. RECEIVED
United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service DEC 2 2 1987
National Register of Historic Places NATIONAL
Registration Form REGISTER

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking ‘‘x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A’" for “‘not applicable.” For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic name Iverson-Johnson House
other names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number 327 E. Vashington Street K/ Anot for publication
city, town Stoughton R}/ Avicinity
state  Wisconsin code WI county Dane code 025 zip code 53589

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[}9 private X building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
D public-local D district 1 0 buildings
[ public-State [site sites
D public-Federal L__] structure structures

[:] object objects

L 0 Total

Name of related multiple property "I'\slt}?i.g: Number of contributing resources previously

listed in the Nationa!l Register __

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination Drequest for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opjpity; th meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.
* £ : (2] [/ &F
Signatugg of geryi Bfficial Date! =

=
R
®

Stéte or Federal agency and bureau

in my opinion, the property [ meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. [ see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

1, hereby, cenrtify that this property is:
entered in the National Register.

[ see continuation sheet. Bociul /=2 &
{J determined eligible for the National L

Register. D See continuation sheet.
[Jdetermined not eligible for the

National Register.

Dremoved from the National Register.

[:] other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic / Single Dwelling Domestic / Single Dwelling
Domestic / Multiple Dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation _Stone

Queen Anne walls Weather board
roof Aspha.lt
other Wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Iverson-Johnson House is a Queen Anne residence built in 1898 that sits on a
standard-sized residential lot within the city of Stoughton. East Washington Street
is a tree-lined street of turn of the century houses about two blocks north of

' Stoughton's Main Street commercial district. The Iverson-Johnson House has a similar
setback to the other houses on the street and has a corner lot.

The house is two stories in height, of frame construction, and-has a square

plan. Because it was constructed late in the Queen Anne era, it has a somewhat more
symmetrical appearance, letting its detail provide the complexity of the style.

The house has a hipped roof from which a substantial corbelled cream brick chimney
projects, There are four gables that project from the front facade, rear facade,
and rear corners of the house. These gables have much of the significant stylistic
detail of the house. The house is completely clad in its original clapboards.

Probably the most unusual detail of this house are the tall, narrow dragon heads
projecting from the gables of the house. Known locally as "gargoyles" the wooden
dragon heads were originally soaked in linseed o0il, making them less prone to decay
over the years. The dragon heads were said to be good luck charms for Norwegians,
but were rarely used on residences as they are in this house. Besides the
gargoyles, details on this house include elaborately carved cross pieces in the
gables, bargeboard, and two elaborate porches. The porch over the main entrance
is a veranda with a round gazebo-like structure at the corner. The porch also has
a decorated pediment defining the entrance and a decorative balustrade. A smaller
porch sits over the side entrance on the front facade to the right of the main
entrance. Another decorative element on the house is a rear, second-story balcony off
one of the upper bedrooms. It features bracketed turned posts and a decorative
balustrade similar to the one on the front porch. The rear porch is supported by
two large brackets at each end.

stone
Projecting from the/foundation at the rear is a octagonal-roofed structure that was
originally built as a greenhouse. It is partially roofed with asphalt shingles
and partially roofed with fiberglass panels. The fiberglass panels were once glass.

A1l the openings in this house are original., Most windows are one-over-one double-

hung sash windows without trim. However, one east facade window is decorated witha carved
wooden panel topped with a pediment cornice with brackets. This elaborately

decorated window also has gothic arched leaded glass panes. It is unique to the

house. 'The main entrance is a double wood and glass door. Other doors are simple

wood and glass doors. At the side entrance on the front facade is a speaking tube.

IZSee continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has conmdered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[ Inationally [ statewide [x]tocally

Applicable National Register Criteria [__]A [;]B [:QC [Jo
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ B [ Jc [Jpo [Je [JF [a

Areas of Slgnmcance enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1898-1905 18081

Health-Medicine

Cﬂﬂral Affiliation

Significant Person Architect/Builder 2
Tverson, Michael Bnilder: A, E. Qvren

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Iverson-Johnson House is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Pla-
ces because it is locally significant for architecture and history. It is significant
for history under criterion B, because it is associated with Michael Iverson, a turn

of the century physician who founded the Stoughton Community Hospital. It is significant
for architecture under criterion G, because it embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction--the Queen Anne Style, as expressed in
Stoughton, Wisconsin., After a brief historical background, these themes will be
developed in detail.

