NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior REBMD 2230
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places B" 2D J

Registration Form
STC?.AAES
N SHRvla

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Fomn 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property
historic name Fulton Street - Commercial Street HD (1999 Amendment)

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number multiple addresses (see district data sheet) not for publication
city or town Boston (North End) vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county Suffolk code 025 _ zip code 02109

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that thisl*omination
» request for detennination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Jimeets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide fflocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

jnature of certifying official/Title JudiittB. McDonough, Executive Director D"te
flassachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

fate or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property * meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

ifonal Park Service Certification

I, her™y certify that this property is: Date of Adtion
entered in the National Register

» See continuation sheet.
» detemiined eligible for the I I lay
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
 other (explain):



Fulton-Commercial Sts. HD (Amendment)
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private _ building(s)
X public-local X district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

n/a

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)
Commerce: specialty store: warehouse
Domestic: hotel: multiple dwelling

industry: manufacturing facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Greek Revival
Victorian

Renaissance Revival

Narrative Description

Suffolk. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
6 _Building
sites
. structures
_ objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

52 (Fulton-Commercial NRDIS, 1973)

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)
Commercel: specialty store: business
Domestic: multiple dwelling

Health care: sanitarium (nursing home)

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Granite

walls Brick
roof Tar and gravel
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Fulton-Commercial HD (amendment)
Name of Property
8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Suffolk. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Commerce

Industry

Period of Significance
1865-1949

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

n/a
Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder
Samuel D. Kelly, architect
O.H. Drisker. builder

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
X_previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National
Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X. State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency

) Local government
University

_ Other

Name of repository:
Boston Landmarks Commission
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7. Narrative description

This amendment (1999) to the Fulton Street-Commercid Stret Historic Digtrict (NR 1973) in
Bogton'sNorth End saks to identify broad patterns of changeto the mid-19" century buildings
documented inthe previous survey, as well as singling out previoudy unidentified Sructures
dating from 1833-1949 for recognition. While the district achieved its present dtreet plan and its
rows of brick and granite Gresk Reviva four-story buildings by the middle of the 19 century,
the pressure of waves of immigration into the North End at the end of the century resulted in
architectura changes to the brick row buildings and the addition of new industria buildings.
Theereflect two distinct patternsin the historical context of the district; the
industria/commercia focus of much of its architecture and the increasingly ethnic Italian nature
of the district's resdents. Inidentifying additional buildings of significance to the district, one
change hes been made to the boundaries of the digtrict, and its period of significance hes bean
extended to 1949.

The 19™ century dreet plan of the Fulton Strest-Commercid  Street district was grestly affected
by the creation of Atlantic Avenue in 1868, which detached the district from its historic location
by the water's edge, the demalition of brick row buildings to makeway for the vehicular
Cdlahan Tunnd inthe 1950s and by similar demoalition for the depresson of the Centrd Artery
(1-93) inthe 1980sand 1990s Open goeceswere cregted a the former 97-113 Richmond Street
and a 201 North Stregt by the Tunnd project. Mercantile Street was subsumed into present-day
Atlantic Avenue, and Ferry Street has disgppeared in the current construction project intended to
rdocatethe Centrd Artery beow ground. The Boston Redevdopment Authority hes also played
abigrole in changes to the district Snce itsoriginal 1973 nomination. Fulton Flace is dso now
gone, taken up with the 1983 North End Community Nursing Home, and the 1976 Ausonia
building a 190 Commercia Street, which replaced brick row buildings, now provides the district
with housing for the elderly.

Demoalition of earlier brick buildings hes dso medeway for severd vacant lots now used for
parking. Thesemay be found a the former 56-68 Fulton Street, 181-185 Fulton Street and 206
Commercid Strest (map #7, 21, 59). A power plant, possibly atemporary servicefor the
depression of the Centra Artery, hes been erected on the sSte of the former 36-52 Fulton Street
(map #6).

Changesto the built environment of the district after 1864 tended towards additions to existing
buildings rather than demoalition and new construction. Many of the mid-19" century four-story
brick rows, with their granite pogtsand lintels delineating shop fronts & dreet level and either
housing or businesses on the upper floors, recaived fifth and sixth stories between 1885-1929
(examplesincdude mep #s 1,2,31,32,34,47,51,53, and 55). The extrafloorswere often designed
to blend inwith the earlier brick and granite pier and goandrd construction. Some of these

(continued)
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uggedted their later date inthe use of pand brick corbelling & the comice line (map #47) while
others meke use of pressed/cast metd comices (map #32). Newly ingtaled devators, which
became commonplace in the lagt two decadesof the 19" century, often service these additional
floors.

