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1. Name of Property 
historic name Framingham Centre Lommon His tor ic u i s t r i c t 
other names/site number 

2. Location 
street & number Roughly centered on Framingham Centre Common 
city, town Framingham 
state Massachusetts code MA county Middlesex 

NK A| not (or publication  
Nt;^ vicinity 

zip code 01 code 7U1 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
i n private 
fXl public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
I I buildlng(s) 
n?l district 
I I site 
I I structure 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

46 
Noncontributing 

24 buildings 
0 sites 
0 

56 24 

. structures 

. objects 
Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0 

4. State/Federai Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the prop meets, • does noVTTieet the National Register criteria. See continuation sha 

\V^^Li Kwr^v. nslm^, • • . fpq^d 
Signature of certifying ^fficiaX t x e c t ^ Ve D i ' r eC tOr , 
State Historic.Preservation Officer 

rtc ^^^issa H is tor ica l Commi§| 

tion sheet. 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. Nationai Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

l^entered in the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 
Register. • ] See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register. 
O other, (explain:) 

7 Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Framingham Centre Common H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Framingham, Massachusetts 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from Instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domest ic /S ing le d w e l l i n g ; Secondary Domest ic /S ing le d w e l l i n g ; Secondary 
S t r u t u r e S t r u c t u r e 

Commerce/Trade/Fi nanci al i n s t i t u t i o n Funerary/Cemetery 
Government/City Hal l : -; Commerce/Trade/Specialty Store 
Educat ion /Schoo l ; L i b r a r y F inanc ia l i n s t i t u t i o n 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification ., .. Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

No S t y l e ' foundation Stone; g r a n i t e 
Mid-19th Century/Greek R e v i v a l ; walls Wood; Weatherboard; board 
Gothic Revival and b a t t e n ; Limestone; Stone 
Co lon ia l /Georg ian roof Asbestos; S l a t e , Copper 
Ear ly Republ ic /Federa l other 
Late V i c t o r i a n / H i g h V i c t o r i a n Go th i c ; 

I t a l i a n a t e ; Richardsonian Romanesque 
Describe present and historic physical appearance. . . . . . 

Framingham Centre Common Historic District is located north of Route 9 in the 
approximate center of Framingham, Massachusetts. Encompassing approximately 
98 acres, i t is composed of the Centre Common, the residential and 
institutional area surrounding i t , and a small commercial area on its southern 
boundary. Throughout much of the 18th and 19th centuries, this area was the 
religious, civic, and commercial focus of Framingham. I t retains the scale, 
visual harmony, and concentration of uses typical of organic New England 
planning. 

The district lies at the intersection of several roads: the north-south Union 
Avenue/Main Street/Edgel 1 Road and the east-west Pleasant Street/Worcester 
Turnpike (Route 9)/Salem End Road. The site can be characterized as river 
valley land lying just to the north of the steep drumlin of Bare Hill, east of 
a deep bend in the Sudbury River and south of the lowlands now occupied by 
Edgell Grove Cemetery. ,, , , 

Despite much change in its configuration and in the buildings gathered around 
it, Framingham Centre Common retains its characteristic New England green open 
space, dominated by tall church steeples and surrounded by white frame houses 
and important civic and institutional buildings. The conmercial area along 
Worcester Road on the south border of the district, once intermixed with 
housing, is now entirely commercial at street level. This use has spread 
north along Edgell Road to the Common, replacing several important houses and 
nineteenth century business buildings. • 

Most of the buildings in the district were erected during the 19th and early 
20th centuries. They display a range of 19th century styles, including high 
style and vernacular examples. Built in the Georgian, Federal, Greek and 
Gothic Revival, Italianate and High Victorian Gothic styles, many have been 
altered by architects in the 20th century with Neo-Colonial detailing and 
additions.^ Much of the new building in the district repeats this interest 
in colonial imagery. 

The majority of the structures are of frame construction, although most of the 
civic and religious buildings are masonry. The district has retained its 
character and scale, chiefly through a deceleration of expansion in the second 

nri See continuation sheet 
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Historic Functions 

Landscape/Common; Street furniture 
Recreation/Work of Art ; Monument/Marker 
Funerary/ cemetery 
Religion/Religious Structure; Church-related residence 

Current Functions 

Recreation and Culture/ Museum; Work of Art ; Monument/Marker 
Education/School; Library 
Religion/Religious Structure; Church-related residence 
Landscape/Common; Street Furniture 

Architecture 

Late Victorian/Renaissance Revival 
Late 19th & 20th century Revivals/Colonial Revival 
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half of the 19th century and the addition of 20th century buildings in 
Colonial Revival and Neo-Colonial styles. Most of the buildings are in good 
repair. Contributing elements of the district include 46 buildings, 4 
structures, 2 sites and 4 objects.2 Noncontributing resources are defined 
as those less than 50 years of age or altered so that architectural integrity 
has been lost. 

The street pattern, which is unaltered around the Common from its completion 
in the 1850s, was drastically altered at its south border. The Worcester 
Turnpike was widened for the Boston and Worcester trolley system in 1911, 
widened as Route 9 in the 1930s and again in 1968 when i t was also depressed. 
The last alteration demolished the original High Street, the buildings along 
the south side of Worcester Road from Church Green to Edgell Road and Central 
Square. A remnant of the commercial district remains at the south border of 
the district. 

The Town of Framingham built and demolished a large number of buildings for 
civic, social service, and educational use in or around the open space. Of 
the 13 buildings i t erected and one i t reused between 1735 and 1963 (including 
a library just outside the dist r i c t ) , five remain although one has been moved 
within the district. Two religious institutions also reused their sites to 
construct new buildings. A high proportion of the major buildings in the 
district constructed before 1935, roughly 15%, have been moved and 36% 
recycled for new uses.3 Additionally, 11 buildings, or about 31X of these 
buildings, were remodeled before 1916. 

Following are brief descriptions of key and representative buildings listed 
according to original use and chronologically (with map numbers): 

Civic and Ecclesiastical 

The Framingham Centre district is built principally around the Centre Common, 
(#1) with the Common as its most prominent feature. Set aside in 1735 as 
grazing land and the site of a meetinghouse and training field, the Common has 
undergone dramatic changes in the 2 1/2 centuries of its existence. Today, 
the Common is a grassy, U-shaped open space defined by Vernon Street on the 
west and north, Edgell Road on the east, and Oak Street on the south. Maples 
are scattered around the perimeter and a flagpole is placed in the approximate 
center. Low bushes surround the Village Hall and a small parking lot is 
located at the south end of the Common. In addition to the open U, a thin 
strip of Common extends on the east side of Edgell Road from just south of 
Auburn Street to the beginning of Central Street. (Photo #1) 

Only one building now sits directly on the Common, the Village Hall (#2). 

