FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 153-C
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town V/orcester

Address Ilain Street

South Unitarian Church »
Name

Present use Holy Trinity Church,

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") Armenian Apostolic
Staple to left side of form
Photo number
Present owner Apostolic Holy Trinity
Church

3, Description:

Date 1891

Roll 8 Source building notice

Style Rnrnanpisque Revival
o ) Arch't "o Bldr.
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect Earle h B~ isher » Hprcross Brc
in relationto nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric rock-faced sandston
Outbuildings (describe) . none
Other features square-plan tower with
rounded side tower” arched entry,1
transomed windows, slate roof
Altered no ' Date

Moved no Date

Aj L
[Qalle: Asergsers’ Rook 88 3G 1t

o>

/ ' One acre or less X Over one acre
Approximate frontage ilj_2'

Approximate distance of building from street
30

6. Recorded by B.H. Pfeiffer

Organization Wore. Heritage Pres. Soc

Date Decenber 1977

(over)

30M-5-77



7. Original owner (if known) South Unitarian Society
Original use church
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Built 1 nlQ9k., theforner South Unitarian Church i s an unusual exanple
of its style, with an as*/rametrical plan and conplex roof. Exterior walls
are of rock-faced sandstone, laid up i ncourses of regularly alternating
wi dths. Thebuilding's facade (east) contains a high gable with tri-
partite windows and an arched wndo™f providing |ight to thechurch hall.
At thebuilding's northeast corner is an arched entry set i na gabled
porch, behind v;hich i s a square-plan tower and sem -circular side tower.
Both north and south elevations bear the sanme high-quality stoneuork as
the facade. Alterations arerestr,"cted tothere-pointing of a small
portion of thetower, andtherenoval of a belfry.

The South UnitarianSociety vias established in 1890, partly through
the efforts of Hev, Austin Carver, pastor of the ['Mirst Unitarian Church
Second Parish) of Vliorcester, The congregation's first minister was

orge VV, Kent, Early meetings of thesocietywere held at the Preelaid
Street School house, at Pilgrim Church Hall, andfinally in a storefront
on Ilain Street, opposite 886 Main Street, Early in 1381 the congregation
conm ssioned plans for a church from Earle & Fisher, architects; con-
struction apparently took place in the sane year.

(cont,)

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Engi neering andBuilding Record,, VQ.. XXII, [/20/189i" p, 132
(building notice)

Nutt, G History of Worcester, vol, ||, pp, 886-887,
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