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Town Springfield
A Address 201-207 Worthington Stroot

i“Historic Name Smith's Building (o*"M/j/*)
Original Owner:
' ¢G- HcTntosh S Co.

FHOQO (3x3" or 3x5", black & white)

staple toleft side of form Use: Present popimprrial
Phot o nunber Original wholesale and warehoiisp
DESCR PTI O\
Date 1897

Source spR12-31-97 p. 10
KETCH MP
Style panel brici</romanesque revival
J Architect unknown
Exterior wall fabric brick

Qut bui I di ngs none ,

31 .

Major alterations (with dates)

AféRTW CHVUCH AVE.' storefronts C. 1930

o
Moved "M Date
Approx. acreage oneacre or |ess
fi
Recorded by , Mergan ed hy Pandare |enkins Settingurban context; about other

bui l dings of simlar style, scaleand
Orga&ﬁﬁ'itéé)inon Springfield Historical]
Dat e 1979
UM Ref er ence: 18/ 699050/ *663910
Springfield South Quadrangle
Assessor's My #309 (Staple additional sheets here)

period.



ARCH TECTURAL SI GNFI CANCE (Describe inportant architectural features and r
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community.)

Smith's building is afive story brick structure with a second floor mezzanine. The ~
mezzanine is divided into five bays by rusticated piers; upper floors are divided

by piers which carry segmental arches. Acorbeled cornice and pierced parapet conplete
the design. Storefronts are divided into three bays by cast iron piers; they retain
early leaded transoms. |t retains nmost of itsoriginal interior billiard parlor
fittings.

H STAR CAL SIGN H CANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and howthe building relates t othe devel opment of the conmunity.)

Smith's Building possesses integrity of location, design, setting, mterials and
wor kmanship. |t is significant for itsassociations with one of Springfield's

i mportant industries andespecially as the hone of a major recreational conplex.
Additionally, i tis agood |ocal exanple of |ate nineteenth century comerci al
architecture, featuring elements of the Panel Brick and Romanesque Revival styles.
It meets criteria A& Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

The original occupant of this block was the Mintosh Conpany, one of the region's
ol dest and | argest shoejobbing houses. They noved here from the Carlton House

Bl ock(y/5) in 1897, andin 1913 noved to a | arger and nore modern bl ock on the
corner of Chestnut and Wrthington Streets(#63).

In 191'f, Fred Smth noved his hilliard parlor andbowing alleys to this block
He had begun business in 1903in the block next east of this one, andhad acquired

a nunber of pool andbilliard tables from 1905St. Louis Ekposition. In the new
setting the second floor was utilized asabilliard parlor, andthe upper floors for -
the bowing alley. Before Wrld Vér |1, "the center of candlepin bowing in

Véstern My was located in downtown Springfield in the upper three floors of the
Smth Building on Wrthington §.""-'% There were seven |anes onthe third floor, seven
on the fourth, andeight onthe fifth, and"were the pride of Springfield"(2).

As Springfield s population shifted after Wrld Vér ||, attendence dropped at the
*lanes, and during the early 1960's, the |anes were renoved, reworked and pl aced

in a modern Connecticut bowing alley. Thebilliard parlor still operates "is \
the longest running billiard in the state"(3)"oine of the oldest"(”) andhas at

| east seven of its 1905 St. Louis Exposition tables.

BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFEHREINCES (nane of publication, author, date, and publisher)
1. Springfield Scrapbook Volune 38, P. 25

2. ibid e An
3. Springfield Scrapbook, Volune 38, p. Al f .
M, ibid. p.25 ' A
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