(continued) 
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B u i l t i n 1834 by Dexter Esty and designed by Solomon Wi l lard and Dexter 
Hemenway, the c r i sp , white Greek Revival structure housed the town's 
government un t i l 1895. The two-story, clapboard temple form structure has 
co lossal , unf luted Doric-columned porticoes with flushboarded pediments on the 
east and west e levat ions. Both elevations are a r t i cu la ted by p i l as te rs : on 
the east, o r ig ina l entry facade, doors with simple archi t rave surrounds occupy 
the f i r s t and t h i r d bays. The western elevat ion contains one center door with 
a f o u r - l i g h t transom, probably inserted in 1910-1911. The north por t ico , 
nearly rep l i ca t ing the o r i g i n a l s , was added by Charles M. Baker during a 1907 
remodeling and restorat ion of the bu i ld ing . (Photo #2) 

The Old Framingham Academy (#18) s i t s on the s i te of the Brick School House 
(1792-1837). This small Greek Revival temple-front bui ld ing was erected in 
1837 as a pr ivate school. The random-coursed, rubble masonry i s set o f f by 
ashlar-cut granite foundations, quoins, s i l l s , and l i n t e l s and so f t green 
shut ters. The rectangular plan r ises two s to r i es ; i t s three-bay facade is 
dist inguished by a port ico whose four colossal Doric columns, of the same f ine 
masonry, support a wooden entablature and pediment. Like that of the Vi l lage 
H a l l , the two or ig ina l doors of the west-facing facade flank a central 
window. The well-preserved bui ld ing is now used as a museum by the Framingham 
His tor ica l Society. (Photo #3) 

The Gordon Bui lding (#Y50) was b u i l t as the Framingham High School in 1857 on 
the s i te of the Jonathan Maynard School (#17). The rectangular structure is 
two stor ies high and enclosed by a hip roof . Or ig ina l ly I t a l i ana te , i t was 
substant ia l ly remodeled ca. 1890 in the Colonial Revival s ty le and expanded 
with paired wings and a central gabled dormer. The or ig ina l structure minus 
the wings was moved to i t s present s i te in 1916. The wood frame structure i s 
now clad in aluminum s id ing . Facade fenestrat ion and the central door 
surround were inappropr iate ly a l tered ca. 1950-1960 in the Neo-Colonial 
s t y l e . Because of the severi ty of a l t e ra t i ons , the bui ld ing no longer retains 
arch i tectura l i n t e g r i t y . (Photo #3) 

Edgell Grove Cemetery (#19) encompasses about 60 acres. The wooded, h i l l y 
area i s crossed by a brook and wetlands and is bordered on the south by a low 
stone w a l l . Gravel roadways curve around the h i l l ocks and val leys in the 
Romantic manner. The cemetery i s entered at the southeast side by a pair of 
High Vic tor ian Gothic gateposts (#19.6) (1879) by Alexander Rice Esty. 
Inmediately behind them i s a Renaissance Revival , cast - i ron planter (#19.5). 

The Richardsonian Romanesque Edgell Memorial Chapel (#19.1) i s s i tuated o f f 
Chapel Road in the cemetery near Grove Street . Designed by Frank Hurd in 
1885, the unaltered bui ld ing is in excel lent condi t ion. The l i g h t , 
rock-faced, random-laid ashlar granite bu i ld ing i s one story high and T-shaped 
in plan. A two-story tower capped by a bel l cast hip roof i s located at the 
juncture of the two gabled por t ions. A round chancel projects on the west 
e levat ion. 

(continued) 
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The square openings forming the entrance of the tower, window and lunet te 
surrounds, and stringcourses at foundation, s i l l , and l i n t e l levels are 
a r t i cu la ted with rock-faced brownstone. Round arches over the porch openings 
are f i l l e d with f o l i a ted ter racot ta panels. The var iety of mater ia ls , 
including polychrome slate roof , stained glass, ter racot ta panels, and copper 
weathervane, and the fenest ra t ion , including a Pal ladian, roundheaded example 
on the east e levat ion , create a complex composition wi th in a compact plan. 
The r i ch l y detai led i n t e r i o r appears to have been reta ined. 

The Well House (#19.3) (1863) i s an open, octagonal, wood frame structure 
composed of Tudor arches between chamfered p i l l a r s . A lowstanding seam roof 
repl icates the o r i g i n a l . 

The Memorial Library (#3) (erected 1872 with 1887 addi t ion) was designed by W. 
Frank Hurd and Wil l iam A. Rice. Constructed of ashlar cut and random-coursed 
local yel low gran i te , the High Victor ian Gothic structure is dominated by a 
steep polychrome slate hip roof and by the smaller, pyramidal roofs of the 
shallow corner pavi l ions f lank ing the high center-entry gable. Water tab le , 
str ingcourse, window and door surrounds, and quoins are executed in grey 
gran i te . The 1872 statue of the C iv i l War sold ier (#3.1) on a granite stand 
on the f ron t lawn i s by Martin Mil more. (Photo #5) 

The Jonathan Maynard School (#17) was erected in 1916 and designed by Charles 
M. Baker in the Neo-Georgian s t y l e . The two-story br ick structure has a 
nine-bay center block with a pedimented central door surround and lower 
wings. A cupola, now remodeled, crowns the gambrel roof enclosed by paired 
end-wall chimneys. The school was renovated as an o f f i c e bui ld ing in 1984 
using rehab i l i t a t i on standards of the Secretary of the I n t e r i o r . (Photo #3) 

The two Neo-Colonial br ick churches at the north end serve as focal points for 
the Common and the community. Their generous s i tes and height help to define 
the open space on a public scale. The F i r s t Parish Church (#23) by Charles M. 
Baker was b u i l t in 1926 as the t h i r d structure on the s i t e . The red brick 
structure is entered through a Corinthian port ico and square tower, which 
r ises in three stages to a slender steeple. The Plymouth Church (#Q38) was 
b u i l t in 1968 and designed by Arland A. Dirlam. Sim1Iar in design and 
materials to the F i r s t Parish Church, i t replaced a Greek Revival frame 
structure b u i l t in 1830 and remodeled in 1848 and 1869 in the Gothic Revival 
s t y l e . (Photo #s 1 and 11) 

The one-story F i r s t Parish House (#124), b u i l t in 1959 fo r the F i r s t Parish 
church, i s the l a s t of three Neo-Colonial structures replacing ea r l i e r 
structures on the i r l o t s . The remains of the famous Wallace Nutting Gardens 
which once surrounded Nut t ing 's I t a l i ana te -s t y l e house are in evidence behind 
the parish house. 

