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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OR'GINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

18th century frame plantation house; two-room type (great hall and

parlor), end chimneys, piazzas front and back. Brick piers support hand-hewn
heart pine beams, 12x12",

Exterior construction is 5/8-in. beaded clapboards 3/4-in. thick, over-
lapping at various widths. Piazza balustrade has beaded top rail; posts
are square to height of rail, chamfered octagonally in center, square at top.

0f the 24 windows, all shuttered, 5 are on front second floor, 4 on
front first floor, six over nine light. Solid pine paneled shutters
fastened with strap hinges, hand-forged, and pintles reproduced from originall

Two types of roof rafters strengthened with tie beam joined to rafters
by half dovetails. Cypress shingles fastened to original laths., Memory work
dentil cornice under eaves,

Typical 18th century doors with 6 fielded panels., First floor front and
back doors unusually large. Central door opens into 21x18' great hall,
Partially recessed staircase.

Entire interior is pine: walls, ceilings, cornices, mantels and all

quarter sawed., Wainscot of horizontally placed boards with vertical beaded
boards above. Unique hand-carved memory work cornices and mantels.

Inner walls, except in great hall, of exposed post and beam construction
with vertical beaded ship-lapped board partitions. Chimney breasts in parlor
and small chamber room finished with panel of plastering.

In 2nd floor master chamber, memory work mantel and saw-tooth cornice.
Nursery and small room adjacent. Second-floor walls in original unpainted
condition. Hall closets with batten doors under stairs.

Hardware throughout includes hand-forged locks and HL hinges, original
leather washers. Furniture and accessories are of 1759-1826 period when
James Witherspoon and his son, Gavin, lived here. Victorian trims, south
piazza and shed rooms added c. 1800, have been removed. House now stands
ps it was in 18th century.

Moved from inaccessible rural site (6 mi. south of Kingstree, S.C. 377)
to preserve it. Original site was unavailable for purchase, unattractive,
unprotected against fire and vandalism. Present site, within eity, on land
piven as memorial park. Additional house museums,and archives and rggbg§4j“yr
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overmantels except 2 that are plastered. Flooring of random-width yellow pine

Puilding, planned. \~¢L¥"‘“44; .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Oldest known residence in Pee Dee area, excellent example of earliest
plantation houses constructed entirely of native materials,

Built by Irish immigrant James Witherspoon, 1749, About 6 miles
south of the King's Tree, Williamsburgh Township. Progressive rural
domestic design. Located in wilderness and adapted to New World, but
with refinements recalling good life of 01d World.

Nationally-known Museum Curator Meyric R. Rogers called Thorntree
a "rarity" in architectural structure and an irreplaceable loss if not .
preserved. Particularly notable: mantels, cornices, general trim,
hand-carved from memory, many in original condition and partial coloring.
Placement and position of main stairway also unusual, marking trend toward
formation of separate hall which characterized later architecture.
Architecturally much as its builder left it, Thorntree preserves interestin
combination of details showing European, West Indian and Carolinian
influences.

Preservation of Thorntree especially important since most Revolutionad
era houses in Kings Tree area were burned by Tarleton and Wemyss, Thorntred
spared because Tarleton with his British dragoons and a large number of
Tories encamped at plantation in August, 1780,

Thorntree influence reached into various phases of state and national
life through Witherspoon family, among earliest settlers of this
early-settled inland area. They were prominent in government, education
and religion in 18th century. Gordon family were prominent 19th century
owners.,
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