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\7. DESCRIPTION
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CONDITION
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if knoivh® PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Sabbath Day House property conprises about an acre of land at the top
of Billerica Hill near thecenter of town. The house i sa small, one and
one half story, pitched roof building i nthestyle commonly called

"Cape Cod". Additions totheoriginal structure include east and west
wings as well as a long, two story el projecting fromtherear or north
wal |l of theoriginal house. Al exterior walls are sheathed i n clapboards.

The original structure, i.e. thepresent central section, rests on a rough
quarried granite foundation and i sfive bays wide with a central entrance,
dormers, and a prominent center chimey. |t was built circa 1765 and

survived without noticeable alterations until thelate nineteenth century.
At that time a door was added t ot heeast side of t hehouse, thus balanc-
ing theoriginal main doorway on t hewest side. Both of these were
superceded by t hepresent center entrance, added i ntheearlytwentieth
century. Oher alterations i ntheearly 1900's included t headdition of
two dormer windows tothesouth slope of thecenter section roof, the
removal of t hesnmall-paned eighteenth century windows and their replace-
ment with t hepresent single pane sashes, and t hetaking down of the
original center chimmey (it has. since been reconstructed). | n 1924 another
extensive remodelling created t hewest wing, which termnates i nalarge,
exterior, field-stone chimey; theeast wing, containingthegarage; and
a large two story ell, providing four-.additional roons.

The interior i slowstudded and was originally very sinple, with two roons
on each floor. The simplicity of theoriginal layout i sstill evident
despite themany alterations that have taken place i ntwo hundred vyears

of continuous use. Sone of theoriginal, exposed support posts survive on
the first floor i nthepresent day living room and original plasterwork
occurs i nthesecond floor roons just above this. The eighteenth century
roof framng i sstill intact,jand thelarge, hewn beans, sone still
bark-covered, can be seen i ntheattic story.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sabbath Day House i s an unusual and rare survival frompre-Revolution-

ary days and i san i mportant docunment of t hecustons and life-style of
New England townspeople at that time.

In thecolonial New England town, thechurch exercised great influence
over thepeople. | none way or another i ttouched alnmost all aspects of

cjaily living, and nmany town governments had strong theocratic inclinations,

in nost comonunities, unless one attended church regularly, he was denied
many civil rights including theright tovote i ntown nmeetings. | twas
therefore very important that all townspeople attend Sunday worship.

The Sabbath Day services could last all day with meetings being heldi n

the morning and t he afternoon. Since many houses and farns were far from

the town center where t heneetinghouse was located, travel t oand from
services twice i na day was often times impossible; yet attendence was
H andatory for a parisrioner.in good standing. it was with a viewof
elimnating this difficulty that Billerica church menbers, John Patten,
John Bal dwi n, Reuben Kendel |, Jesse Manning, Lt. WIliam Manning, and
Thonmas Danforth leased for fifty years thel ot of |and on Andover St.
bel onging t oDavid Osgood, and there built the Sabbath Day House "f or
the purpose of convening their families on Sunday noon." From 1768
to 1818 i t served as a place for parisKoners t ocone and warm thensel ves
and enjoy food and conpany after sitting i ntheunheated meeting house
for atypical three tofive hour sermon. Townspeople also enjoyed this
once-a week opportunity t onmeet with one another and exchange news.

Followihg t heafternoon meeting, those who lived nearby would return hone,
and i fitwas a late sernmon or an especially cold night, distant visitors

m ght stay until norning.

At thetermnation of thelease, i n1818, one of theoriginal proprietors,
Theophi l us Manni ng, bought t hehouse and converted i t toprivate use. | t

is still owned by a collateral descendant. The house was once againim
portant i nthereligious life of thecomunity i nthefirst half of the
twentieth century, when i t was t he hone of t heRev. J. Harold Dale,

wel | known local figure, and minister of theFirst Congregational Church,

next door t othehouse, from 1903-1953.
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The earliest picture taken of
Sbbath  Day the
ortglul Cgpe Cod structure. In the
background, visible, may be
*een » wdl houag, wood ihed, bam,
and even astray chicken.