(continued) 
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Residential 

Recycled for commercial use, the bui ld ing at 945 Worcester Road (#9) was 
probably b u i l t as a house ca. 1750-1800. Two and a hal f s tor ies high under a 
low pi tched, end-gable roof , i t s long side of f i ve bays and center entrance is 
asymmetrically organized. Remaining Georgian features are the compact shape, 
p ro jec t ing , pegged window cases of the second story and eastern end, and three 
high, oddly placed second-floor 6/6 windows. The western end of the facade 
was remodeled in the Greek Revival per iod: the door surround features 
p i las ters supporting an entablature with pro ject ing cornice and an architrave 
surround with p la in cornerblocks. Greek Revival window surrounds of the f i r s t 
f l oo r repeat the corner block mot i f . (Photo #6) 

Mrs. Gordon's House (#20) i s probably the structure b u i l t in 1822 as Academy 
House for the Academy p r e c e p t o r . I t appears to have been moved to i t s 
present s i t e in 1857. Presently, t h i s 2 1/2-story, f ive-bay, end-gable house 
has two rear wall chimneys. Antiquarian Wallace Nut t ing, who remodeled the 
house in 1912, may have been responsible fo r the Neo-Georgian entry and other 
d e t a i l s . The eaves of the low-pitched roof are framed with short returns and 
kept close to the bu i ld ing envelope. 

The Federal-style Captain E l ipha le t Wheeler House (#16) of 1818 i s also 2 1/2 
stor ies with an end gable roof : the door i s centered on the generous f ive-bay, 
south-facing facade. A unique door surround i s composed of low p i las ters wit l i 
very t a l l capi ta ls f lanking ha l f - length s ide l i gh ts : above the door, a deep, 
e l l i p t i c a l molding out l ines a fan shape, possibly a f i l l e d l i g h t . The f ron t 
porch i s probably a l a te r add i t ion . 

Other Federal houses were l a te r a l tered to conform with current s t y l i s t i c 
ideals . Among the f i r s t such a l te ra t ions i n the d i s t r i c t and cer ta in ly the 
most notable is the Dr. Simon Whitney House (#46) (Photo #7) , designed and 
b u i l t i n 1826 by local master bui lder Dexter Esty. Moved and set far back on 
i t s l o t , the 2 1/2-story clapboard structure is presently s i ted to display 
both the or ig ina l Federal, end-gable, center entrance form with paired 
i n t e r i o r chimneys and i t s Greek Revival a l t e ra t i on as a temple f ron t with 
colossal Doric por t i co . Windows of the new (west) facade were lengthened. 
Remodeled again when i t was moved in 1916 by Frank Choutear Brown, a second 
port ico at i t s east end and balconies on both port icos were inser ted. In a 
t h i r d a l te ra t ion in 1950, a Neo-Adam door surround with leaded glass fan was 
ins ta l l ed by George Marlowe. 

Two Federal houses, the White/Train House (#37) of ca. 1830 and the 
Hemenway/Stevens House (#29) of ca. 1820-1831 , were remodeled in the 
Neo-Colonial s t y le . A t h i r d , the Boynton House (#39) of 1825, was probably 
a l tered at the same t ime. 

(continued) 
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The Gothic Revival Nancy Jennings House (#25) was b u i l t about 1840. The 
one-story, end gable, single p i l e and e l l clapboard cottage i s notable for the 
Gothic pointed b l ind fans over the four windows f lanking the central door, two 
in each of the gable f i e l d s , and over the e l l fenest ra t ion. The porches and 
door surround are twentieth century addi t ions. (Photo #8) 

The 1 1/2-story John Clark House (#4) , across the s t reet from the Town Ha l l , 
was b u i l t ca. 1859-1860 by then Framingham Postmaster John Clark. S t r i k ing 
Gothic Revival elements are the steeply pitched gable roof and dormers edged 
in j ig-sawn bargeboards and pointed arched windows of the upper s tory. 
I ta l iana te moti fs include an entry porch with round and e l l i p t i c a l arches 
supporting the central gable and cornice-headed l i n t e l s of f i r s t f l oo r windows. 

Alexander Rice Esty designed the h igh-sty le I ta l i ana te Francis Jaques House 
(#26) ca. 1851 for the Cashier (Treasurer) of the Framingham Bank. Set behind 
a low granite w a l l , the house is L-shaped in plan and r ises 2 1/2 s tor ies to a 
low hip roof . Eyebrow windows at the a t t i c story are set in a wide f r ieze 
beneath the deep cornice. A stringcourse a r t i cu la tes the clapboard ex te r io r . 
The elaborate f ive-s ided port ico of the center entrance culminates in a low 
balustrade. Second-story windows have deep cornice l i n t e l s . A sunporch on 
the facade is a 20th century add i t ion . (Photo #9) 

The house at 9 Vernon Street (#12) was b u i l t ca. 1851-1856. L-shaped in plan, 
2 1/2 s tor ies h igh, the gable roof i s supported on a cornice with paired 
brackets. An ornate bracketed entry porch occupies the corner of the L. 
Roundheaded windows in the gable f i e l d s l i g h t the a t t i c s tory . Recently 
i ns ta l l ed v inyl s iding has not obscured the I ta l i ana te d e t a i l i n g . 

6 Vernon Street (#13), b u i l t about 1850, i s a 2 1/2-story house with a f ron t 
gable roof supported on a cornice with paired brackets. The s ide-hal l plan, 
wide cornerboards, and bracketed f ron t porch are I ta l i ana te features found 
south of the Common. 

The J . J . Marshall House (#36) was b u i l t before 1850. This 2 1/2-story, f ron t 
gable I ta l iana te house i s only two bays wide. I t has a side hal l plan and 
door surround with f u l l - l e n g t h s ide l i gh ts . Enrichments include a stock 
scrol led door hood and label l i n t e l s . The roof , framed with exposed pu r l i ns , 
appears to have been a l tered in the early 20th century. I t also covers an 
attached barn. 

I^ajor General Gordon's House (#27) was b u i l t about 1834 as a s ide-hal l temple 
f r o n t , but a late 19th or early 20th century remodeling in the Colonial 
Revival s ty le now hides both or ig ina l features and la te r addi t ions. Probably 
raised on new, h igh. Arts and Cra f ts -s ty le f ie ldstone foundations, the 
por t i co , fenest ra t ion , and possibly door surround have been reworked. 

(continued) 
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The Major General G. H. Gordon Barn (#34) was probably b u i l t ca. 1900 and 
o r i g i n a l l y oriented north toward the house. The two-story Shingle s ty le 
structure has a gambrel roof with wide gabled extensions and a cupola with 
weathervane. Af ter an adaptive reuse as a family dwel l ing by Richard D. Cote 
in the 1950s, the entry was placed on the south e levat ion. Original 
second-floor fenest ra t ion , inc luding a t r i p l e window with arched crown on the 
north e levat ion, was reta ined. 

