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orth Adams and Adams were one tovm, North and South 
i l l a g e , u n t i l they o f f i c i a l l y separated i n I878. North Adams 

c i t y i n 1895' The dates v̂ e have for buildings i n the 
d i s t r i c t come from the fev/ rather sketchy h i s t o r i e s 

became a 
h i s t o r i c 
of North Adams City records v/ere 
ing permits only go back as fa r as 
1.872, c i t y and county atlases back 
mortgages, though older, contained 
building dates. Vfe did determine 

of l i t t l e or no use. Build-
1905, assessors records to 
to 1876. The deeds and 
no h e l p f u l information on 

from the atlases that, v/ith 
the possible exception of one, a l l the structures on the east 
and v;est side of Eagle Street v/ere b u i l t before I876. 

The f i r s t h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t of North Adams centers on and 
around Monument Square at the east end of Main Street. 1 The 
buildings included are the present F i r s t Baptist Church on the 
north side of the square, the F i r s t Congregational Church 
opposite i t , the Unitarian Universalist Church d i r e c t l y behind 
(south o f ) the Congregational Church on Summer Street, and the 
North Adams Public Library (formerly the Blackinton Mansion) 
on the east side of the square.' The d i s t r i c t then extends 
northward to include structures on the east and v;est sides of 
Eagle Street from Center Street south to Main and the o r i g i n a l 
Baptist Church (the Old Meeting House) behind the present 
Baptist Church on the west side of North Church Street. 

Monument Square i s located at the junction of Main Street, 
North Church Street, East Main Street and Church Street at 
the east end of Main Street. The intersection became Monument 
Square a f t e r the C i v i l Vfar when the Ladies* Soldiers' Aid 
Society erected a soldiers' monument there i n the eighteen 
seventies. Today the square i s bounded to the north by the 
F i r s t Baptist Church, on the northeast by the Methodist Church, 
on the east by the North Adams Public Library (Blackinton Man­
sion) and by the F i r s t Congregational Church on the south side. 
The dovmtown business d i s t r i c t on Main Street l i e s to the west 
of the square and s l i g h t l y belov; i t . 

The F i r s t Baptist Church on Monument Square i s located at 
the base of the elongated t r i a n g l e formed 
North Church Street and Main Street- The 
Church, b u i l t i n 1879, is the l a s t of a number of churches to 
occupy that s i t e . A meeting house, constructed i n 1.782, -was 
was moved to the s i t e from nearby i n 1795' There i t stood 
u n t i l 1829 v/hen i t was moved to i t s present s i t e on North 
Church Street to make room fo r a small brick Baptist Church. 
I n J , 8 ^ , having outgrovm t h i s structure, the Baptists razed 
t h i s second building and b u i l t a larger brick church i n i t s 
place. A new fr o n t was put on the church i n 1871 that included 
the present tower and spire. On May 5t 1879 a f i r e destroyed 
a l l but the north facade and towers of the church. The Baptistjs 
immediately r e b u i l t the church and added a chapel. Years l a t e r 
a small tower on the southv/est corner of the chapel v;as 
removed, but that appears to be the only difference between the 
standard Gothic church of the 1870's and the F i r s t Baptist 

Square i s located 
by Eagle Street, 
present Baptist 
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Turning the corner i n fr o n t of the Baptist Church and 
dovm North Church Street the f i r s t b u i lding on the l e f t i s 
Old Meeting House (1782). I t s i t s betv;een the rear of the 
Baptist Church and the rear of No. 26 Eagle Street- Since i t 
v;as moved there i n 1829 i t has been used as a r e s i d e n t i a l and 
commercial structure. I t presently houses four families. I n 
recent years stucco and i m i t a t i o n half timbers have been applied 
to the o r i g i n a l clapboard siding of t h i s t h i r t y by t h i r t y - e i g h t 
foot structure. 

Facing the Baptist Church, across Monument Square, i s the 
F i r s t Congregational Church b u i l t JJ.63-64. The main body of 
t h i s Lombard Romanesque church i s rectangular, red brick and 
covered by a pitched roof- The assymetrical facade i s dominated 
by a t a l l square tov/er attached to the northeast corner of the 
church. I t is topped by an equally t a l l spire- A rose windov/ 
is set i n the v/all above the Main Street entrance. The architec 
was Charles E- Parker of Boston. 