Demoalition of older buildings madeway for new condruction between 1856-949. Three of these,
the 1856 Mercantile Wharf Building (map #50), the 1857 Commercid Block (map #49), and the
1864 McLauthlin Building (mep #30) have bean documented in the earlier nomination. Between
1864 and 1912 only six entirely new buildings were added to the digtrict. They wereall designed
to be commercid buildings. No other new buildings were added to the district until 1950.

The earliest of theseisthe Daniel Goodnow Building (1883) a 96 Fulton Street and 81-95
Richmond Street (before 1885) with its adjacent addition & 100 Fulton Street (map 22-24).
Pogtdating both the Bogton Granite Style 0 ably demondrated by the Mercantile Building and
the Renaissance Revival cagt-iron flourishes of the McLauthlin Building, the Goodnow Building
returnsto an earlier thameinits uxe of brick and gone. S on the northwest comer of Richmond
and Fulton Streets, the heavy brick mass of the buildingis lightened by the soneand dentilated
brick string courses connecting the sills and heeds of the windows on eech floor. Segmentd brick
arches crown each window, bresking the horizontality suggested by the string courses. An
omamented corbelled brick comice with recessed aossesbelow it cgps the building, reinforcing
the san=e of movement in the play of light and shadow on its otherwise heavy brick massing.
Further interest is given to the building by its clipped comer, into which was st the main entry at
the street level, with windows above it on eech of the other four floors. While this doorway is no
longer functional, Sncethe Goodnow Building hes become part of the Fulton Court
condominium, its placeis still suggested by a fixed pand window.

Flanking the 18383 Goodnow Building on eech sideis 100 Fulton Street and 81-95 Richmond
Street. The latter building was in place by 1835 and may have been part of the 1883 building
project & 96 Fulton Street. It differs from the Goodnow building only in its firstfloorwindow
and door trestments and inthe number of windows on its upper floors. At dreet level, cagt-iron
columns frame six-pand shop windows and severd door openings. On the upper floors 13
windows throw light into goaceoriginally designed for flimiture production, in contrast to the five
windows piercing the dmogt equally long Sde of the Goodnow Building itself Whilethis
building was formerly excluded from the 1973 district boundaries, its age, near identical design
and incorporation into the Goodnow Building by 1885 justify itsinclusion as acontributing
building.

100 Fulton Street butts up againg the 1883 Goodnow Building a little less successfully, even
though an effort hes been made to match the string course, window, and comice decoraion of the
earlier building. 100 Fulton isa sx-story brick and sone building, of the same height as the five-
gtory Goodnow Building, which attained its present height between 1885-1909, according to
Sanbom mgps of the period. All three buildings have bean included inthe Fulton Court

(continued)
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condominium complex, which adso includes anewly congructed parking garage, with goartments
above a 102 Fulton Street (mep #22-24).

134 Fulton Street (1909-1917, mgp #33), the Providence Packing Co., isa six-story brick and
granite building whose devator tower and crendlated cornice proclaimitsearly 20' century
origins. The devator tower presantsitself as adigtinctly sgparate design dement, its utilitarian
nature expresed in asSmple meta roller door a dreet leve with asingle granite-silled double-
hung window lighting eech floor. Its cornice isdso distinctly different from the crendlated metal
comice of the main building, ending abruptly in anarrow stone cap. Each floor of themain
building, by contragt, isddineated by a band of recessed pands mede from pressed metd,
possibly copper. The regularity this imposes on the building's faBade tendsto disguise the
digtinct differences among itswindows. At the second floor alarge centra fixed-panel window is
flanked by narrower 1/1 double-hung windows, while the windowsof the third floor are boarded
over. Thefourth and fifthfl oorshave identica satsof four 2/2 double-hung windows, while the
sixth hes larger windows; four 2/2 double-hung windows topped by a narrow fixed pane. The
crendlation of the comice, which projects abovethe roof, lends this building awhimsical
distinction.

145 Fulton Street (1911, map #19) built es a sore and warehouss, isof ded frame congtruction
with abrick and gavanized iron exterior. While clearly intended to blend with its Greek Reviva
next door neighbors in its use of granite pogtsand lintel a sreet level, its sSingle door opening and
use offloor-to-ceilingwindow pandsdistinguishes itfrom them. Originaly four ories crowned
with an daborate iron dentilated comice, an unsympatheticaly styled wood and masonry fifth
story was added in 1979. Separated by bands of four recessad gavanized iron pands, the sscond,
third and fourthfl oorseaech boagt a st of four 1/1 double-hung windows.