Local a rch i tec t Charles M. Baker was responsible fo r a number of Neo-Colonial, 
Neo-Georgian, and Neo-Adam a l te ra t ions of Federal houses in the d i s t r i c t , as 
well as two of i t s major bu i ld ings. He remodeled the Hemenway/Stevens House 
(#29), b u i l t ca. 1807-1831, in 1907. Baker changed the facade openings of the 
2 1/2-story clapboard house, and added the del icate Neo-Georgian exter ior t r im 
and attenuated semi-c i rcular entry por t i co . Now three bays long with a center 
entrance, the bui ld ing was o r i g i na l l y f i ve bays. (Photo #10) 

Also in 1907, Baker undertook the Neo-Colonial remodeling of his own home, the 
former E. Cloyes House (#30) b u i l t p r io r to 1832. He doubled the depth of the 
three-bay, s i ng l e -p i l e , center-entrance house, ra is ing the end gable roof to 
cover i t , and added the entry pav i l ion .5 Baker was also responsible fo r the 
demolit ion of the western ha l f of the Tarbox House (#31) in 1923. Bu i l t in 
1836 as an indus t r ia l structure and remodeled in 1839 as a residence, the 
remaining ha l f of the 2 1/2-story gable-end Tarbox House i s now Neo-Colonial. 
(Photo #10) 

Baker may also have been responsible for the remodeling of the Otis Boynton 
House (#39). The house was b u i l t i n 1825, probably as a 2 1/2 s tory , 
f ive-bay, center-hal l s t ruc ture . ( I t looks t h i s way in a view of the Conmon 
of 1839.) The r i ch l y deta i led Adamesque de ta i l i ng enriching the house could 
be o r i g i n a l , with moldings rep l icated for the sunporch on the east e levat ion, 
or they may have been designed by Baker. (Photo #11) 

Commercial 

The Esty Block (or Wight's Block) (#7) , b u i l t p r io r to 1850, is a prominent 
commercial bu i ld ing on Worcester Road. This large structure and others along 
Worcester Road screen the Common from the heavy t r a f f i c on Route 9. I t was 
probably remodeled to i t s present I ta l i ana te appearance by the arch i tec t 
Alexander Esty, owner of the structure in the 1870s and 1880s. This 
nine-bay-wide, two-story commercial block has a low hip roof supported by 
heavy brackets placed over the second-story windows. The f i r s t f l oo r 
storefronts are cur rent ly Neo-Colonial, and the clapboard bui ld ing has been 
sheathed in v inyl s id ing . 

The present Framingham Bank (#47) is composed of a center pav i l ion formed by 

(continued) 
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the original Framingham Bank, an 1833 brick structure probably by Dexter 
Esty,^ and wings added in 1970 when the bank building was moved from its 
original site on High Street across the Worcester Turnpike to the present 
location. The Framingham Bank was a small, 1 1/2-story temple-front structure 
with four Doric columns supporting an entablature and pediment. The original 
columns have been replaced by fluted columns on bases. In 1982, the central 
entrance of the original bank was removed and replaced with a window. 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Description 

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded in the district, i t is 
likely that sites are present. Four prehistoric sites have been recorded in 
the general area (within one mile) and at least one prehistoric artifact, an 
effigy pipe, was found while excavating for a modern grave in the Hingham 
Cemetery located within the district. The physical characteristics of the 
property, elevated and well-drained terraces in close proximity to marine 
related ecosystems including Broad Cove, Hingham Harbor, Mill Pond and Home 
Meadows indicate favorable locational criteria for active subsistence and 
settlement activities. Given the above information, the size of the district 
(260.1 acres) and the availability of open land near wetlands, i t is probable 
that sites are present. 

There is also a high potential for significant historical archaeological 
remains within the district. Structural remains of outbuildings and 
occupational related features (trash pits, privies, wells) are likely present 
around 17th through 19th century residential, commercial, industrial, and 
institutional structures s t i l l extant in the district. Early settlement in 
Hingham occurred in 1635 and focused on both sites of Town Brook (now 
underground) in the vicinity of North and South streets. A 1635 meetinghouse 
was constructed on the present site of the Derby Acadamy. This location 
became the nucleus for the town. Although systematic archaeological studies 
have not been performed i t is likely that significant survivals exist in the 
vicinity of the first meetinghouse and in the surrounding locale in the 
district. Structural remains of buildings no longer extant are also likely 
throughout the district area. 

(end) 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property In relation to other properties: 

I I nationally CH statewide [X] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria E A [ X ] C I jP 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [XJA QB DC [XHD • £ [~\G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from Instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
A r c h i t e c t u r e 1735-1926 N/A 
Commerce 
Cnrnmunity Planning & Development 
Pnl1 tics/Government 
R P I i g i n n Cultural Affiliation 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder  
Wi l l a rd , Solomon 
Esty. Alexander Rice 
Hemenway. Dexter 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

Framingham Centre Common Historic District is significant for its substantial 
inventory of distinguished architecture representing a range of styles current 
in south Middlesex County from the late 18th to the 20th century, for the 
continuity of the Common (#1) as a communal open space, and as tlie site of 
important civic, institutional, and religious structures gathered around i t . 
I t is also significant as an example of New England town planning, for the 
continuity of its commercial nexus at Worcester Road, and for its association 
with two important New England architects, Solomon Willard and Alexander Rice 
Esty. Framingham Centre Common Historic District possesses integrity of 
location, design, setting, and association and meets criteria A and C and 
exceptions A, B and D of the National Register of Historic Places on the local 
level. 

Framingham was apparently an area of concentrated native settlement extending 
into the Woodland Period, probably by Nipmuk peoples.^ Native occupation 
continuing into the Contact Period was marked by both legal process and bloody 
confrontation. Native trails serving as primary highways for the first 
pioneers from nearby Sudbury remain today, underlying many of the town's 
principal roads. 

European settlement began in 1647 with John Stone of Sudbury, who twelve years 
later set up a grist mill in what is now Saxonville.^ A series of large 
land grants resulted in widely scattered clusters of settlers from Reading, 
Lynn, and Salem on the choicest farmland, "each a l i t t l e centre of its own in 
previous associations and ties."^ As a result, no central point emerged as 
the town center. 

Two years before the incorporation of the town in 1700, a meetinghouse for 
civic and religious functions was begun. Its site in the Old Burying Ground 
on Main Street, about 1/2 mile southeast of the nominated district, was 
selected to serve the outlying farmsteads. I t lay near a ford in the Sudbury 
River which had recently been bridged by the Great Bridge and along a Native 
path now Main/Maple Street.10 Finished in 1701, the rough, two-story, 

[X~] See continuation sheet 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property approximately 98 acres 

UTM References 
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P See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
The boundary ofFramingham Centre Common His tor ic D i s t r i c t i s shown as red l i ne 
on the accompanying Town of Framingham Assessors Plan Sheets #s 351, 352, 353, 359 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

^ "K .J : ,'1 W f x l See continuation sheet 
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unpainted frame structure was enlarged in 1715. However, a new house was 
clearly needed, and by 1725 the community voted to construct a larger building. 

