the original brick vaulting for the 
downstairs hearths, the corner chimney, an enclosed stairway out of the front 
reception room, and the upstairs bedroom directly above the front reception hall. 
It was originally built as a one room wide by two rooms deep 2 1/2 story town 
house. This is based on local traditions, the placement of the fireplaces and an 
examination of the house itself. The southern portion of the house is supposed to 
be constructed from a moved 17th century Indian trading post and was added sometime 
after the original town house was built. The northern portion was added on either 
at the end of the 18th century but prior to 1820. Throughout the house there are 
many original windows, doors and wide-board pumpkin pine floors.

The house is believed to be built by Samuel Shivers in 1742. His daughter Ann 
Sylenia Shivers married Joseph Shinn and were deeded the house in 1758. For the 
next century, the Shinn family and house played a prominent role in Woodstown and 
in New Jersey.

Joseph Shinn was a member of the state Constitutional Convention from Salem County. 
This Constitutional Convention wrote the 1776 State Constitution. His son, Isiah 
Shinn, was the next owner of the house. Isiah was a General in the New Jersey 
state militia and a member of the council (now the state Senate) in 1805-6 and from 
1809-13. Joseph Shinn had another son, Joseph Jr., who was an assemblyman in 
1798-99. Joseph Jr. died in 1802.

In the next generation, the Shinn house was owned by Isiah's son William Shinn. He 
was the first state senator from Salem County under the State Constitution of 1844 
and was the first President of the First National Bank of Woodstown. The First 
National Bank of Woodstown was chartered on February 16, 1864. It is the first 
national bank to be chartered in Salem County and is still in existance as the 
Woodstown branch of the First People's National Bank.

William Shinn did not live in the Shinn House from 1820 to the 1850's. During 
this time the house was still owned by him but was occupied by several different 
tenants. These tenants used the house as a general store, a millinery store, and 
as a boarding house.

Everett Shinn (1876-1953), the noted American artist of the Ashcan Group, was born 
in Woodstown and lived there until 1888. He was the great-great-grandson of 
General Isiah Shinn. While Everett did not live in the Shinn house, he used the 
house as the model for the Goldwyn Pictures interior sets in the movie POLLY GOES 
TO THE CIRCUS in 1917. Edith de Shazo, Everett's biographer, owned the house from
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundry of the Shinn House is shown on the accompanying map entitled: 
"Survey of Premises, 68 North Main Street" 3/28/70
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth bvjffe NationaL&ark Service.
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Sickler, Joseph S.; The Old Houses of Salem County, 2nd Edition; Sunbeam 
Publishing Co.; Salem, New Jersey (1949) pp 101-104.

De Shazo, Edith; Everett Shinn, 1876-1953, A Figure in his Time; Clarkson 
N. Potter, Inc., New York, New York (1974) pp 1-22, 113, 115.

First National Bank of Woodstown; Almanac and Yearbook, 1901-1921; John 
Fenwick Colony Tercentenary Committee; Salem,New Jersey(1974)pp124-131.

Salem County Hist. Sec.; Open House in Fenwick 1 s Colony; Private, Salem, New 
Jersey (1975) entry 28.

New Jersey, State of; Scenic and Historic Tours of New Jersey, Crossroads 
of the Nation; State of New Jersey Department of Labor and Industry; Trenton, 
New Jersey (1976) pp 25-26.
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since 1938. They are familiar with all of the changes which were made in the 
renovation of 1946-47 and were used as the source of these changes in the 
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