210-218 Commercia Street (1912, mgp #60) isreminiscent of New York City'sFlatiron
Building (1901-1903) in itsdomination of the northwest comer of Commercid and Lewis Stredts.
While itsheight (only six gtories, plus basement) does not gpproach that of a tme skyscreper, the
building indudes stylisticand structural dements common to the commercia building form that
became known as the Chicago Commercid style. A sted-framed brick building set on agranite
block foundation and sarviced by an devator, 210-218 Commercid gpproaches the academic
ided of a "trangparent skin over the structural skeleton” for skyscrgpers deveoped in Chicagoin
the 1890s by such Bogton-bred architects as Danid Bumham (1846-1912) and Louis Sullivan
(1856-1924). Of tripartite design, with the bass, shaft and capita structure common to
skyscrapers, verticality is given to the heavy brick messof 210-218 Commercia by the use of
vertical brick piers. These project beyond the plane of its wallsfrom arusticated brick besewith
tripartite shop windows, keystone detailing, and brownstone string-course, to segmentaly arched
windowsjust below the projecting brick roof cornice. Emphess is given to these arches by the
keystone placed a the center of each window on the sixth floor, which extends into the comice,
thus typing the shaft of the building into itscapital. The five metal-framed window bayson esch

(continued)
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sde of the building on each floor o reflect academic ideds intheir use of asingle broad glass
pand flanked by narrower windows on eech sde. Meta pands beow each window form
recessad gpandrds between the vertical brick piers. The curves expressed in the segmentd
window archesof the first and sixth floorsare repeated in the curving wall of the clipped comer
of 210-218 Commercid Street Anentry to the building is located on thiswall, as isasingle
window on each of thefloorsabove. Each opening on thiswall is rectangular in shepe ad
embellished by a brick splayed lintel and a modest browngtone keystone.

(end)

8. Statement of Significance

The purposeof this amendment isto extend the period of significance for the Fulton Street-
Commercid Street Historic District to 1949. Whilemog of the district's significant buildings
dateto the middle of the 19" century, only afew completey new buildings were crested between
1864 and 1912. Thereefter, no new buildings were added to the district until 1950. Thetotal
number of contributing resourcesto this district is 58, with another five non-contributing
buildings. The sx buildings added to the district by this extension of the period of significance
exemplify an important shift within the district avay from smal shops, craftsmen and factories,
and towards larger scdleindustrial and commercid uses By expanding the period of
sgnificance to 1949, this addendum a0 addressesacritically important dement of the district's
historical context: the massvewaves of immigration into the North End during the late 19* ad
early 20™ centuries. The newly-added district resources satisfy criteria A and C on the local level,
exhibiting integrity of location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, feeingand association.

Originating on landfill as the result of the devdlopment of the Quincy Markets, the Commercia
Street digtrict with its Commercid Wharf was planned as a commercid and industrial district
from itsinception. The "sallmakers, ship chandlers, flag makers, agentsfor cotton duck and
cordage, copper deders, liverymen” and other small businesses serving the waterfront before
mid-century were housed in brick rows aong with boarding houses and tenementsfor sallors and
immigrants beginning in 1832. The waterfront location aitracted trandent fishermen and sailors,
and alowed essy ancessfor immigrants into the district. According to historian Walter M.
Whitehill, Ann Street near Lewis Street was 0 notorious as "a rough waterfront region of
disorderly housesand brawls," that it was renamed North Sireet in 1854. While there were
pockets of residences and afew samal hotels, no churches, school or public buildings graced the
district. Most of the brick row buildings were ussd for commercia purposes throughout the 19"
and 20" centuries. It isthis concentration on industrial and mercantile activities which hes given
the district its socid and architectural identity.

(continued)
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However, the brick row buildings of the 1830sand 40s could not long servicethe nead for
commercid and housing goace created by the growth of the city and immigration. The flood of
Irish immigration following the 1848 potato famine boogted the population of the North End to
23,000 by 1850. The Irish condtituted the largest percentage of foreign-bom population in the
digtrict until the 1880swhen immigration from Italy and Eastern Europe began to flood the
district. While the Irish tended to be unskilled laborers, working on the docks as freight handlers
or teeamders, many of the new immigrants brought skillswith them. Italian immigrants were
goneworkers, greengrocers, confectioners, tailors and beker, among other trades. Jewish families
provided the areawith clothiers, jeweers and shopkegpers. According to sociologist Robert
Woods, in the first decede of the 20" century the few resdentsof the Fulton Street-Commercid
Street district were Irish and Italian. Skilled workers were employed in the shopsand factories of
Fulton Stredt, including the McLauthlin Elevator Co. (120 Fulton Street), and on lower
Commercid Street. The district's unskilled laborers worked on Lewis Street and upper
Commercid Strest (126-208) in budnesses such as cigar making (126 Commercid), hay and
grain milling (154 Commercid), and inawholesdle grocery (198 Commercia). Fumiture
production was an important industry in the district with factories making "spring beds' (68
Fulton), rattan (60 Fulton), mattresses (134 Fulton) and generd fumiture (100-104 and 157-161
Fulton).