A bitter and dramatic controversy over the location of the new meetinghouse 
lasted ten years. At issue were the legal definition of the ministerial 
lands, boundaries of land ownership in the area, the exact center of the town, 
and conflicting local affiliations mentioned earlier. Settlement had remained 
widely scattered, with farms far from each other and far from any central 
point. 

"The site of the present Centre village was selected as a compromise of 
conflicting interests with which nobody was quite s a t i s f i e d . A four-acre 
tract of grazing land, now the east central part of the Common (#1), was 
purchased from William Pike in 1735 for a meetinghouse and military training 
field. I t was located between two bridges over the Sudbury River on the 
semicircular road, now Main/Edgel1/Central Streets. The Common, like most of 
the Centre Village, was densely covered with trees, mainly pines. They were 
cleared, and a frame structure was constructed the same year on the northeast 
side of the Common facing south. I t stood near the top of the U shape.'2 
(Photo #1) 

The Common has changed appreciably in size, shape, landscaping, and use. The 
original four acres, now the northeast portion, were added to in 1771, 1796, 
1800, 1818, and 1819. Part of the southern acreage was sold in 1850. 

With the Inconvenient location of the second meetinghouse at the Centre, new 
roads were constructed, forming a network with the new building at its 
center. The decision to establish the town's government, religious, and 
educational services in the Centre began a tradition of Intense land use 
involving the construction, reuse, moving, and demolition of public and 
Institutional structures on or near the Conmon, which was to last from 1735 
until the recent past. 

Besides the second and third meetinghouses, the town built a workhouse on the 
Common northwest of the present Town Hall in 1771 (demolished ca. 1805),^3 
and located at least five schoolhouses here. In 1749 a school was erected 
northeast of the Town Hal 1.̂ 4 /\ second was built before 1793 in brick at 
the southeast corner;15 the third, built in brick in 1816̂ ^ just south of 
the Town Hall, was probably demolished for the construction of the 1834 
building, which had two schoolrooms on the ground floor. A high school was 
constructed in 1857̂ '' on the site of the Jonathan Maynard School (#17). I t 
was moved to 1 Pleasant Street and privately reused when the new school was 
constructed in 1916. The Town also reused the s t i l l extant Framingham Academy 
(#18). (Photo #3) 

(continued) 
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Other l os t municipal bui ld ings include a gun h o u s e , b u i l t in 1799. 
Or ig ina l ly located i n the length of horse sheds at the F i r s t Parish Church, i t 
was moved away ca. 1807 and added to the Nutt ing House a f te r 1834 (which was 
in turn demolished in 1959). A small town house was b u i l t in 1808 on the same 
s i te^^ and an engine house ca. 1841 on Oak Street , demolished ca. 1858.20 

The two churches in the d i s t r i c t erected a to ta l of seven bui ldings here, 
reusing the i r s i tes repeatedly. Another, the 1826 Bapt ist Church (National 
Register, 1980), l i e s j u s t outside the D i s t r i c t . 

Although the s i t i n g of the second meetinghouse established the administrat ive 
center of Framingham at the Common, i t did not become an important resident ia l 
or commercial locat ion un t i l near the end of the eighteenth century. From i t s 
incept ion, the town's economy had been p r inc ipa l l y agrar ian, with associated 
saw and g r i s t m i l l s . The few taverns, blacksmiths, and tanneries were 
scattered throughout the township. 

Then, with the post-Revolutionary s t a b i l i t y , the Centre Vi l lage began a period 
of Intense development. An important factor in i t s new v i t a l i t y was the Brick 
School ( l a t e r , Framingham Academy), founded as a p r i va te , coeducational 
i n s t i t u t i o n in 1792. Rev. David Kel logg, paster of the F i r s t Parish Church 
(and l a te r of the breakaway Hoi l i s Evangelical Church), and a group of other 
local men organized as the Proprietors of the Brick School House in 
Framingham. They erected a small br ick schoolhouse that year on the present 
s i te of the ex is t ing Framingliam Academy (#18) (which would replace the 
or ig ina l br ick bui ld ing in 1837). In 1798 the school became an Academy, and 
the town agreed to help fund i t i f public school students were admitted. 
(Photo #3) 

The Academy became an Important factor i n the town's soc ia l , c u l t u r a l , and 
economic l i f e . The school's high educational standards at t racted newcomers 
and i t s presence gave people a reason to come to the Centre other than for 
Sunday church. Local h is to r ian J . H. Temple states that "new names and young 
blood from abroad came i n at th i s juncture."21 

Of c r i t i c a l importance to the "new era" was the construct ion of the Worcester 
Turnpike, Incorporated in 1806 to take advantage of increased commerce between 
Boston and Worcester. By 1809 the t o l l road was l a i d out between the two 
c i t i e s in a time-saving s t ra igh t l i n e . Framingham became an Important 
stopover as the midpoint f o r making repairs and changing horses.22 jhe 
tavern, b u i l t in 1796, could accommodate t ravelers on the seventeen coaches 
per day which used the road at i t s peak. 

In response to th is a c t i v i t y the town decided to bu i ld a t h i r d meetinghouse. 
As the Centre was f i rm ly establ ished, the decision as to i t s locat ion was 

(continued) 
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relatively easy. The two acres north of the Common purchased in 1807 from 
Martin Stone and Simon Edgell was paid for by the Town, which "sold a part of 
the Common lying east of the highway for a stable ground."23 por the first 
time in its history, the entire expense of the meetinghouse was not born by 
the municipality. Î oney for the building was raised through the selling of 
pews. 

Probably also for the first time, contractors were imported from outside the 
town. David Brooks of Princeton and Isaac Warren of Charlestown were hired to 
built the Federal-style structure. Finished in 1807 on the site of the 
present First Parish Cliurch (#23), the two-story clapboard building faced 
south overlooking the Common. A pillared porch supporting a three-stage tower 
sheltered three doors surmounted by semicircular fanlights. A tall steeple 
announced its Importance. 

The third meetinghouse was built in part by the town, but one year after being 
built, religious and civic functions were separated. In 1808, a one-story 
Federal-style Town House was erected on land just big enough to accommodate 
the building. It stood northwest of the Boynton House (#39). Constructed of 
the timbers saved from the second meetinghouse, i t was moved and privately 
reused when the new Town Hall was built in 1834.24 

In 1808, a committee chosen to Improve the Common removed the manure around 
the old meetinghouse, cut down unwanted (indigenous) trees, and planted new 
"ornamental" trees.25 Although surrounded by wilderness, these citizens 
proclaimed their urban status by constructing a more obviously manmade, 
cultivated environment represented by the open space and imported specimens. 
The Common was further defined by an oval fence in 1825, and two other sets of 
fences followed i t . From municipal and private funds, the community spent 
lavishly on improving the Common to make i t "an ornament of the village, and 
the pride of the town."26 At mid-century, Edgell Road was known as Elm 
Street for the double row of elms planted around the perimeter.27 These 
were later replaced with maples. 