Historical Background

Stoughton is a community in Dane County, Wisconsin with a significant Norwegian-
American population. In 1894, Norwegian immigrant Dr. Michael Iverson came to
Stoughton after studying medicine in his native land., He soon became known for his
medical skill and established a successful practice, In 1898 he decided to replace
the house he and his family were living in at 327 E. Washington St. with a new building
in the popular style of the day--Queen Anne. Construction was begun around April of
1898 and completed in October of that year. The house was large and elegant, although
not extravagantly so. It had a maid's room, a servant's bell system, a speaking tube
at the side entrance so that patients could call for his services at night, and a
steam-heated greenhouse off the basement. The placement of the unusual dragon heads
on the gable peaks made Iverson's house distinctive in the community.3

In 1904 Iverson saw a need to provide more specialized medical services to his
patients. He founded the Scandinavian-American Hospital, also known as the Stoughton
Surgical Hospital in the former Stoughton Academy building (demolished). Iverson

put his personal finances into the project and because the project was not an immediate
financial success and for reasons of convenience, Iverson decided to move his family
to the hospital building in 1905, vacating his house at 327 E, Washington St.

Peter Norman Johnson, another Norwegian immigrant, purchased the house in 1905. It
was a retirement home for Johnson, who came to Dane County in 1849 and settled on
a farm. Johnson eventually expanded the family holdings to three farms before moving

L_x_]See continuation sheet




9. Major Bibliographical References

"'Gargoyle House' Unique in Design and History." Stoughton Courier Hub, 15 May 1986,
Sec. 2, p. 18.

Neuwirth, Bric. "Dr. Iverson to Enter Hall of Fame." Stoughton Courier Hub, 14 May
1987, SEc. 1, p. 3. ‘

Stoughton Courier, 1 April 1898, p. 5; 21 October 1898, p. 5.

[:]See continuation sheet
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10. Geographical Data -

Acreage of property __1ess than one

UTM References

Al2.6] 1311:910,17:0! 8,371513,1810,0] 3N T O T R O B A B A
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
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r__l See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
Lot 1, Block 28, Original Plat of Stoughton.

[:] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the intact portion of the property lot historically associated
with the Iverson-Johnson House.

{Jsee continuation sheet
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nameftitte ____ Carol Iohry Cartwright, Historian

organization ___Consultant date __August 12, 1987

street & number ___R. 2, 5581A Hackett Rd. telephone (414) B73-6820

city or town Whitewater state Wi zip code _152?9_
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Before the widespread -availability of telephones, patients needing the original
owner, Dr, Michael Iverson, could come to his home and use this speaking tube. It
was connected to his bedroom so he could be called at night.

The double entrance doors lead to a small entry hallway. The main staircase is in
this hallway and leads to the second floor. There are also doors off this hallway
that lead to the dining room, parlor, and music room. To the right of the entrance
hallway is the kitchen. It was remodeled in the 1940s and contains simple wooden
cabinets and a tile floor. Off one side of the kitchen is a small room that was
Dr. Iverson's office originally. Off the other side of the kitchen is a bathroom
and the back staircase. To the east of the kitchen is the dining room that leads to
the parlor to the south. The parlor leads into the music room on the east side of
the house. All of the woodwork on the first floor is identical. It is painted oak
with simple classical detailing. Doors and windows have wide side moldings and
cornice moldings. The cornice moldings have a carved egg and dart pattern. This
pattern is also found on the fireplace mantel in the parlor. The fireplace is also
decorated by two Ionic columns.

The second floor is reached off the main staircase. The staircase has a simple
newel post and turned-post balustrade. On the staircase landing is one of the
unusual features of the house. It is a window made from half of a church window
reportedly from the first church in Norway that used glass windows. It is a plain
frosted window with a small pane of stained glass at the bottom and an inscription
dated "1700."

The second floor has five rooms and a bathroom off a central hallway. Three of the
rooms were original bedrooms and a maid's room, Two bedrooms on the south side of
the house are still in original condition. The north bedroom was converted into
the living room for an apartment that was made on the second floor in the 1930s.

To the west of this living room is a new bedroom, probably constructed from a
porch or added on to the second story. At the end of the hallway is the kitchen,
once the maid's room. Next to it is the bathroom and the rear staircase.