By the 1880s the brick row buildings had become intheir tum dilapidated and filthy and
crammed with new immigrants and expanded busnesses However, changes to the
predominantly brick and granite post/lintel four-story row house architecture of the Fulton Street-
Commercid Street digtrict Sncethe mid-19" century have been subtle rather than dragtic. That
quch changeswere mog often additions to existing buildings rather than wholesde replacement
of old buildings, reflect the poverty of the aredls resdents as well as the industrial and
commercial character of the district.

Sanbom fire insurance magpsof 1867, 1837 and 1909 demondratethe shiftin use and ownership
of buildings within the historic district during this period. In 1867 the mix of residentia and
commerciad usssin the digtrict are demondrated by the amdl-scae fumiture, cooperage,
machinist and leather busnessesdotted along Fulton and Commercid Streets. Two hotels
occupied the comer of Fulton and Lewis Streets, the Eagle Hotd and the Marine Hotel. The
building housing the Marine Hotel (pre-1855, map #63) <till exigsa 3-3A Lewis Street. Two
and three-gtory buildings line North Street within the district and gpparently served as housing.

By 1887 single businesses hed acquired multiple buildings in the district and the upperfl oorsof
these were filled with fumiturefinishers, wholesde grocers, rag and cotton sorage and
warehousing. It isabout thistimethat additiona stories began to be added to the old brick and
granite row buildings, dong with freight devators. Residentid use gopeers to have been confined
to the district boundary aong North and Lewis Strests and dong Richmond Street. While reform
movements a the end of the 19" century began to cause demolition of many North End buildings

(continued)
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to create wider roads and more sanitary gpatments, the buildings of the Fulton Street-
Commercid Strest district were largely unaffected because the areawas 0 heavily commercia
and indiigtrial. Only two new buildings, the Danid Goodnow Building (1883, mgp #22) and its
adjacent partner, 81-95 Richmond Stregt (1883, mgp #23) were added to the district in the period
1864-1887, and these were both industrial and commercid innature. Not until 1911-1912 were
other new buildings created in the district, and these were dso indudtria/commercid in nature.

Asthe 1929 Sanbom map demondrates, the district continued to include first floor shops,
warehouse goece and factories among its uses, dthough less manufacturing was done there than
a the tum of the century, and afew buildings were vacant. The now demolished buildings on
Ferry Stret, Fulton Place, and lower Fulton Streat housed food producers, including asmoked
megt products factory a 44-52 Fulton Stret. Poultry daughterers were located in severd goots
39 Fery Stret, 9-12 Fulton Flace and 60-70 Fulton Street. Candy factories were mixed in with
tomato packers, wholesde grocers and shest metd producers dong Commercid and Fulton
Streets, and fumiture makers continued their work on upper Fulton Street. The Depression
resulted in economic stagnation for Boston, and its effects were fully felt in the North End. Until
urban renewd projects of the 1970s began to provide an economic stimulus to the areg, the
district continued to house factories and warehouses

In the expangion of the period of significancefor the Fulton Street-Commercid Street Historic
Digtrict to 1949, six buildings may now be condgdered to contribute to the district. Three were
congructed in the same style, with the same materids, and a about the same time. They have
long been visudly and physically joined: 96 Fulton Street, 81-95 Richmond Street and 100
Fulton Street. Danid Goodnow acquired many parcds of land dong Commercial, Fulton and
Richmond Strestsin the 1870s including severd in the Mercantile Wharf Building. Sometime
before 1874 he bought the three and four-story buildings that lined the northwest comer of
Richmond and Fulton Strestsfrom 81-95 Richmond and 96-100 Fulton, as well asthe horse
boarding gable behind them.

Once home to severd smdll businesses including two blacksmiths, a cooper and a carpentry shop,
Goodnow planned anew five story building for the comer lot (96 Fulton) and the adjoining block
adong Richmond Stregt (81-95). Bogton architect Samud D. Kelly was hired to draw plans for
the new building, which was erected by John Kelly in 1883. Leading Manufacturers of Boston
wrote in 1885 about the "prominent young architect in the city of Boston, whose work reflected
notable credit...Mr. Samud D. Kelly." Kelly worked extensvely in Boston's Back Bay and
South End neighborhoods; his notable buildings including the Hoffman House Hotd on
Columbus Avenue, the Savay Hotel, Tremont Theeter, and the Perkins Schoal for the Blind a
Day and Perkins Streets. He dso designed the Bamstable County buildings on Cepe Cod and hed
budsnessin other parts of the country. Despite the use of the Goodnow Buildings for fumiture
finishing and retail goace, Kelly's desgn transcended the merdy utilitarian. While itsmaterias
ae smplebrick and sone which echo those of the earlier goare Greek Revival rows surrounding

(continued)
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it the Goodnow Building's five stories are embdlished and lightened with segmentaly arched
windows, gone string courses, and an intricate pattem of corbelling and recessad crosses a
comice level. Between 81-95 Richmond Street cadt iron columns frame large glasswindows a
dredt level, further lightening the massof the building.