Di r e c t l y beTiTnd—<south of) the F i r s t Congregational Church, 
on Summer Street, i s the Unitarian Universalist Church- The 
structure, completed i n 1893» i s constructed of a brovmish-yello^ 
and yellov/ish-red polychrome brick. Both Richardsonian and 
Classical i n style the lov/, pitched roof masses of the building 
are dominated by the large square tov/er near the center of the 
north facade. H. Neil Vfilson of P i t t s f i e l d was the architect. 

F i n a l l y , on the east side of Monument Square, the North 
Adams Public Library (Blackinton Mansion) stands. Begun as a 
residence i n 1869. i t was ready f o r occupancy by Sanford Blackin 
ton and his family i n 1872- A combination of the I t a l i a n a t e and 
Second Empire (Mansard) sty l e s , t h i s three storey mansion has a 
large, square f i v e storey tower attached to i t s north facade. 
The main mass of the building i s a combination of two storeys of 
brovm brick and a f u l l storey mansard roof of dark brovm v;ood. 
The roof of the house and tov/er are bracketed. The windov/s on 
the f i r s t and second f l o o r have pl a i n or segmental l i n t e l s ^ excep-f; 
for tv;o i n the northv/est and southv;est corners of the house. 
Single storey side porches of v/ood once occupied those spaces 
but, l i k e the v/rought iron fence that once surrounded the yard, 
they v/ere removed i n the tv;entieth century-

The east side of Eagle Street consists of a 
storey, nineteenth century commercial structures 
struct-ion- The Tower and Porter Building (30-34 
exception i n the group, is four storeys high and 
red brick. 

^The F l a t i r o n Building located at the corner 
North Church Streets i s shaped l i k e an elongated 
structure was actually b u i l t i n two sections- The t a l l e r , 
southerly portion v/as erected i n 18301 the lov/er, narrov/er northern 

group of three 
of frame con-
Eagle ), the 
constructed of 

of Eagle and 
tr i a n g l e * The 
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section was added i n 1852. A s l i g h t l y hipped, bracketed roof 
covers the o r i g i n a l building. The l a t e r addition i s covered by 
a f l a t , i d e n t i c a l l y bracketed roof. Five small shops on the f i r | s t 
f l o o r of the building f r o n t on Eagle Street. Because of the 
topography of the area one cannot see the rear of these shops 
from North Church Street. At i t s street l e v e l North Church Strelst 
i s ten feet (one storey) higher than Eagle Street so the rear of 
the shop area i s belov/ street l e v e l on North Church. Standing 
on t h i s side of the building one sees only the top tv/o floors of 
the three storey stucture, apartments and entrances. U n t i l the 
early 19^0's there v/as a street l e v e l entrance to the second and 
t h i r d f l o o r apartments on Eagle Street, between the barber shop 
and the Chinese laundry, i n the space nov/ occupied by Mama Gir-
genti's Pizza. The entire building i s a l i t t l e over one hundred 
feet long on both the Eagle Street and the North Church Street 
facades, nine feet v/ide at the narrov/ northern point and 46 feet 
v/ide at i t s south end -

The Tov/er and Porter Building, the next i n the group, was 
b u i l t i n 1886. Separated from the F l a t i r o n Building by a narrow 
alley-v/ay i t continues the tria n g u l a r shape of the block bounded 
by Eagle, North Church and Main Streets. I t s south end is 68 febt 
long compared to i t s 49 foot north end- The east and v;est facadps 
of t h i s four storey, brick building are about 60 feet long- The 
Tov/er and Porter Building has tv/o f i r s t f l o o r shops on the Eagle 
Street side. On North Church Street only the apartments of the 
top three fl o o r s are v i s i b l e - I t s f l a t roof i s bracketed on the 
east and v/est facades. Granite s i l l s appear belov/ v/indov/s on 
the North Church facade while both granite s i l l s and l i n t e l s are 
used on the more decorative Eagle Street facade 

A clapboard Gjreek Revival Building (v/ood), next i n sequence 
is separated from the Tower and Porter Building by another small 
a l l e y . This 22 foot by 50 foot structure is an excellent exampl^ 
of the f o l k phase of the Greek Revival style popular from 1830-
1850. Like a l l the other buildings on Eagle Street i t has shops 

on the f i r s t f l o o r , apartments above. From North Church Street 
only the apartments of the 2nd and 3rd storeys can be seen. The 
building i s set back somewhat from North Church Street, breaking 
the t r i a n gular shape created by the F l a t i r o n and Tov/er and Porte 
buildings. 

