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orth Adans and Adans were one tovm North and South
i1 lage, until they officially separated 1 nl1878. North Adans
becane a city i n1895 The dates Vv have for buildings i n the
historic district come from the fev/ rather sketchy histories
of North Adans C|t{) records viere of little or no use. Build-
|ng permts only go back as far as 1905 assessors records to
1.872, city and county atlases back to 1876. The deeds and
rmrtgages, though ol der, contained no helpful information on
building dates. Medi d determne fromtheatlases that, v/ith
the possible exception of one, al | thestructures on t he east
and v;est side of Eagle Street viere built before 1876.

The first historic district of North Adans centers onand
around Monunent Square at t heeast end of Main Street. 1The
bui l dings included arethepresent First Baptist Church on the
north side of thesquare, theFirst Congregational Church
opposite it ,theUnitarian Universalist Church directly behind
(south of) the Congregational Church on Surmer Street, andt he
North Adans Public Library (formerly the Blackinton Mansion)
on theeast side of thesquare." The district then extends
northward toinclude structures on theeast and v;est sides of
Eagle Street from Center Street south toMain and the original
Baptist Church (the A d Meeting House) behind the present
Baptist Church on t hewest side of North Church Street.

Monunent Square i slocated at thejunction of Main Street,
North Church Street, East Main Street and Church Street at
the east end of Main Street. The intersection became Mnunent
Square after theCivil War when t he Ladies* Soldiers' Aid
Society erected a soldiers' monunent there i nthe eighteen
seventies. Today thesquare i shbounded tothenorth by the
First Baptist Church, on thenortheast b%/ t he Met hodi st Chur ch,
on theeast by theNorth Adans Public Library (Blackinton Man-
sion) and by the First Congregational Church on thesouth side.
The dovntown business district on Main Street lies tothewest
of thesquare and slightly belov; it.

The First Baptist Church on Monunent Square i sllocadtedat
the base of theelongated triangle formed by Eagle Street,
North Church Street and Main Street- The present Bapti st
Church, built i n1879, i sthelast of a nunber of churchesto
occupy that site. A meeting house, constructed i nl1l 782 -was
was noved tothesite fromnearby 1 nl1795 There | t stood
until 1829 v/ihen i twas nmoved toit spresent site on North
Church Street t omake room for a small brick Baptist Church.
InJ, 8", having outgrovmthis structure, the Baptists razed
this second building and built a larger brick church i nits
place. A new front was put on thechurch i n1871 that included
the present tower and spire. On May 5t 1879 a fire destroyed
all ut thenorth facade and towers of thechurch. The Baptistjs
i mmedi ately rebuilt thechurch and added a chapel. Years |ater
a small tower on thesouthv/est corner of t hechapel v;as
renoved, but that appears tobe theonly difference betweent he
standard CGothic church of the 1870's and t he First Bapti st
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Church today.

Turning thecorner i nfront of theBaptist Church and going
dovm North Church Street thefirst buildingon theleft i s the
Od Meeting House (1782). |t sits betv;een therear of the
Baptist Church and therear of Nbo. 26 Eagle Street- Sincei t
vias nmoved there i n1829 i t has been used as a residential and
comercial structure. 1t resentlx houses four famlies. In
recent years stucco and |m|tat|on alf timbers have been applied
to theoriginal clapboard siding of th|s thirty by thirty-eight
foot structure. _

Facing t he BaFtist Church, across Mnunent Square, i s the
First Congregational Church built JJ.63-64. The main body of
this Lonbard Romanesque church i srectangular, redbrickand
covered by a pitched roof- The assymetrical facade i s dom nated
by a tall square tov/ier attached t othenortheast corner of the
church. |t sto?ped by an equally tall spire- A rose w ndov/
Is seti nthev/iall above theMiin Street entrance. The architec
was Charles E Parker of Boston.

Directly beTi Tnd—<south of) the First Congregational Church,
on Sumer Street, i stheUnitarian Universalist Church- The
structure, conpleted i n1893» i sconstructed of a brovm sh-yello”
and yellov/ish-red polychrome brick. Both Richardsoni an and
Classical i nstyle thelov/, pitched roof nasses of the building
are domnated by thelarge square tov/ier near thecenter of the
north facade. H Neil Viilsonof Pittsfield was the architect.