Sometime between 1885-1909 the four-story brick row building a 100 Fulton Street, which hed
been physically linked to the Goodnow Building with sets of doors, attained afull six gories.
While the building retains its Gresk Reviva granite pogt and lintel shop front form a the street
level, its upper floorswere enhanced with segmentd brick arches framing each window, sone
string coursesand acorbelled brick comice that meats and matchesthe Goodnow Building. 100
Fulton was legally subsumed into the Goodnow buildingsin 1937, dthough it had been
physically linked to them since a least 1885. Also between 1885-1909, the three-story  Structures
a 99-103 Richmond Street were replaced with afive-storybuilding that metched the rest of the
complex and was connected to it. By the time the combined Goodnow Buildings dominated the
corner of Fulton and Richmond Streets, occupying half its Richmond Street block and more than
one-third of Fulton Street (from present day #96-104), and all the goace behind these buildings up
to Langdon Flace. Occupied by the Standard Grocery Company, an eevator sarved the
Richmond Street portions of the Goodnow buildingsby 1915. Hresin 1918 and 1922 causxd
damage to the combined buildings, resulting in 1922 to repairs a both the interior and exterior a
acog of $20,000. An additional freight elevator was ingaled in 1922. The Goodnow families
retained ownership of the buildingsuntil the late 1920s

Aswas typicd of the district, the Goodnow Building sarved many usesinitsday. Inaddition to
housing a fumiture making business, it was home to JamesMartin & Son, flag and awning
manufacturers (dates unknown). It hes dso sarved as a Sorage goace, and in 1924 &5 a carriage
repository. The boarding stable behind the building was demolished by 1929, by which timethe
Foece was ussd as a parking lot. In 1959 the 99-103 Richmond Street portion of the Goodnow
Building was taken down during the constmction of the Calahan Tunnd. Until 1986 it continued
to be usd for light manufacturing, housing Hardware Products, Inc. In that year thethree
buildings became part of the Fulton Court condominium complex. The Good now Buildings
continue to make significant contributionsto the district in the richly textured Late Victorian
corbelled brickwork and as an important manufacturing Ste in the district.

134 Fulton Street, the Providence Packing Co. (1909-1912, map #33), replaced a four-story
brick and granite row building which had houssd amattressfactory in 1909. By 1912 the
exiging six gory building was on he site. A freight devator was certainly in place by 1915,
according to documents in the building ingpector's office. By 1917, Miner's Fruit Nectar Co.,
makers of "fine SodaWater and ice aream flavorsand Specidties’ occupied the soace, which
wes dtered to accommodate "light manufacturing” in 1918, By 1929, 134 Fultonwas used asa
"loft" and a8 "store and lofts" in 1937. Like itsneighbors in the Fulton Street-Commercid Street
district, 134 Fulton sarved modest utilitarian purposesin light manufacturing and wearehouse

(continued)
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goace. Neverthdess, an atempt was mede in its desdgn to expressits early 20" century origins.
The crendlations a the comice are an especidly delightful and whimsical touch and establish the
building's place as an important contributor to the architectura fabric of thedistrict.

145 Fulton Street (map #19) is an even more modestly styled early 20* century commercia
building. Erected in 1911 on the Ste of an earlier 1 14 gory building, which a one time sarved as
a galvanizing workshop, 145 Fulton was built as a gore and warehouse by contractor O.H.
Drisker. He is probably the same person recorded in Boston records varioudy as A.H. Drisko,
and O.H. Driskoand Son. Builderswith these names were responsible for designing and building
three and four-story buildings in Roxbury inthe 1880sand gpartmentsin the Back Bay inthe
early 1890s 145 Fulton maintained its character as acommercid building until 1973, when a
building permit was issued to makethe sorelwarehouse into four gpartments - a fifth story was
added in 1979. While anumber of buildings in the district adopted dementsof the commercia
syle a5 they expanded to fifth and sixth stories (for example, 122 Fulton Street, map #31), only
three were completdly new. 145 Fulton is important as arare example of early 20™ century
commercid architecture in thedistrict.

