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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cockrum House is an Italian Villa style structure constructed in 1876. 
brick structure is located on Oak Street in Oakland City.

The two story

The two story main block is square with a one story rectangular section on the north side 
and a three story square tower attached at a 45 degree angle to the southwest corner. 
The tower and main block have hip roofs while the rear section has a gable roof. The main 
block has a large central chimney, and the rear portion has two smaller chimneys.

The main block of the structure has two windows on each floor of each side except the north 
These are double-hung windows with two over two lights, limestone sills, and brick segmen- 
tal arches with corbelling which suggests dentils. The exceptions to this window style are 
double, round-arched windows set in recessed panels on the third level of the tower and 
the small square windows on the north side and above the main entrance in the tower. This 
later window seems to have been altered, perhaps when the porches were added. The main 
entrance has a rectangular transom inscribed with "W.M. Cockrum."

The Italian Villa style is indicated by the square tower, round and segmental arched 
windows, and boxed cornice with dentils and double brackets.

In the late nineteenth century a one-story open porch with wooden pillars was added to the 
south and east sides. A porch was also added to the west side of the rear section. In 
recent years the wooden pillars were replaced with iron decorative supports. Earlier in 
this century, the west porch was enclosed so that the exterior now has French doors and 
casement windows.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The William Cockrum House is important for its architecture and historical associations. 
The structure is important locally as a representative of the Italian Villa style of archi 
tecture. The fact that the tower is attached at an angle to the main block makes the 
Cockrum House unusual. According to family tradition, Cockrum designed the structure, usinc 
pattern books as a guide. The treatment of the tower, the brick corbelling over the win 
dows, and central chimney lends credence to this account since the style seems to have 
vernacular touches.

The Cockrum family was very important to the development of Oakland City. James W. Cockrum 
migrated to Gibson County, Indiana, from North Carolina in 1816. The elder Cockrum and 
Warrick Hargrove platted Oakland City in 1856. Cockrum was involved in the cotton trade, 
owned several steamboats and a number of flatboats, and farmed. In addition to his success 
ful business activities, Cockrum and his sons championed a number of causes. They were 
active in the anti-slavery Underground Railroad, maintaining a stop at their farm and 
participating in raids against slave catchers. More than a half a century later William 
Cockrum recorded his experiences in The Underground Railroad.

Another cause which the Cockrums 1 promoted was education for all people. They helped to 
found Oakland City College and donated generously to it. The Cockrum family also was 
noted for their opposition to the liquor interests; they were able to keep Oakland City 
dry until 1881.

William B. Cockrum was born in 1837 and joined his brother as a partner in a mercantile 
concern that dealt primarily in pork and leaf tobacco. With the coming of the Civil War 
in 1861, he joined the 42nd Regiment of the Indiana Volunteer Infantry and rose to the rank 
of Lieutenant Colonel. After being severely wounded during the Battle of Chikamauga, he 
was captured and held several Ninths in Libby Prison until released in a prisoner exchanged 
After the war he was the chairman of the commission which was formed to preserve the 
Chickamauga Battlefield as a national park.

In the decades after the war, Colonel Cockrum turned to farming and manufacturing barrel 
stoves while retaining his interest in humanitarian causes. The existing Cockrum House 
was constructed in 1876 to replace a frame residence which was burned in 1875 by people 
who favored bringing saloons to Oakland City. When Cockrum died in 1924, he left the 
house to his children in a life estate, and in 1960 when his last daughter died, the struc 
ture was given to Oakland City College. Since 1960 it has been used as the Music and Fine 
Arts Building.

The Cockrum House is significant for its vernacular representation of the Italian Villa 

style of architecture and for its historical associations with Colonel William Cockrum.
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