Finally, on the east side of Monunent Square, the North
Adans Public Library (Blackinton Mansion) stands. Begun as a
residence i nl1869. | twas ready for occupancy by Sanford Bl ackin
ton and hi sfamly i n1872- A conmbination of theltalianate and
Second Enpire (Mansard) styles, this three storey mansion has a
large, square five storey tower attached toitsnorth facade.
The main mass of thebuildingi sa comiination of two storeys of
brovm brick and a full storey mansard roof of dark brovm v;ood.
The roof of thehouse and tov/ier are bracketed. The wi ndov/s on
the first and second floor have plain or segmental lintels" excep-f;
for tv;o i nthenorthv/est and southv;est corners of the house.
Single storey side porches of viood once occupied those spaces
but, like thev/rought iron fence that once surrounded the yard,
they viere renoved I nthetv;entieth century-

The east side of Eagle Street consists of a group of three
storey, nineteenth century commercial structures of frame con-
struct-ion-  The Tower and Porter Building (30-34 Eagle), t he
ex(t}:lepbti.onk i nthegroup, i sfour storeys high and constructed of
re rick.

The Flatiron Building [ocated at the corner of Eagle and
North Church Streets i sshaped |ike an elongated trian%Ie* The
structure was actuallybuilt i ntwo sections- The tal
southerly portion viaserected i n18301 thelov/er, narrov/er northern

(Continuation Sheet)
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7- (cont'd) A" NORTH ADAMS Monument Square-Eagle St. Historic District

section was added i n1852. Aslightly hipped, bracketed roof
covers theoriginal building. The later addition i scovered by

a flat, identically bracketed roof. Five small shops on the fir|st
floor of thebuilding front on Eagle Street. Because of the
topography of thearea one cannot seetherear of these shops
from North Church Street. At itsstreet level North Church Strelst
s tenfeet (onestorey) higher than Eagle Street so therear of
the shop area i sbelov/ street [evel on North Church. Standing

on this side of thebuilding one sees only thetoptvio floors of
the three storey stucture, apartments and entrances. Untilthe
early 1970's there v/ias a street level entrance tothe second and
third floor apartments on Eagle Street, between the barber shop
and t he Chinese laundry, i nthespace nov/ occupied by Mina Gir -
?entl's Pizza. The entire building i salittle over one hundred
eet long onboth theEagle Street and t he North Church Street
facades, nine feet viide at thenarrov/ northern point and 46 feet
viide at it ssouth end-

The Tov/ier and Porter Building, thenext i nthegroup, was
built 1 n1886. Separated from the Flatiron Building by a narrow
alley-viay i tcontinues the triangular shape of theblock bounded
by Eagle, North Church and Main Streets. |tssouth endi s 68 febt
| ong conpared t oits49 foot north end- The east and v;est facadps
of this four storey, brick buildin? ar e about 60 feet long- The
Tov/er and Porter Building hastv/iotirst floor shops onthe Eagle
Street side. Qn North Church Street only theapartments of the
top three floors are visible- [tsflat roof i sbracketed on the
east andv/est facades. Granite sills appear belov/ v/indov/s on
the North Church facade while both granite sills andlintelsare
used onthenore decorative Eagle Street facade

A clapboard Greek Revival Building (v/ood), next i nsequence
s separated from the Tower and Porter Building by another small
alley. This 22 foot by 50 foot structure i san excellent exanpl”
of thefolk phase of t he G eek Revival style popular froml1830-
1850. Like al I theother buildings on Eagle Street i t has shops
on thefirst floor, apartments above. FromNorth Church Street
onIY t he apartnents of the 2nd and 3rdstoreys can be seen. The
building i sset back somewhat from North Church Street, breaking
tbhe.“tj_riangular shape created by the Flatiron and Tov/er and Porte
uildings.