210-218 Commercial Street (map #60) was the third commercia-industria building constructed
in the digtrict a the end of the first decade of the 20™ century. It isby far the mog fully

devedoped example of the commercid style of thethree, and represents a mgjor addition to the
digtrict in both style and sze. Built on filled-in land resulting from the construction of Atlantic
Avenue in 1868, the 1912 building replaced an earlier commercid four-story building on the site.
Judt prior to itsdemoalition, in 1909 210 Commercid Street housad a ship's chandlery, appropriate
to its proximity to Lewis Wharf.

In acommon pettem to the district, the new 210-218 Commercid Street building housed ashop
on itsfirst floor with warehouse soece above. By 1917 even the first floor was being used for
dorage for the Prince Macaroni Co., whileits upper fivefloorsheld wool. In 1922 aFire
Commissioner's report noted there was insufficient meansof egressfor the 200 men and women
employed in aclothing factory on the top threefl oorsof the building. Steamship supplies and a
wholesde grocer occupied the rest of the building. By 1929 the building was gpparently
completely given over to Sorage, s it wes labded as a"loft" on the Sanbom map of thet year.
Shoe Fectaries, tomato packing and machine sorage used the building in the 1940s The building
continued its mixed commercial-industrial use until the 1970swhen it was converted to office
Foace, a ue continued to the present.

Although itsarchitect is unknown, the well-articulated commercid style of 210-218 Commercid
suggestsadesigner fully a home with the academic ided's of commercia architecture a the
beginning of the 20th century. The cost of such decorative details as string courses, and the
ssgmentdly arched windowswith their keystonesis similarly suggestive of the continuing

(continued)
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economic importance of the Fulton Street-Commercia Street district an importance rooted in its
proximity to the waterfront. 210-218 Commercia mekesa notable contribution to the district for
both itsrarity as an early 20" century building inthe predominantly 19* century streetscape, and
for its use of the academic architecturd ideds 0 expressive of itstime.

9-11 Lewis Street (1950, N/C, mgp #64), while it falls outsde the period of significanceby one
year, should be mentioned as it makesa significant contribution to the digtrict as its sole mid-20*
century structure, and especidly as the home of one of the North End's important socid
organizations, the Maria del Soccorso Fisherman's Society. The Society sponsorsone of the
North End" mogt important "feasts" and isasignificant representative of Italian cultureimported
to the North End with itswaves of Italian immigrantsin the 1880s 9-11 Lewis Street, while
unadomed, should be seaan as an exemplar of mid-20* century American Architecture, unique in
the district and rare in the North End. The building thus contributes significantly to the fabric of
the historic district in both its mid-century Modern congtruction and inits strong linksto the
cultural history of the North End.

There was no new congtruction in the Fulton Street- Commercid Street Historic District between
1951 and 1976. The condruction of Boston's Centrd Artery (1-93) in the 1950s effectively
svared the North End from the rest of Boston, forming the western edge of this district. The
exigting buildings continued to function as shops and warehouses for the mog part, although
significant demolition occurred dong North and Richmond Streetsfor the congtruction of the
Cdlahan vehicular tunnel to Eagt Boston. This project further severed the district from the rest of
the North End, and crested some of its boundaries. The 1956 urban renewd project that was
designed to redevdop Bogton's waterfront from Northem Avenue to Commercia Street beganto
come to fruition in the 1970s and together with the acquisition of dmogt al the district's
buildings by the Boston Redevdopment Authority, began to have asignificant impact. Use
pattems in the district began to change as the brick rows were adgpted for residentid living. The
creation of the North End Community Nursing Home a 70 Fulton Street and the Ausonja
Building to house ederly resdentsa 190 Commercid Street in 1983 and 1976 respectively,
replaced 19* century industrial buildingswith modem brick structures sympethetic in style. With
the renovation of 96 Fulton Streat and its adjuncts into condominiums in 1986, and with the
addition of anew parking ssmcture a 104 Fulton Street in 1987 on alot mede vacant by
demolition for the Calahan Tunnel in 1959, the existing built environment was completed.

While it isno longer primarily industrial and commercid in cheracter, the district digplays a fine
variety of commercid architecture from 1832—1949 and isavauable historic resource of the
city of Boston.

(end)
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1 19 330980 4692000 3. 19 330935 4691780
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 331020 4691920 4. 19 330940 4691750
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

X See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
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Additional Documentation
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Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs ofthe property.
Additional items (Checl< with the SHPO or FRO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item atthe request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name multiple owners
street & number . telephone.
city or town state . Zip code_

Paperworl( Reduction Act Statement: This Infomnation is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
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10. Geographical Data
UTM References (continued)
5 19 330880 4691680
6 19 330890 4691950
7. 19 330790 4691780

Verba Boundary Description

The boundaries of the Fulton Street-Commercid Strest Historic District in Ward 3 of the North
End of Boston, Massachusits are shown on the accompanying sketch map.