With the Impetus of the Turnpike, a busy commercial zone developed at the 
Common. By 1832, Central Square was formed by the junction of the Turnpike, 
High/Pleasant Street, Main Street, and Edgell Road. Houses and stores 
clustered around the square. On the south side of the new road, also, 
residential and commercial structures, including the Framingham Bank (#47) of 
ca. 1833, were constructed.28 

The growth of the area continued: "With the new meeting-house, and turnpike, 
came new professional men, and new mechanics and business enterprises, whicii 
gave new impulse to life at the Centre."29 Instead of widely spaced farms, 
these men required the more urban environment they created at the Centre. 

(continued) 
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Houses were built in orderly rows on streets, though until the 1830s they were 
likely to face south, as houses were traditionally sited, rather than 
streetward. 

Among the most important of the new Centre Village residents were the Wheeler 
Brothers, Proprietors of the Turnpike, and owners of a stage office on 
Worcester Road. Carpenter Abner Wheeler came to Framingham in 1788 and opened 
a store on the site of the Esty Block (#7). A Proprietor of the Turnpike, he 
bought the 1796 tavern/hotel at the intersection with Edgell Road in 1801. 
His brother Major Benjamin, also a carpenter, followed him four years later. 
He opened the leading store in town next to the hotel. Invested in the local 
straw braid and bonnet business, and built a Federal-style house on Edgell 
Road just south of the District in 1806.30 jn all likelihood, as business 
thrived, he also built a stylish, stone Greek Revival house next to his first 
home in the 1840s. Both are now demolished. Another brother, Capt. 
Eliphalet, arrived in 1818 and built the Eliphalet Wheeler House (#16). He 
was a founding proprietor of the Saxon Factory Company woolen mill at 
Saxonville, an important Framingham industry. 

Two other prominent businessmen were J.J. Marshall and Otis Boynton, owners 
of a bookbindery (no longer standing.) on the site of 933 Worcester Road. In 
their shop, the first local newspaper, the Framingham Courier, was founded in 
1835 by George Brown.31 Marshall, who lived at 3 Warren Place (#35) and 
perhaps later at 967 Worcester Road (#C49), converted an industrial shop 
across Warren Place to a two-family residence, the Tarbox House (#31), in 
1839. Boynton arrived in 1822 and built his house on the Common (87 Edgell 
Road; #39) three years later. (Photo #11) 

Mrs. Gordon, whose Academy House on Vernon Street was later moved to 33 Grove 
Street (#20), exemplifies this new breed. A widow, she came to Framingham 
from Charlestown to educate her sons at the Academy, and boarded Academy boys 
in a house built in 1822 for the Preceptor.32 Her son George, a Civil War 
hero, lived in the Maj. General Gordon House (#27). 

Professional men like Dr. Simon Whitney settled in the Center. A graduate of 
Harvard, he moved into a house on Edgell Road (#46) built as his wedding 
present in 1822, opened an office next door, and practiced in town for 39 
years. Lawyer Charles R. Train, son of the local Baptist pastor, settled here 
mid-century. At various times, he lived in two houses in the Centre, the 
White/Train House (#37) and 20 Vernon Street (#H22). Both Whitney and Train 
were active in the public 11fe of the town. Dr. Whitney, an Inventor and 
businessman, set up a factory in Framingham with other investors to produce 
India rubber articles and machinery. Like the earlier rubber factory sold to 
J.J. Marshall, i t was shortlived, lasting only six years (1836-1842). 

(continued) 
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Craftsmen came in numbers. Among them were carpenter Nathan Stone and 
carriage trimmer John Ballard, who built now-demolished houses just south of 
the district. Isaac Stevens, a tailor, lived at 151 Edgell Road (#29) and 
later at 963 Worcester Road (#48). Stevens invested in the India rubber 
factory at 4 Warren Place (#31). Elihu White, who built 125 Edgell Road 
(#37), arrived at the Centre in 1830. He was a nail maker from Franklin, 
Massachusetts. (Photo #10) Ministers settled at the Center close to their 
churches. Among them were Artemus Muzzy of the First Parish Church, who may 
have lived at what is now 20 Vernon Street (#H22), and Increase Tarbox, pastor 
of the Congregational Church from 1844-1851, who lived in the renovated Rubber 
Factory at 4 Warren Place (#31). 

As the Centre gained Importance as a status residential district, i t extended 
southward: in 1800, the Town bought land from tavern owner Houghton and 
merchant Abner Wheeler, and in 1818, land was purchased from Eliphalet 
Wheeler. The following year, the old road crossing the southern end of the 
Common was discontinued and Vernon Street was laid out.33 

A map of Framingham drawn in 1830-1831 shows 330 dwellinghouses. With the 
division of church and state in 1826, citizens were no longer forced to 
support an established church, and groups who had founded alternate religious 
societies were now financially and legally free to erect their own structures. 
In January 1830, the Hoi lis Evangelical Society split off from the First 
Parish congregation. I t was led by Rev. David Kellogg, who left the older 
congregation, now the Unitarian Church, to minister to the new orthodox or 
Congregationalist group. (Photo #11) By September 1830, the new 
Congregational church was erected. On the site today is the Plymouth Church 
of 1968 (#Q38).34 

In 1833, the Town Meeting voted to build a new Town Hall in the prosperous 
commercial, civic, and religious Centre. The grand Greek Revival building was 
completed in 1834 and housed all the Town's governmental functions until 1895, 
when Town Meeting was moved to South Framingham. Town offices continued in 
the Centre until 1926. The Village Improvement Association, formed in 1906 to 
restore the Town Hall, has maintained the building in good repair. Oak Street 
was accepted by the Town in 1841, but i t may have been laid out when the Town 
Hall was built in 1834. 

Only a year after completing the Town Hall, the Boston and Worcester Railroad 
opened. The Wheeler Brothers, whose commercial business depended on turnpike 
traffic, feared competition from more efficient mechanical technology. Their 
successful opposition to a line through the Centre led to the routing of the 
railroad through South Framingham. This decision had significant Impact on 
the town, for South Framingham would develop rapidly as a commercial. 
Industrial, and transportation center, while bypassed Framingham Centre would 

(continued) 
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go into the quiet economic decline-^^ that was in part responsible for its 
preservation. Because of declining tolls, the turnpike corporation was forced 
to give up ownership in 1843, and the turnpike became a county road in that 
year. 