A flat roofed, rectangular (36'x44") clapboard buildingand
a smaller (10'x30") tv/io storey building arethenext i nline on
Eagle Street- I nthelarger building there arefirst floor shop”
beiov/| t he upper storeys (nov/ covered with asphalt shmgles?1
contain apartments. Qn North Church Street the facade of the
|l arger building has been covered v/ith stucco- The smaller tv/o
storey structure next toi tdoes not show from North Church Street,
but on theEagle Street face a single shop occupies the first
floor- The second floor i scovered by vertical planking.
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Next i sthe Decker Building at 22 Eagle Street- First oc-
cupied byatin-smthi nl1l832, |saac Decker took it over a fev/
years later and rana plunmbing supply house there until thefirm
of Tov/er and Porter bought hi mout i n1880- Si xyears |ater Tower
and® Po.rter built their nev/ brick building, previously described,
at 30-34 Eagle Street- Thenarrow clapboard siding of t he Decker
Buil ding resenbles that of the Flatiron Building and onthe segfd
and third floors of theEagle Street facade there are v/ooden
pedi ments above thevlindov/s- Like the Geek Revival building,

It 1 scovered by a pitched roof- Today an appliance conpany us(es
the first floor of theDecker Building as itssales area, the
uE)per tv/o floors for storage. As i nthebuilding before it,

this 46'x36" structure has nofrontage onNorth Church Street.
Eagle andNorth Church have diverged toofar at this pointto
nmake an extension through theblock feasible.

There are three shops onthefirst floor of thelast buildijng
on Eagle Street's east side- Second andthird floor apartments
are entered through street level entrances onEagle Street. The
outside of this frame structure i snov/ covered v/iith athaIt shingle
This building i sat |east 125 years ol daccording tolong tine
area residents, andnineteenth century photographs indicate that
It had narrov/ clapboard siding and fenestration closely resembling
that of the Decker and Flatiron buildings. The sane photos al soj
shov/ open v/ooden porches or av/nings over thefirst floor shops
of all theframe structures onEagle Street.

The fourteen buildings ontheviest side of Eagle Street
average tv/o storeys i nheight and can be divided into a north
?roup, a mddle group and a south group; each group separated
rom thenext byanalley. There aretworedbrick burldingsin
the north group, opposite the Tov/er and Porter Building, tvioi n
the mddle grouP and none i nthesouth group- Each grouphas
one pitched roof building. Themajority of structures are of
frame construction v/ith flat roofs.

During thenineteenth century thebuildings i nthesouth
group viere al | clapboard- Today they are covered v/iith various
other materials from stucco t oasphalt shingle. Theol dRice's
Drugstore (first dru%store Il nthecity) onthecorner of Miin
and Eagle hada pitched roof originally. Presently it hasa
flat roof and a stucco exterior- Thenext twobuildings,

5-11 Eagle Street, once hada common false front that nadethe
tv/o storey buildings appear t o be three storeys high- That fronjt
has been removed andthetwo buildings i nquestion nowhave totally
unrel ated, two storey facades.

The m ddle group includes tvio brick structures. The first
IS a narrov/, three storey redbrick building opFosite t he Decker
Building. Bracketed stone sills andsem -circular lintels appear
on theEagle Street facade- Theflat roof i salso bracketed on
this side. Atvio storey, pitched roof building of yellov/ishbrov/n

(Continuation  Sheet)
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7- (cont'd; '"ON™ADAMS - Monument Square-Eagle St. Historic District

brick stands detached at thenorthern endof themddle group,
across from the Geek Revival building.

The first tv/o buildings i nthenorthern group are constructed
of redbrick. The first, athree storey, flat roofed structure
(50'x50" ) has gold alum num siding coverln% I tsentire east
facade. Thev/hole building is used today ylafurmture corrpanyI

Next i nline i sa smll tvio storey brick building anda two
storey, clapboard structure v/iith a pitched roof. Thelast buildLng
in this group, across fromthe Flatiron Building, i salarge, twp

storey building viith a flat, bracketed roof.
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\The devel opment of Monument Square i nNorth Adansi s

closely linked totheBlackinton famly. Otis Blackinton,

one of North Adans early manufacturers, v/as one of t he founde](*s
of the Baptist Church 31808), and on January/ 30, 1810 he was
ordained as thefirst deacon of thechurch.-" H served t he
church for forty years until his death i n1848. Otis' son,
Sanford, also took an active part i ntheaffairs of theBaptist
Church. He joined thechurch i n1843 and by 1848 he was a
nenber of thethree-man building commttee responsible forth?
construction of the 1848 church. | n 1871 he v/as a nenber of
the building conmttee that remodeled thefront of the church