Boundary Justification

The boundariesremain the same as in the origina (1971) nomination with one exception, having
been extended to include the portion of the Goodnow Building complex a 81-95 Richmond
Street. With this amendment to the District, the Goodnow buildings now make significant
contributions; therefore the boundaries must be expanded dightly & Richmond Street.
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1. Danid Goodnow Building (1883-1885), 96 Fulton Street and 81-95 Richmond Street. Facing
N.

145 Fulton Street(1911). FacingE.

134 Fulton Sireet (1909-1912). Facing W.

210-218 Commercid Street (1912). ViewfacingN.
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FULTON STREET-COMMERCIAL STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT
1999 AMENDMENT
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DISTRICT DATA SHEET

1999 CHANGES IN BOLD

Map MHOt STREET ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME
58 190 Cominercia Strest/
151-179 Fulton Strest
59 206 Commercial Sregt
60 210-218 Commercial Street
61 8- 10 Lewis Strest
62 12 Lewis Strest/257 North Street
63 3-3A Lewis Strest Marine Hotel
64 5369 9 11 Lewis Strest Madonna Del Soccorso
Society
65 229-233 North Strest
66 225-227 North Strest

TOTAL RESOURCES: 58 CONTRIBUTING BUILDINGS

DATE STATUSSTYLE RES
1976 NC B
NC \
1912 C Chicago Coml. B
c B
1861- 1874 C 2" Empire B
1832- 1867 C Grek Revivd B
1950 NC B
by 1867/ ah. B
1867-1887
2 gtory by 1867/ B
at. 1887-1909

5NONCONTRIBUTING BUILDINGS

MAP/PARCEL

3033/3560

3033/3556
3034/3515
3034/3516
3034/3517
3033/3555
3054/3468

3054/3505

3054/3504

1999AMENDMENT CHANGES 5BUILDINGS FROM NCtoC ANDADDS 1BUILDING EXPANDSBOUNDARIESTO

ADD 1ADDITIONAL BUILDING
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DISTRICT DATA SHEET

1999 CHANGES INBOLD

Map MHC# STREET ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE STATUSSTYLE RES. MAP/PARCEL

1 47-51 Fulton Stregt 1832-1867/ Commercid 3033/3595-96
dt. 1909-1915
and 1948, 1977

2 5292 53-65 Fulton Strest 1832-1867 C Gregk Reviva B 3033/3597-98

3600

3 5292 75 Fulton Stregt 1832-1867/ C Grek Revivd B 3033/3601
at. 1909-1929

4 5292 77 Fulton Srest 1832-1867 C Gresk Revivd B 3033/3603

5 5202 99 Fulton Strest 1832-1867 C Greek Revivad B 3033/6936
dt. 1909-1912

6 5201 36-52 Fulton Strest NC VL 3055/3466

7 56-68 Fulton Strest NC VL 3055/3466

8 70 Fulton Stregt/ North End Community 1983 NC B 3055/3465

78 Richmond Street Nursing Home

9 5296 106 Fulton Stregt 1832-1867/ C Grek Reviva B 3033/3577
at. 1887-1909

10 5298 109 Fulton Strest 1832-1867/ C Gregk Revivd B 3033/3578
at. 1887-1909

n 5300 113 Fulton Street 1832-1867/ C Gregk Reviva B 3033/3579
at. 1887-1909

12 5302 117 Fulton Srest 1832-1867/ C Greek Revivd B 3033/3580
at. 1887-1909

13 5303 121 Fulton Stret 1832-1867/ C Grek Revival B 3033/3581
at. 1887-1909

14 5305 125 Fulton Street 1832-1867/ C Gregk Reviva B 3033/3582
at. 1887-1909

15 5307 129 Fulton Street 1832-1867/ C Gregk Revivd B 3033/3583
at. 1887-1909

16 5309 133 Fulton Srest 1832-1867/ C Gresk Revival B 3033/3584
at. 1887-1909
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BOSTON (SUFFOLK CO.), MASSACHUSETTS
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

