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DESCRIPTION: . 

Date 1897 

Source spR 12-31-97 p. 10 

Style panel brici</romanesque revival 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric brick 

Outbuildings none , 
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s to re f ron ts C. 1930 

Moved_^^ Date 

Approx. acreage one acre or less 
fi 
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1979 
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Springfield South Quadrangle 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and r 
evaluate i n terms of other buildings within community.) 

Smith's building i s a five story brick structure with a second floor mezzanine. The ~ 
mezzanine i s divided into five bays by rusticated piers; upper floors are divided 
by piers which carry segmental arches. A corbeled cornice and pierced parapet complete 
the design. Storefronts are divided into three bays by cast iron piers; they retain 
early leaded transoms. I t retains most of i t s original interior b i l l i a r d parlor 
f i t t i n g s . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

Smith's Building possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials and 
workmanship. I t i s significant for i t s associations with one of Springfield's 
important industries and especially as the home of a major recreational complex. ; 
Additionally, i t is a good local example of late nineteenth century commercial 
architecture, featuring elements of the Panel Brick and Romanesque Revival styles. 
I t meets c r i t e r i a A & C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

The original occupant of this block was the Mcintosh Company, one of the region's 
oldest and largest shoejobbing houses. They moved here from the Carlton House 
Block(y/5) in 1897, and in 1913 moved to a larger and more modern block on the ' 
corner of Chestnut and Worthington Streets(#63). 

In 191'f, Fred Smith moved his b i l l i a r d parlor and bowling alleys to this block 
He had begun business in 1903 in the block next east of this one, and had acquired 
a number of pool and b i l l i a r d tables from 1905 St. Louis Ekposition. In the new 
setting the second floor was ut i l i z e d as a b i l l i a r d parlor, and the upper floors for -
the bowling alley. Before World War I I , "the center of candlepin bowling in 
Western MA, was located in downtown Springfield in the upper three floors of the 
Smith Building on Worthington St."̂ '̂-'̂ ) There were seven lanes on the third floor, seven 
on the fourth, and eight on the f i f t h , and "were the pride of Springfield"(2). 
As Springfield's population shifted after World War I I , attendence dropped at the 
•lanes, and during the early 1960's, the lanes were removed, reworked and placed 
in a modern Connecticut bowling alley. The b i l l i a r d parlor s t i l l operates "is \ 
the longest running b i l l i a r d in the state"(3)"oine of the oldest"(^) and has at 
least seven of i t s 1905 St. Louis Exposition tables. 
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