A f l a t roofed, rectangular (36'x44') clapboard building and 
a smaller (10'x30') tv/o storey building are the next i n l i n e on 
Eagle Street- In the larger building there are f i r s t f l o o r shop^ 
beiov/| the upper storeys (nov/ covered with asphalt shingles) 
contain apartments. On North Church Street the facade of the 
larger building has been covered v/ith stucco- The smaller tv/o 
storey structure next to i t does not show from North Church Street, 
but on the Eagle Street face a single shop occupies the f i r s t 
f l o o r - The second f l o o r is covered by v e r t i c a l planking. 
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Next i s the Decker Building at 22 Eagle Street- F i r s t oc­
cupied by a tin-smith i n 1832, Isaac Decker took i t over a fev/ 
years l a t e r and ran a plumbing supply house there u n t i l the firm 
of Tov/er and Porter bought him out i n 1880- Six years l a t e r Tower 
and^ Po.rter b u i l t t h e i r nev/ brick building, previously described, 
at 30-34 Eagle Street- The narrow clapboard siding of the Decker 
Building resembles that of the F l a t i r o n Building and on the sec( 
and t h i r d f l o o r s of the Eagle Street facade there are v/ooden 
pediments above the v/indov/s- Like the Greek Revival building, 
i t is covered by a pitched roof- Today an appliance company us( 
the f i r s t f l o o r of the Decker Building as i t s sales area, the 
upper tv/o fl o o r s for storage. As i n the building before i t , 
t h i s 46'x36' structure has no frontage on North Church Street. 
Eagle and North Church have diverged too far at t h i s point to 
make an extension through the block feasible. 

There are three shops on the f i r s t f l o o r of the l a s t buildijng 
on Eagle Street's east side- Second and t h i r d f l o o r apartments 
are entered through street l e v e l entrances on Eagle Street. The 
outside of t h i s frame structure i s nov/ covered v/ith asphalt shingle 
This building i s at least 125 years old according to long time 
area residents, and nineteenth century photographs indicate that 
i t had narrov/ clapboard siding and fenestration closely resembling 
that of the Decker and F l a t i r o n buildings. The same photos alsoj 
shov/ open v/ooden porches or av/nings over the f i r s t f l o o r shops 
of a l l the frame structures on Eagle Street. 

The fourteen buildings on the v/est side of Eagle Street 
average tv/o storeys i n height and can be divided into a north 
group, a middle group and a south group; each group separated 
from the next by an al l e y . There are two red brick buildings in 
the north group, opposite the Tov/er and Porter Building, tv/o i n 
the middle group and none i n the south group- Each group has 
one pitched roof building. The majority of structures are of 
frame construction v/ith f l a t roofs. 

During the nineteenth century the buildings i n the south 
group v/ere a l l clapboard- Today they are covered v/ith various 
other materials from stucco to asphalt shingle. The old Rice's 
Drugstore ( f i r s t drugstore i n the c i t y ) on the corner of Main 
and Eagle had a pitched roof o r i g i n a l l y . Presently i t has a 
f l a t roof and a stucco exterior- The next two buildings, 
5-11 Eagle Street, once had a common false f r o n t that made the 
tv/o storey buildings appear to be three storeys high- That fronjt 
has been removed and the two buildings i n question now have t o t a l l y 
unrelated, two storey facades. 

The middle group includes tv/o brick structures. The f i r s t 
i s a narrov/, three storey red brick building opposite the Decker 
Building. Bracketed stone s i l l s and semi-circular l i n t e l s appear 

on the Eagle Street facade- The f l a t roof i s also bracketed on 
thi s side. A tv/o storey, pitched roof building of yellov/ish brov/n 
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brick stands detached at the northern end of the middle group, 
across from the Greek Revival building. 

The f i r s t tv/o buildings i n the northern group are constructed 
f i r s t , a three storey, f l a t roofed structure 

siding covering i t s entire east 
is used today by a fu r n i t u r e company 
storey brick building and a two I 
v/ith a pitched roof. The l a s t build Lng 

the F l a t i r o n Building, i s a large, twp 
bracketed roof. 

of red brick. The 
(50'x50' ) has gold aluminum 
facade. The v/hole building 
Next i n l i n e i s a small tv/o 
storey, clapboard structure 
i n t h i s group, across from 
storey building v/ith a f l a t . 
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\The development of Monument Square i n North Adams is 
closely linked to the Blackinton family. Otis Blackinton, 
one of North Adams early manufacturers, v/as one of the founde](*s 
of the Baptist Church (1808), and on January/30, 1810 he was 
ordained as the f i r s t deacon of the church.-^ He served the 
church for f o r t y years u n t i l his death i n 1848. Otis' son, 
Sanford, also took an active part i n the a f f a i r s of the Baptist 
Church. He joined the church i n 1843 and by 1848 he was a 
member of the three-man building committee responsible for t h ^ 
construction of the 1848 church. I n 1871 he v/as a member of 
the building committee that remodeled the f r o n t of the church 