199 CHANGESIN BOLD

Map MHC# STREET ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE STATUSSTYLE RES MAP/PARCEL
17 5312 139 Fulton Stret 1832-1867/ C Grek Revivd B 3033/3585
at. 1887-1909
18 5314 143 Fulton Strest 1832-1867 C Grek Revivd B 3033/3586
19 5315 145 Fulton Street 1911 C Commercid B 3033/3587
20 5317 149 Fulton Strest 1832-1867 C Gresk Revivd B 3033/3588
at. after 1909
21 181-185 Fulton Strest NC VL 3033/3554
2 5293 96 Fulton Street/ Goodnow Building 1883 C Classic. Reviva B 3054/3478
23 5440 81-95 Richmond Street Goodnow Building 1883 C Classic. Revival B 3054/3478
24 5294 100 Fulton Street Goodnow Building 1832- 1867/ C Classic. Revival B 3054/3478
at. 1885-1909
25 102-104 Fulton Street 1987 NC B 3054/3478
26 106 Fulton Strest c. 1832-1867/ C Greek Revivd B 3054/3478
at. 1909-1917
27 5295 108 Fulton Strest 1832- 1867 C Grek Revivd B 3054/3477
28 112 Fulton Strest 1832- 1867 C Grek Revivadl B 3054/3476
29 118 Fulton Strest 1832-1867 C Grek Revivd B 3054/3475
|ater dterations
30 5318 120 Fulton Street McLauthlin Building c. 1864 C Rendiss. Reviv. B 3054/3474
31 122 Fulton Strest 1832-1867/ C Gresk Revivd B 3054/3471
5" gtory 1887-1909, and later dterations
32 132 Fulton Street/ 1832- 1867 C Grek Revivd B 3054/3471
235-237 North Street 5 story 1887-1909, andater dterations
33 134 Fulton Street/ Providence Packing Co. 1909-1912 C Commercial B 3054/3470
239-241 North Street
34 138 Fulton Stret/ 1833- 1867 C Grek Revivd B 3054/3469
243-245 North Strest 5" dory 1887-1909, later dterations
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1999 CHANGES IN BOLD

Map MHC# STREET ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE STATUSSTYLE RES MAPPARCEL
35 5205 70-72 Commercid Strest 1832-1867 C Gresk Revivd B 3033/3623
36 5206  74-76 Commercid Stret 1832-1867 C Grek Revival B 3033/3622
37 5207  78-80 Commercid Stregt 1832-1867 C Gresk Revivd B 3033/3621
38 5208 82-84 Commercid Stregt 1832-1867 C Gresk Revivd B 3033/3620
39 5209 86-88 Commercid Street 1832-1867 C Gresk Revivd B 3033/3619
40 5210 90-92 Commercid Strest 1832-1867 Cc Grek Revival B 3033/3618
41 5211 94-96 Commercid Stret 1832-1867 C Gresk Revivd B 3033/3617
42 5212  98-100 Commercid Strest 1832-1867 C Grek Revival B 3033/3616
43 5213  102-104 Commercid Strest 1832 C Grek Revivd B 3033/3615
44 5214  106-108 Commercid Strest 1832 C Grek Revival B 3033/3614
45 5215 110112 Commerciad Stret 1832 C Grek Revival B 3033/3613
46 5217  114-116 Commercid Strest 1832 C Gresk Revivd B 3033/3610
47 5218  118-120 Commercid Stret 1832 C Grek Revival B 3033/3610
48 5219  122-124 Commercid Stret 1832 C Grek Revivd B 3033/3610
49 126-144 Commercid Stret Commercid Block 1857 C Renass Rev. B 3033/3575
50 5216  71-117 Commercid Stret Mercantile Wharf Bldg. 1856 C Renaiss Rev. B 3032/3636
51 5221  146-148 Commerciad Stregt 1832-1867/ C Gresk Revivd B 3033/3571
5" story added after 1909
52 5222  150-152 Commercid Stregt 1832-1867 Grek Revivd B 3033/3570
53 5223  154-156 Commercia Street 1832-1867/ Grek Revival B 3033/3569
S gtory added after 1909
54 5224  158-160 Commercid Stret 1832-1867 Grek Revivadl B 3033/3568
55 5225  162-164 Commerciad Stregt 1832-1867 Gresk Revivd B 3033/3567
5" gtory added after 1909
56 5226  166-168 Commercid Strest 1832-1867 Grek Revivd B 3033/3566
57 170-172 Commercia Strest 1832-1867 Grek Revivd B 3033/3565
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretar>' of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

January 20,2000

Ms. Carol Shull

Nationa Regiger of Historic Places
Department of theInterior

Nationa Pak Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Deaxr Ms. Shull:
Endosad please find the following nomination form:

Fulton-Commercid Strest HD Amendment, Boston (Suffolk), Mass.

The nomination amendment  hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been
sgned by the State Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified
Local Government community of Boston were notified of pending State Review Board
consderation 60 to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to commernt.

We request an expedited review of this nomination.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

encdosure

cC. John Bowman, Chair, Boston Landmarks Commission
Qusen Nelson, Presarvation Consultant
Hon. Thomas Menino, Mayor, City of Boston
Jennifer Goold, Boston CLG Coordinator
Marcia Mulford Cini

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 -TDD: 1-800-392-6090
tvtuiv.state. ma. iig/sec/mhc