The house is currently undergoing needed maintenance on its exterior. This includes
painting the white clapboards an attractive green and keeping a white trim color.
Carpentry repair work is also being done. Overall the quality of maintenance on
this home is excellent. It is occupied by the 96-year-old daughter of the second
owner of the house. The "gargoyle house} as it is known in the community, is a
local landmark.
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into town. The current resident of the house is the daughter of Johnson who married
Melvin Teige in 1918. After living for a while in Madison, the Teiges came back

to Stoughton and began a successful oil and gasoline station business. In 1930 they
purchased the Iverson-Johnson house and lived there ever since. Mrs, Claudine Teige,
96 years old, still occupies the house her family has owned since 1905.5

Architectural Significance

The Iverson-Johnson House is a fine and well-preserved example of the late Queen Anne
style as seen in Stoughton. It is distinguished by unusual features not seen on other
Queen Anne houses in the community, which contains a large concentration of simple
Queen Anne houses.

At the time of its comstruction, 1898, the Queen Anne style was still a popular
style in Wisconsin. Although, according to Wisconsin's Cultural Resource Management
Plan, architecture chapter, the Queen Anne style in its later period was less
exuberant and more symmetrical than in its earlier period. Particularly popular on
Queen Anne houses were classical details, and as the early years of the twentieth
century progressed, Queen Anne houses became more and more transitional into the
emerging Colonial Revival style. The Iverson-Johnson House is typical of this
pattern. Its detail is more restrained than on earlier Queen Anne houses, and its
interior features simple classical details., Of particular note, the house has an
interesting front veranda, with its gazebo-like section at the corner being an
outstanding feature. The second story porch at the rear complements the delicately
carved decorations in the gable peaks. But what is particularly distinctive about
this house are its unusual features, the dragon heads, the 0ld church window, ~
and the greenhouse projecting from the rear of the basement. These features, not
seen elsewhere in Stoughton, make this Queen Anne example stand out from the others
in the community.

Aside from its fine architectural details, the house has an outstanding level of
integrity and high level of preservation. The architectural detail is all intact,
including the old speaking tube at the side entrance. The current owner even
apologizes for the replacement of the glass panels on the old greenhouse with fiber-
glass panels, due to vandalism and liability concerns. Best of all are the original
openings that have been maintained and not covered with aluminum storm-screen
windows so often seen on older homes. All of these details contribute to the
overall charm of the house.

Stoughton has an abundant group of Queen Anne houses within the city limits. While
none are particularly outstanding individual examples, together, they indicate
a complete development of the style in the community. Most of the Queen Anne houses
in Stoughton feature a basic square plan with the asymmetry of the style found in
projecting gables, elaborate porches, and stick-work detail. The Ole K. Roe House
(405 8. Fifth St., NRHP) is probably the best Queen Anne house in Stroughton and

one of the few brick residences in the city. Other prominent Queen Anne houses
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include the residencesat 100 S. Van Buren St., 322 Oak St., 117 N, Franklin St.,
and 118 N, Page St., the only other Queen Anne house to feature a gazebo-like
section on the veranda like that of the Iverson-Johnson House. The Iverson-Johnson
House is neither more nor less elaborate than most of Stoughton's other fine Queen
Anne examples. Most likely these other houses would also meet the criteria for
eligibility for the National Register. The Iverson-Johnson House stands out among
the group because of its high level of integrity and the unusual features found no-
where else in the city.

Little is known about the builder, A. E, Ovren. Apparently he constructed = lar
late Queen Anne house at 224 S, Van Buren St., now covered with artificial sidin
with considerable loss of integrity. There are no other houses in Stoughton tha?

are known Ovren-constructed residences. The unusual details of the Iverson-Johnson
House are probably from the mind of its original owner, Dr. Michael Iverson, and

do not necessarily represent the ideas of the builder. However, the fine qualiiy of
construction and attention to detail on the house indicates that Ovren had some

skill as a builder. A more complete uncovering of his works might shed more light

on his significance to the physical development of the community.

’
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Because the Iverson-Johnson House is a fine example of a type or period of
construction, the Queen Anne Style, and because it features unusual details and

a high level of integrity in the community, it meets the eligibility criteria for
the National Register of Historic Places. But even more significantly, as the
famed "gargoyle house" in Stoughton, it stands as an architectural landmark within
the city.

