
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of tlie Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Fo^n} no. 

C ' p o r t I IB2 

I 1. Town r^^j,^^^^^ 

Address y^p Mpmnrifil Drivp. 

Name RF,R nhPimV^I Cn. 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number {[Q'^-' {/^ 

Present use i n d u s t r i a l 

^t~:-zZ\x^X 

Present owner P o l a r o i d C o r p o r a t i o n 

3. Description: ^ ^ ,̂  . . 

Date 1 9 3 7 

Source deed r e c o r d s 

Style I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Architect?noi f dgp-. S h e p l e v . B u l f i n c h £ 
A b b o t t 

Exterior wall fabric g l a z e d b r i c k / g l a s s 

Outbuildings (describe) one o t h e r manufac -
t u r i n g b u i l d i n g ; some s t o r a g e b l d g s . 
Other features modern s t r e s s on h o r i -

z o n t a l l i n e s , emphasized by c o n t i n -
uous band o f w i n d o w s . C e n t r a l t o w e r 
o n l y v e r t i c a l e l e m e n t . T h r e e - s t o r i e 

Altered 

Moved 

Date 

Date 

6 Lot size: 

<6ne acre or less Over one acre XX 

t 

: iv'> 

' 'rt 

\ e 

Approximate frontage ^ J Q f e e t 

Approximate distance of building f r o m street 

50 f e e t 

6. Recorded by A r t h u r - K r i m 

Organizationn^Tfihr^T p . . ^ ^ ^ , - p ^ ^ ^ ^ 

••-bate 196 8 

(over) 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) U n i t e d Shoe Machinery Corp s u b s i d i a r y : BSB Chemical Cc 

Original use exper ia ienta l f a c t o r y and o f f i c e s 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates i n d u s t r i a l use- P o l o r o i d Corp. 

8, Themes (check as many as applicable) ' 

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation " . 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts —znt— settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military ^ humanitarian *̂  
Community development Political Transportation , , 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

; • . • 
This c l e a n - l i n e d i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g i s the e a r l i e s t 

,:, .. and best of the c i t y 's 19.30*̂ 5 modern s t r u c t u r e s , c h a r a c t e r i z e d ' 
' " b y sharp edges, h o r i z o n t a l s t r i p windows which continue aroimd 

• ' corners, and r i g i d l y syimnetrical facades. 
B u i l t i n 1337, i t i s th.e work o f th.e f i j m o f Coolidge, Shepley',"" 

B u l f i n c h £ Abb.ott, I t was intended as o f f i c e s , l a b o r a t o r i e s , and-am." 
J. experimental f a c t o r y by the B S B Chemical Co., a s u b s i d i a r y 

of the United Shoe Machinery Corp. The Cambridge p l a n t produced 
. adhesives f o r use i n shoe maufacturing and other i n d u s t r i e s . 

The h o r i z o n t a l i t y o f t h i s l o n g , low s t r u c t u r e i s 
emphasized by continuous bands o f windows: glass block on tl t e 

; %Tound f l o o r and metal-framed d i v i d e d sash, above. The c e n t r a l 
'''' • tower i s the only v e r t i c a l element, and contains a curved canopy and 

: * two s t o r y glass window bay above the errt-fpaazroe. Above the tower-
- " l i k e v e r t i c a l glass bay i s a clock face o r i g i n a l l y topped by 

s t y l i z e d l e t t e r i n g s p e l l i n g B S B Chemical. Although obscured 
* By the glass and glazed b r i c k facade, the s t r u c t u r a l system i s 

of r e i n f o r c e d concrete. 
Measuring 56 f e e t by 270 f e e t , the b u i l d i n g has t h r e e - s t o r y 

. •: wings f l a n k i n g a f o u r - s t o r y c e n t r a l s e c t i o n . A separate two-story 
\ y ' ananufacturing b u i l d i n g stands behind i t , w i t h s t e e l frame, con-

- • " Crete Bayick w a l l s and h o r i z o n t a l bands o f windows. Because i t 
cannot Be seen from the r i v e r , i t lacks the elegance o f the 

jsi'̂^ Ti p r i n c i p a l b u i l d i n g . Several other storage b u i l d i n g s complete the 
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, <^o^Pl®^* 

early maps, etc.) 
t h ^ M f h "^^^.^'^ y^^^? ^^^^ ° f ^^s nomina t ion . 
R e l i s t S c r i t e r i a a r c h i t e c t u r a l design meets the N a t i o n a l 



NPS Fonn 10-tOO.a 
<7-«1» 

United States Department of the Interior ' 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

EXP. 12/31/84 

Continuation sheet Item number Page *Z' 7 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State MA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

2yi. Bot t le House Block 

• Date/Signature  

y Keeper kjziZLBuniL l l /dmluui^ ^-/3 

Attest 

Building at 42 Edward J. Lopez Keeper izljjl/y^ l\ AAMJIU^ h-ll^ ^Z 
Avenue *;-'ifc»*-<*v*b.r;« Jst-iii-j'.. 

, ; . > Attest 

East Cambridge Savings Bank • ^/Keeper I^'IJJUAAU Z^' /Wtd^ ^.ll 

'* , ' Attest 

^ Hoyt. Benjamin, House BuEstairtlve Tke-^^ y Keeper (A)JA1^ 1^. flMuAAi^ HA\^X 

. . \ Attest 

35. Lechmere Point Corporation 
/ Houses 

<i3R̂  Sacred Heart Church. Rectory. 
School and Convent 

Union Railway Car Barn 

' sZ Keeper L)dltA)L^ il. lIi\/suAAM\ ^•(3-^:L 

Attest 

•^Keeper / J J A / I ^ ZIA/UAJILM. H.13.S2 

Attest 

^ Keeper IA)JUIUASL^ //. Z^MiiAoLA^ H . l 3 ? ^ 

Attest 

B and B Chemical Company l l S r a ^ M " ^ e V K e e p e r 4 ^ . ^ / ^ I ^ . / ^ O ^ ^- / 

Attest 
jjetexfiiicta £ 

BuSsJantlve HevTeif >/^Keep Baker House -

DOE/OWNER OBJECTION 

Beth I s r ae l Synagogue 
.. . •, -y 

Attest 

'deeper /AJAAULA^ M . / l / s m f k ^ M.n.'ix 

Attest 





Significance 

summary paragraph 
Completeness 
'Clarity 

. .u^ppl icable cr i ter ia 
fusti f ication of areas 

checlced 
relating significance to 

fhe resource 
cpntext 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
^ ^ j us t i f i ca t i on of exception 

other 

. Major Bibliographical References 

, _ ^ 0 . Oeographical Data 

• M a rripM* 

t J l l . Form Prepared By 

vyt2. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 

<-^13. Othar 

_ _ ^ a p 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

»igned Date. Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may ba continued on an attached ahaat 









.. -4' • m.-' 

Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