During t h i s year, also, Sanford Blackinton 
erected a church bu i l d i n g i n Blackinton seating about 
300 persons and donated i t to the v i l l a g e for use as 
a church.1 

Blackinton v/as the name given the v i l l a g e that grev/ up around 
the Blackinton m i l l s along Massachusetts Avenue to the v/est 
of the central area of North Adams. Blackinton made his fortiine 
during the C i v i l Vfar supplying v/oolen goods to the Union Army 
and a f t e r the v/ar he proceeded to build a very elegant house 
r i g h t i n the heart of North Adams, a house v/orthy of his mean^ 
and public stature. 

^Blackinton v/as a member of the second generation 
i n d u s t r i a l i s t s v/ho v/ere at the helm of small companies 
that flourished during the period of grov/th from the 
1850* s onward .1 Benefitting from the mechanical and 
i n d u s t r i a l r e v o lution, and the lack of federal taxes, 
they made fortunes from the nev/ly mechanized cotton-

i v/oolen industry. Moving from Blackinton signaled his 
* s t a t i o n as an important entrepreneur rather than a 

peripheral small i n d u s t r i a l boss. The urban q u a l i t y of 
. . the s i t e r e f l e c t s the growing demand for getting away 

from the backv/oods tov/n attitude.2 ,̂  , _ . 

Ready for occupancy i n 1872, the Blackinton Mansion remained 
the most expensive residence i n North Adams for decades.' 
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8. ( c o n t ' d ^ NORTH ADAMS - Monument Square-Eagle St. Historic D i s t r i c t 

^ A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the house v;as part of a movement i n t h i s 
country at the time v;hich combined elements of the I t a l i a n a t e 
and Second Empire (Mansard) styles./ S i m i l i a r houses v;ere b u i l t 
by r i c h i n d u s t r i a l i s t s throughout the country. 

'Sanford Blackinton died i n 1886. Eleven years l a t e r , afte|r 
his v;idov/ died, the mansion was put up for sale and bought by 
Andrev; Chas- Houghton, f i r s t mayor of the nev;ly incorporated 
City of North Adams. Houghton donated the mansion to the c i t y 
to be used as a public l i b r a r y and i t has been used for t h i s 
purpose ever since.I 

Ater the C i v i l Vfar most m i l l s were b u i l t of red brick i n 
the Lombard Romanesque style v;ith i t s running corbel tables and 
round arches and v7indov/s. This s t y l e , through i t s use of red 
brick, allov/ed f o r picturesquefdetail v/ithout the expense of 
either terracota or cut stone and brick ornament. At the same 
time, many independent minded Congregationalists began breaking 
from the t r a d i t i o n of c o l o n i a l , v;hite clapboard churches and 
erected churches i n the Lombard Romanesque s t y l e , many of red 
brick. The F i r s t Congregational Church on Monument Square i n 
North Adams is an excellent example of t h i s movement. Vfilliams 
tovm had a s i m i l i a r church and the Adams and Lee Congregational 
Churches s t i l l stand as examples of the Romanesque style i n w 
This styl e appears to have been a natural choice for congregat 
i n grov^ing m i l l towns, l i k e North Adams, where the Lombard 
Romanesque m i l l s set the tone. 

Eagle Street, o f f Monument Square, has always played a 
prominent role i n the his t o r y of North Adams- Eighteenth centdry 
maps of the v i l l a g e show Eagle Street and Main Street to be thej 
centers of population and business. 

The main travelled road north from the v i l l a g e 
1794 was over Church h i l l and out on to Eagle Street 

rough North Church- No street v;as then open from Main 
the north east corner of Centre, comprising v/hat i s 
w the business portion of Eagle Street. About the 
ar 1.800, Captain Colgrove, who ovmed the land, commenced 
ing i t as a private v;ay for lumber hauling, e t c , and 
the course of time he presented i t to the tovm f o r 

public highway.3 

Captain Jeremiah Colgrove, the man who supervised the moving 
of the Old Meeting House to the s i t e of the present Baptist 
Church i n 1795 and bought the meeting house v;hen i t v/as moved 
to i t s present s i t e i n 1829» gave to the tovm , i n I8O5, that 
part of Eagle Street that i s i n the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . The 
f i r s t house on t h i s part of the street was b u i l t one year later 

ocd. 
ions 
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8 . ( C o n f d f NORTH ADAMS 

by Joseph Darby, 
grev^ r a p i d l y as a 

In 1830 Ezra 
F l a t i r o n Building 

Historic D i s t r i c t 

Lng 

Monument Square-Eagle St. 