In 1847, the First Parish Church demolished their 1807 meetinghouse. On the 
same site, they commissioned Hammatt Billings to design a frame Gothic 
Revival-style church. The Hollis Evangelical Church remodelled their church 
in the same style in 1848, expanding in 1869 with the addition of transepts 
and a chapel. 

In 1848, i t became apparent that the old Burial Ground was Inadequate to meet 
Town needs: nine acres were purchased for the purpose off Grove Street. 
Horticulturist H.A.S. Dearborn of Boston is thought to have advised on the 
plan for Edgell Cemetery. Modeled on the romantic Mt. Auburn Cemetery, the 
cemetery has gravestones and tombs set among hills and natural features, and 
indigenous and Introduced plant materials are given visual prominence. 
Unpaved carriageways follow the contours of the topography or are laid out to 
simulate such naturalistic siting. Within each plot, individual stones are 
laid out on a grid. 

Community fundraising activities have always been important in the development 
of Edgell Grove. Beginning in 1849, Framingham women held May Day festivities 
to raise money for cemetery upkeep. A formal Edgell Grove Association was 
founded in 1883. Moses Edgell, who lived nearby on Edgell Road, left $10,000 
in his will for the construction of Edgell Memorial Chapel and an equal amount 
for its maintenance. 

A modest period of growth at Framingham Centre occurred at mid-century. When 
the Town purchased land for Edgell Grove Cemetery in 1848, the ancient 
cartpath leading to i t was widened and accepted as Grove Street. Auburn 
Street was laid out in 1850 and Library Street in 1851. In 1850 a branch of 
the railroad was laid out between South Framingham and the Centre, and in 1853 
the Framingham State Normal School, now Framingham State College, opened just 
south of the district on Bare Hill. 

In 1850, real estate developer Lothrop Wight bought from the Town a strip of 
common land on Vernon Street between Worcester Road and Oak Street, It had 
been part of the acreage sold to the Town by Eliphalet Wheeler in 1818, with 
restrictions against development. Wheeler released the restrictions on the 
condition that $450 be paid for "a perpetual Fund, the income of which shall 
be used for repairs and improvements of the Centre Common and for no other 
purpose whatever."36 

(continued) 
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On that property, Wight b u i l t three I ta l i ana te houses (#s 10, 11 , and 12) 
between 1850 and 1855. His long, wood-frame commercial bui ld ing on the 
Turnpike, now known as the Esty Block (#7) , was apparently b u i l t between 1845 
and 1855 and was almost cer ta in ly remodeled by his son-in-law A. R. Esty. 
Although newly arr ived in town, Wight became a major force in i t s 
development. He bought the old coaching hotel on Worcester Road, planted 
trees i n f ron t of i t , and l a i d out Centra l , now Library Street . He was the 
f i r s t to se l l p la t ted land in the burgeoning South Framingham, and opened the 
regional ly famous Harmony Grove recreation area on the shore of Farm 
Pond.37 (Photo #6) 

Though the house b u i l t fo r the Framingham Bank president i s a small mansion 
(the Francis Jaques House (#26) [1865]38)j other more modest houses of the 
per iod, such as 6 Ver"no7rstreet ca. 1845-1850 (#13) and 11 Warren Place (#35), 
ca. 1869, indicate the middle class status of most Centre residents. TPiioto 
#9) 

The f i r s t High School bui ld ing designed spec i f i ca l l y fo r that purpose was 
erected in 1857 on the s i te of the Jonatlian Maynard School (#17) next to the 
Framingham Academy (#18). High school classes had been held in the Academy 
since 1852. I t s imposing size and de ta i l i ng Indicate the importance 
townspeople placed on education. This bui ld ing survives in much al tered form 
as the Gordon Bui ld ing (#Y50). 

Mernorial Library (#3) , commemorating Framingham C iv i l War dead, was erected in 
1872-1873. I t s co l l ec t i on Included volumes from the town Public Library 
organized in 1855, and from local pr ivate reading clubs operating in the 
Centre since 1815. Other books were purchased with a fund established by Col. 
Moses Edgell in 1875.39 J\^Q Framingham His tor ica l Society leased the 
bui ld ing in 1964 to prevent i t s razing for a parking l o t for the newly 
constructed town l i b r a r y j u s t to the south. The bui ld ing serves as a function 
and meeting hal l for c i v i c and social organizat ions. (Photo #5) 

The i n s t a l l a t i o n of t r o l l e y l ines connecting the Centre with South Framingham 
in the 1880s, and t h e i r e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n in 1904,40 af fected the d i s t r i c t 
p r i nc ipa l l y by the I n s t a l l a t i o n of streetcar tracks on Union Avenue and 
Worcester Road. The ecl ipse of the Centre was confinned when Town Meeting 
moved to South Framingham in 1895. 

L i t t l e was b u i l t at the Centre un t i l the Jonathan Maynard School (#17) went up 
in 1916 on the s i te of the High School, which was moved to i t s present s i te 
(#Y50) in that year. The F i r s t Parish Church (#23) followed in 1926 a f te r a 
f i r e destroyed the 1847 s t ruc ture . Designed by local a rch i tec t Charles Baker 
in the current Neo-Colonial s t y l e , both bui ldings reused or ig ina l s i t es . 
(Photo #3 and #1) 

(continued) 
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As was so frequently the case, an innovation i n t ransportat ion was responsible 
for the next Important change at the Centre. Cars and trucks required wider 
streets than did horses or t r o l l e y s . The old Boston-Worcester Turnpike was 
widened as an express highway (Route 9) in 1930. This caused the demolit ion 
of many bui ldings on High Street and Central Square, inc luding the 
tavern /hote l . The 1807 Stone House j u s t south of the d i s t r i c t was also 
demolished. 

Modernization of the highway caused the next major d isrupt ion to th is urban 
nexus when Route 9 was depressed under Main/Edgell Road in 1968. High Street 
was relocated far ther south. More bui ldings were demolished and the 1833 
Framingham Bank bu i ld ing (#47) was moved across the highway and used as the 
central pav i l ion of the Shawmut National Bank. 

Post-1935 bui ld ing in the Centre Includes e ight contemporary houses 
(1955-1960), four i n s t i t u t i o n a l bu i ld ings, and a new or s i gn i f i can t l y al tered 
store on Worcester Road. The spread of s t r i p development along the highway 
has caused the demolit ion or a l te ra t ion of a number of h i s to r i c bui ldings east 
and west of the d i s t r i c t boundaries. 

The arch i tectura l s igni f icance of bui ldings in the Framingham Centre Common 
His tor ic D i s t r i c t derives from the Common, with i t s co l lec t ion of 19th and 
20th century bui ldings gathered about i t , and from Individual bui ldings 
displaying high qua l i ty charac te r i s t i cs . The d i s t r i c t i s notable both for i t s 
d i ve rs i t y and coherence. 