During this year, also, Sanford Blackinton
erected a church building i nBlackinton seating about
300 persons and donated 1 ttothevillage for use as
a church.1

Bl ackinton v/as t he name given thevillage that grev/ up around
the Blackinton mlls along Massachusetts Avenue t ot he v/est

of thecentral area of North Adans. Blackinton nade hi sfortiine
durin? theCivil Vtar supplying v/oolen é;oods t otheUnion Arny
and after theviar he proceeded tobuild a very elegant house
right i ntheheart of North Adans, a house v/orthy of his nean®
and public stature.

ABlackinton v/as a nenber of t he second generation
industrialists vhoviere at thehelm of small conpanies
that flourished during theperiod of grov/th fromthe
1850* s onward .1 Benefitting from t hemechani cal and
industrial revolution, and thelack of federal taxes,
they made fortunes from thenev/ly nmechani zed cotton-

I v/ioolen industry. Moving from Blackinton signaledhi s

* station as an important entrepreneur rather than a
peripheral small industrial boss. The urban quality of
thesite reflects thegrowing demand for getting away
from t he backv/oods tov/n attitude.2 ,~ , .

Ready for occupancy i n1872, the Bl ackinton Mansion remai ned
the nost expensive residence i nNorth Adans for decades.'
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8. (cont'd™» NIRITH ADANS - Mnunent Square-Eagle St. Historic District

MArchitecturally, thehouse v;as part of a novenent i nthis
country at thetime v;hich conbined elements of the Italianate
and Second Empire (Mansard) styles./ Similiar houses v,ere built
by rich industrialists throughout thecountry.

"Sanford Blackintondied i n1886. Eleven years later, afte|r
his v;idov/ died, themnsion was put up for sale and bought by
Andrev; Chas- Houghton, first mayor of thenev;lyincorporated
City of North Adans. Houghton donated themansion tothe city
to be used as a public library and i t has been used for this
purpose ever since. |

Ater theCivil Vfar most mills were built of redhbrickin
the Lonmbard Romanesque style v:;ith i tsrunning corbel tables and
round arches and v7indov/s. This style, through itsuse of red
brick, allovied for picturesquefdetall v/ithout the expenseof
either terracota or cut stone and brick ornament. At t hesane
time, many independent mnded Congregationalists began breaking
fromthetradition of colonial, v;hite clapboard churches and
erected churches i nthe Lonbard Romanesque style, many of red
brick. TheFirst Congregational Church on Mnunent Squarei n
North Adans i sanexcellent exanple of this nmovenment. Viilliams
tovm had a similiar church and t he Adans and Lee Congregati onal
Churches still stand as exanples of t he Romanesque style i nwpcd.
This style apPears t o have been anatural choice for congregat;ug
in grovting m il towns, [ike North Adans, where t he Lonbard
Romanesque mills set t he tone.

Eagle Street, off Monument Square, has al ways played a
promnent role i nthehistory of North Adans- Eighteenth centdry
maps of thevillage show Eagle Street and Main Street t o be thej
centers of popul ation and business.

The main travelled road north from the village
1794 was over Church hill and out ont o Eagle Street
rough North Church- No street v;as then open from Main
the north east corner of Centre, conmprising vihati s
w t he business portion of Eagle Street. About the
ar  1.800, Captain Colgrove, oovned t heland, commenced
|n% | tas aprivate v;ay for lumber hauling, etc, and
the course of time he presented i ttothetovmfor
public highway. 3

Captain Jeremah Col grove, the nman who supervised the nmoving
of thedd Meeting House tothesite of thepresent Baptist
Church 1 n1795 and bought t he meeting house v;hen i t v/as noved
to itspresent site i n1829 gave tothetovm , i nl805, that
Part of Eagle Street that i si nthehistoric district. The
irst house onthis part of thestreet was built one year |ater
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8. (Confdf NORTH ADAMS Monunment Square-Eagle St. Historic District

by Joseph Darby, Subsequently, this section of Eagle Street
grev® rapidly as a comrercial and residential district.