Subsequently, t h i s section of Eagle Street 
commercial and r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t . 
Ingraham b u i l t the t a l l e r , south end of the 
to house his cabinet making shop and a f l o u r 

store. One year l a t e r , Dr- E. Norman opened the f i r s t drug 
store i n North Adams on the corner of Eagle and Main- The 
following year a grocery and grain store occupied the adjacent 
s i t e - In 1834 Arteman Allen founded North Adams' f i r s t shoe 
store i n the Decker Building- Isaac Decker took over t h i s build 
i n 1837 and i t was named a f t e r him- Decker and Son occupied the 
building u n t i l 1880 when Tov/er and Porter bought out t h e i r hardv/fere, 
heating and plumbing §.upply company. As grov/th continued "the 
stre e t soared a l o f t at such a rate that at one time she riva l e d 
Main."4 

The year 1848 sav/ the death of Otis Blackinton and the 
construction of a red brick Baptist Church on the s i t e of 
the f i r s t church (1829)' D.S. and J.H. Adams succeeded Ezra 
Ingraham i n 1852 and enlarged the F l a t i r o n Building northv/ard. 
During the s i x t i e s the Congregational Church v/as completed and 
v/ork v/as begun on Sanford Blackinton's mansion. 

\Eagle S t r e e t offers us an excellent example i n Nev/ England 
of an integrated group of 19th century clapboard and brick 
commercial structures free of any non-conforming intrusions- I -
buildings span the 19th century from the I830's to the I880's 
tr a c i n g the tov/n's development from a r u r a l to an urban communi" 
The change from clapboard to brick, Sanford Blackinton's move 
from r u r a l Blackinton to his mansion on Main Street, the grov/th 
of the urban churches in.the center of North Adams a l l mark 
changes brought upon America by the I n d u s t r i a l Revolution, changes 
that effected not only North Adams, but the nation and American 
architecture i n general./ 

: t 3 

• t.r 

1 Doris M. Daniels, A Candle Stick i n This Place; History of the 
F i r s t Baptist Church , North Adams (1958), p.18. 
2 Richard T a v e l l i , "The Blackinton S i t e : Mansion and Library", a 
paper f o r Art 201, Prof. Satterthwaite, Vfilliams College, 1971, i-S 
3 Hamilton Norris, History of North Adams.(i860). p.23-
4 W.F. Spear, History of North Adams.Mass. 1749-1885'.(1885).p.4:fe 
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Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street. ^AV 
Washington. DC 20005 

UUI 6 1980 -

Honorable Richard C. Lamb / L / i i / ^ 
Mayor of North Adams 
North Adams, MA 01247 

Dear Mayor Lamb: 

On September 18, 1980, the Council received your determination that the 
proposed facade re s t o r a t i o n of #5 Eagle Street would not adversely 
affec t the Monument Square-Eagle Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , North Adams, 
Massachusetts, a property included i n the National Register of His t o r i c 
Places. I n accordance wi t h Section 800.6(a) of the Council's regulations 
(36 CFR Part 800), the Executive Director does not object to your 
determination. 

As provided i n Section 800.9 of the Council's regulations, a copy of 
your determination of no adverse e f f e c t , along with supporting docu­
mentation and t h i s concurrence, should be included i n any assessment or 
statement prepared for t h i s undertaking i n compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act and should be kept i n your records as evidence 
of your compliance w i t h Section 106 of the National H i s t o r i c Preservation 
Act and the Council's regulations. 

As you know, compliance with the Council's regulations i s a separate 
process from obtaining c e r t i f i e d r e h a b i l i t a t i o n status from the Secretary 
of the I n t e r i o r for purposes of the Tax Reform Act of 1976. I f the 
project developer wishes to determine i f his project q u a l i f i e s as a 
c e r t i f i e d r e h a b i l i t a t i o n , the plans and specifications for the project 
must be submitted to the Secretary for review. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely,. 

/Jordan E. Tannenbaum 
Chief, Eastern Division of 

Project Review 
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