Historical Significance - Health/Medicine - Association with Significant Person

The Iverson-Johnson House is significant for local history because it is the main
historic resource remaining in the community associated with the founder of the
Stoughton Community Hospital, Dr. Michael Iverson. According to Wisconsin's
Cultural Resource Management Plan, the development of community hospitals in the
early twentieth century was a significant event in the history of health services
in Wisconsin. The plan indicates that before 1900 there were few hospitals of

any kind in the state. Hospitals increased dramatically during the twentieth
century, as medical science made surgery common and many severe illnesses treatable.
Of particular note was the development of community hospitals, meant to serve the
entire community. Often,cgmmunity hospitals were affiliated with religious orders,
but were public in nature,

The development of the Stoughton Community Hospital was typical of the development
of these hospitals in the state. It began with the medical career of Dr. Michael
Iverson., Iverson was born in 1861 near Bergen, Norway. After a classical
education, Iverson studied medicine with scme of the noted physicians of Germany
between 1886 and 1889. He returned to Norway and graduated with a medical degree
from the Royal University at Christiana in 1890. He came to America in 189! and

settled in Stoughton, He established a successful practice, being
particularly noted for eye and ear problems.and surgery.
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In 1898 Iverson built the impressive Queen Anne house at 327 E. Washington St. The
house reflected Iverson's personality and love of his native land. The dragon heads,
said to be a good luck charm, were prominent on his residence, and the old church
window added to the house represented his appreciation of his heritage. The green-
house also represented his outside interest in gardening year around. In 1904 he
determined that his surgical practice could improve with the establishment of a
hospital. He established such a facility in the old Stoughton Academy and named it
the Scandinavian-American Hospital, reflecting the dominance of Norwegians in the
~community. Also known as the Stoughton Surgical Hospital, the facility was equipped
with the most modern medical furnishings. In the basement was the kitchen, dining
room, laundry and bathrooms. The first floor had wards and offices. The second floor
had special eye disease wards, children's ward, and an operating room. The hospital
had a capacity of 60 patients. Iverson moved his family to the hospital in 1905.

In 1925, Iverson's health began to fail and he sold the hospital to the Stoughton
Hospital Association. An addition was added to the old building in 1939, but the
0ld structure was demolished in 1956 and replaced with a modern building, added to
in 1974. Iverson died in 1929 and was lauded for his service to the community.

The establishment of a hospital in a community was a significant historical event and
the persons respansible are significant to the history of the community. If the old
hospital building that was taken over by Iverson still existed it would be the most
significant resource associated with him in the community and would best represent
this historical event. However, it does not exist, and Iverson's house, where he
lived when he founded the hospital, is the best remaining resource in the community
that represents Iverson's distinguished medical career. Because of the house's fine

level of preservation, it has almost the identical appearance it did when Iverson
built it. .

The hospital that Iverson founded grew into the Stoughton Community Hospital, one
of the most important health resources in the city today. In fact, the Stoughton
Hospital is the only hospital in Dane County outside of the city of Madison. It
serves the city and surrounding area, providing a high level of health care to
Dane County residents. It exists in large part because of Michael Iverson, whose
memory is still alive today in his house at 327 E. Washington St,

Notes:

Lstoughton Courier, 1 April 1898, p. 5; 21 October 1898, p. 5.

°Tbid.

3Ibid.; "Gargoyle House" Unique in Design and History," Stoughton Courier Hub,
15 May 1986, SEc. 2, p. 18.

uEric Neuwirth, "Dr. Iverson to Enter hall of Fame," Stoughton Courier Hub,
14 May 1987, Sec. 1, p. 3, 8: :
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5"Gargoyle House," p. 18.

Barbara Wyatt, ed., Cultural Resource Management in Wisconsin, Vol. 3,

Madison: State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1986, pp. Social and Political
Movements 6-1--6-U4,

7Neuwirth, P. 3.

8Ibid., p. 3 and 8,
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Property Owners:

Official Owner: Peter N. and Barbara K. Teige, Trustees
566 Sand Hill Circle
Menlo Park, CA 94025

Local owner: Mrs. Claudine Teige
327 E. Washington St.
Stoughton, WI 53589

Also Notify: Mrs. Chris Owens
Stoughton Landmarks Commission
511 S, Page St.
Stoughton, WI 53589