The first entrance was on the
wedt aide. Later, when the building
wes usd as a two family house a
door was added on tbe east, and
still later, the front door In front,
even inthe oldest picture, are two
Pasan lilacs and cedar trees
which are still there today

CoDvanirK On Sundays

The "Sabbeth Day House ™. or
"Sebba Day House' as it wes often
called, was built between theyears
157 and 1783 The will of David
Ogyood, dated Jdune 1S, 1757. gave
the land to hiswife. Sarah, 'to put
a house on for her occupance. The
executor's desd conveying the land
to the widow. Sarah. April 26. 17683
included the following: " Reserving
theliberty for John Baldwin. John
Patten and others their Sabbeth
Day House s it now sands under
the same redtrictions which they
were under by their lease of said
housg'. The leese was for fifty
yearsto March 10, 1818 for the pur-
pose of convening families driving
from a digance on Sundays After
David Oggoad died, Sarah lived on
in the house as housekeeper.

Cold Siadays and Foot soves

There ssamed to be no dter-
native in the early days but to a-
tend church on Sundays or dse be

. ogtracised s being sacriligious. A

man. ugless he atended church

" regularly, could not have the rights

—

of a voter and was detained from
the sacraments.

Churches in those days were
without heat, doubtless because of
the danger from fire. and. as a
meens of overcoming the difficul-
ty, small foot-stoves were brought
into us

The latter articles were gpen to
improvement but served in a
mesaure to lessen the trials of a
two or three hours say in church

Jwith the mercury hovering around

zero. Wood-oods were placed in

| these foot-goves and the person

using same placed hisfoot thereon.
Usad Sunday Noons

It was customary to hold ser-
vicesin the morning and afternoon.
Sare paishioners hed to travel
nearly ten milesto attend services,
ad it was with aview of avoiding
the trip home for lunch that ug-
geted the building of a housein
which to gpad the intervening
time between the services.

Accordingly, the Scbbath Day
House was built by John Patten,
John Baddwin, Reubin Kendall,
Jese Manning. Lt. William Man
ning, and Thomas Danforth. These
family names were found aso
listed on the "Sitting List' of the
Mesting House s of 1736 Thedate
generdly accepted for the con-
gtruction of thebuilding is 1785

BILLERICA MINUrr

The Sabbath Day Hous'

a functional

OB AogMI 140f tUt year the Sabteth Day
HoBss an hiitmcal retdeace at 2t Andover
Road, wai entered as a Nationa Higoric
Place In the Department & tke laterior'i Na-
tional Park Service Regiger (of Hidoric
Ptoces) in WasUngtoa. D.C.

The preparation wark required for the en-
tering d a dte in lhe National Regiger is
monumental.

history

Mr. and Mrs. Sydney Abbot, the rest;!
the Sabbath Day Honse, spert many bo
tailing the historica dgniflcaacc a
pearance of the edifice.

Fadlowing is the report snbmitted
Sabbath Day House with snpplem’
research and writing done by Mrs. Cur
Abbat. Her undaunted perdgence »
parent love for this tomn makesthiss
unusual, functional higtory.






g/larg bgﬁrolyn T. Abbat

Day House
20 Andowv” Roed cr 51
BiU" ea, Massachusts G121

Dear Mrs Abbatt

Thank you for your letter of Sgptember ?i, 1982, expressng interest in a preservation
easement tor the permanent protection of vatir Sabbath Dav Home 20 Andover Road,
Billerica, Middlesex County, M assachusetts which wasliged in the National Regiger of
Higoric Places an Karch 17, 1973

The prooedures for protecting this historic house through an ea™ ment aregpla’ned In
the endosad article, " Aow to Qualify Higoric Properties Unda the New Federal Law
Affecting Easeraaits” Yau will natethat the property oving donates ar contributes the
easamant to alocal government unit @* to a non-prdfit historic presrvation o
congvation <M. Such an eesament spdls aut the conditions unda which the propety
mug be used and givesthe eesament hdder authority to enforce tlie eesament tearms

The preservation organizations in Massachusdtts that accept eesamentsarelisted o
pare 16 of the endossd boc*:le, " Directory of 1ligOTic Preservatitm Easement
Organizations”

Thank you for your interest in the hisoric presarvation progransd the National Park
Service. Please let usknow if you ned further infOTmatiofi.

Sincerdy,

Sard D. Shull (Sgd)

Card D. Shull
Chief of Regidration
National Regiger o flistorie Places

Endoaures
bcc: Mrs Patricia Wdowski, SHPO, M assachusdts

cC: 710
I Mid-Atlantic Regional Office
FNP:J Vosbourgh:iw:272-35n4:104-82

BASC FILE RETIANED IN NR
Sys8nomy#3095