In 1830 Ezra Ingraham built thetaller, south end of the
Flatiron Building to house hi scabinet making shop and a flour
store. (ne year later, Dr- E Norman opened thefirst drug
store i nNorth Adans on t he corner of Eagle and Main- The
following year a grocery and ?rain store occupied the adjacent
site- 1 n1834 Arteman Allen founded North Adans' first shoe
store i nthe Decker Building- Isaac Decker took over this build ,
in 1837 and it was naned after him Decker and Son occupied t he g
building until 1880 when Tov/er and Porter bought out their hardv/fere,
heating and dpl umbing 8 upply conpany. As grov/th continued"the
street soared aloft at such a rate that at one time she rivaled
Mai n. "4

The year 1848 sav/ t he death of Otis Bl ackinton andt he
construction of a redbrick Baptist Church on thesite of
the first church (1829)' DS and J.H Adans succeeded Ezra
| ngraham i n 1852 and enlarged the Flatiron Building northv/ard.
During thesixties theCongregational Church v/ias conpleted and
viork v/ias begun on Sanford Bl ackinton's mansion.

\Eagle Street offers us an excellent exanple i n Nev/ Engl and
of an integrated group of 19t hcentury clapboard and brick
comercial structures free of an?/ non-conformng intrusions- | :t3
bui l dings span the 19t hcentury fromthel830's tothe 1880's
tracing thetovin's devel opment from a rural t oan urban commnistry
The change from clapboard tobrick, Sanford Blackinton's nove
fromrural Blackintontohis mansion on Main Street, the grov/th
of theurban churches in.the center of North Adans al | mark
changes brought upon America by thelndustrial Revolution, changes
that effected not only North Adans, but thenation and American
architecture i ngeneral./

1 Doris M Daniels, ACandle Stick i nThis Place; History of the
First Baptist Church , North Adans (1958), p.18.

2 Richard Tavelli, "The BlackintonSite: Mansion and Library", a
paper for Art 201, Prof. Satterthwaite, Viilliams College, 1971, i-S

3 Ham Iton Norris, History of North Adams.(i860). p.23-
4 WF. Spear, History of North Adans.Mass. 1749-1885'.(1885).p.4:fe
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ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL RE3 STER
STATE KASSACHEETTS

Date Entered

Nane

| ¥&nunent Square - Eagle Str««t
Historic District

Ui tizens Hall

Al 'so Notified

Hon. Edward W Brooke
Hon. Edward M Kennedy
Bon. Silvio O Conte

Director, Northeast Region

“"HR NFow andr nm 6/ 15/ 72

JIN19 1972

Locati on

Nort h Adans
Berkshire County

Stockbridge (Interlaken)
Berkshire County

State Liaison Officer

Hon. John P. X Davoren

Secretary of the QianormeaQth

Chai man, Massachusetts Historical
CosBBi ssi on

Office of the Secretary

State House

Bost on, Massachusetts 02133



Advisory
Council On
Historic

Pr eservation

1522 K Street. "V
Washington. DC 20005

w 6180 -

Honorabl e Richard C Lanb [LIiif?
Mayor of North Adans
North Adans, MA 01247

Dear Mayor Lanb:

O Septenmber 18, 1980, the Council received your determ nationthatthe
proposed facade restoration of #5 Eagle Street would not adversely

affect the Monunent Square-Eagle Street Historic District, North Adams,
Massachusetts, a property included i nthe National Register of Historic
Places. | n accordance with Section 800.6(a) of the Council'sregulations
(36 R Part 800), the Executive Director does not object t o your

determ nation.

As provided i n Section 800.9 of the Council's regulations, a copyof

your determ nation of no adverse effect, along with supporting docu-
mentation and this concurrence, should be included i n any assessnent or
statement prepared for this undertaking i nconpliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act andshould be kept in your records as evidence
of your conmpliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act andthe Council's regulations.

As you know, conpliance with the Council's regulationsis a separate
process fromobtaining certified rehabilitation status from the Secretary
of the Interior for purposes of the Tax Reform Act of 1976. I f the
project developer wi shes t odetermne i fhis project qualifies asa
certified rehabilitation, the plans andspecifications for the project
nust be submtted tothe Secretary for review.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,.

[Jordan E Tannenbaum
Chi ef, Eastern Divisionof
Project Review
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