The Common i t s e l f , though i t has l os t the ornamental specimens and double row 
of mature elm t rees, remains a generous, green open space, a t rad i t i ona l 
set t ing for the white Greek Revival Town Hall located on i t s south end. 
Anchored at the north by two Neo-Colonial churches, at the south by a High 
Vic tor ian Gothic public l i b r a r y , on the west by a Neo-Colonial schoolhouse, 
l a te l y recycled as an o f f i c e bu i l d ing , and the small gem of the Greek Revival 
Framingham Academy, the Common i s surrounded by wel l -scaled and beaut i fu l l y 
deta i led bui ld ings executed in a var ie ty of s ty les . 

Two themes important to the d i s t r i c t are the e f fec ts of t ransportat ion on the 
Centre and the cont inu i ty of i t s h i s to r i c bui ld ings by moving, adaptive reuse, 
or remodeling. These themes are apparent at the Steven Harris House (#9). 
The Georgian house was probably moved to i t s s i t e to take advantage of the 
busy Turnpike before 1850, turned to face Vernon Street by 1857, and recycled 
f i r s t as a post o f f i c e , l a t e r as a s tore . Georgian features, the compact 
rectangular massing r i s i ng 2 1/2 s tor ies to a end-gable pitched roof , and 
f ive-bay facade elevat ion with a central entrance, was to remain typ ica l of 
res ident ia l bui ld ing here un t i l the in t roduct ion of the Greek Revival sty le 
ca. 1833. The Greek Revival remodeling of the north end i s one of the 
Centre's ea r l i es t examples of the local habit of remodeling. 

(continued) 
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Of the seven Federal period houses in the d i s t r i c t , only one, the El ip i ia let 
Wheeler House (#16) of 1818, remains in nearly i t s or ig ina l s ta te . A l l the 
rest were remodeled in the Greek Revival or Neo-Colonial s ty les . One or two 
of the Federal houses i n the d i s t r i c t may have varied from the f ive-bay norm 
in having only three bays. Most were o r i g i na l l y double p i l e , and a l l have 
pitched roofs.41 

The Greek Revival sty le probably entered Framinqham Centre with the erect ion 
of the Framingham Banl< bui ld ing (#47) in 1833.42 Master bui lder Dexter 
Esty, another of the "new men," could have copied the design from a bank b u i l t 
in Concord the year before and designed by Nathan Hosmer.43 jhe f u l l -w id th 
two-story port ico undoubtedly impressed the community, for a forest of 
colossal columns were soon added to old bui ldings or designed for new ones 
around the Common. At the end of the Greek Revival per iod, the Centre boasted 
no fewer than six bui ld ings with Imposing por t icos. Thougii l im i ted in range, 
the Centre's archi tecture was cer ta in ly s t y l i s t i c a l l y current and of 
outstanding qua l i t y . 

The Vi l lage Hall (#2) was b u i l t only a year l a t e r , also in the "columnar 
styleT" I t s design has been a t t r ibu ted to Solomon Wi l l a rd , although local 
h is to r ian W. H. Temple states that "the plan was drawn by Dexter Hemenway, and 
the committee forgot to pay him for the same."44 Hemenway was a house 
carpenter and Town Selectman. The h a l l ' s bu i lder was the above-mentioned 
Dexter Esty. (Photo #2) W i l l a rd , who may have studied wi th seminal arch i tec t 
Asher Benjamin, opened a varied and successful pract ice i n Boston in 1820. 
Although he worked in the Gothic and Egyptian Revival s ty les , he is most noted 
for his muscular granite and Greek Revival s ty le designs. He i s responsible 
for the courthouses of Suffolk and Norfolk Counties (1826 and 1827), Quincy 
Town H a l l , Bunker H i l l Monument, D i v i n i t y Hall at Harvard Univers i ty , and 
numerous other bui ld ings in the Boston area.45 He also designed the 
Federal is t F i r s t Baptist Church (NR 1980) adjacent to the Centre Common 
D i s t r i c t . For the Vi l lage H a l l , Wi l lard solved the problem of the placement 
of the major facade by giving the bui ld ing not one but two colossal por t icos, 
which could be viewed from e i ther of the Common's two major s t ree ts . The 
flushboarded pediment supported by Doric columns without bases became standard 
features of the local Greek Revival s t y l e . 

The Frami ngham Academy (#18) was erected on the s i te of the ea r l i e r brick 
bu i ld ing in 1837. I t s pleasing proport ions, austere temple form, and 
beau t i f u l l y executed random-coursed masonry make i t a superb example of a 
Greek Revival school house.46 As at the Town H a l l , a two-story port ico 
shelters a facade organized as two doors f lank ing a central window. Here, 
instead of wood, the Doric orders are executed in masonry. (Photo #3) 

Although the door surround of the White/Train/Lord House (#37) of ca. 1830 may 
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have been a l te red , the house seems to be t rans i t i ona l from the Federal to the 
Greek Revival s t y le . Evidence points to the adoption of end gable or ientat ion 
for Greek Revival houses at the Centre. (Photo #10) 

The best of the d i s t r i c t ' s Greek Revival houses is an early example of 
remodeling. The Qr. Simon Whitney House (#46) was designed and b u i l t i n 1826 
by Dexter Esty. A contract between the housewright and doctor held by the 
present owners out l ines the p lan, mater ia ls , dimensions, and de ta i l s fo r the 
f ine Federal house. For example, the f ron t door was "to be f in ished with a 
fan l i g h t l i k e Mrs. Ho l l i s Cloyes' side l i gh t s with bl inds."47 (Photo #7) 
The bu i ld ing faced south, perpendicular to the s t ree t , and l a te r in the 19th 
century, i t was reoriented so that i t s end gable became a temple f ron t facing 
Auburn Street . A Doric por t ico was extended at the west, and a Greek Revival 
door surround and porch were added to the south e levat ion. This house is the 
only remaining of three s im i l a r l y Greek Revivalized houses with mammoth 
por t icos, a l l of which stood along Edgell Road. 

In 1916 Boston a rch i tec t and h is to r ian Frank Chouteau Brown, Director of the 
Massachusetts His tor ic American Buildings Survey in the 1930s, a l tered the 
house again when i t was moved back on i t s l o t . Brown was the t h i r d of three 
men whose early 20th century work so profoundly af fected the Centre's Georgian 
and Federal bui ldings and shaped i t s present Neo-Colonial appearance. George 
Marlowe i s thought to have i ns ta l l ed the present Neo-Federal door surround in 
1957. 

Vernacular Greek Revival houses in the d i s t r i c t are strangely 
underrepresented. Although most have been a l t e red , they tend to be 2 1/2 
s tor ies high with f r on t gables. Houses such as 125 Edgell Road (#37) and 967 
Worcester Road (#X49) probably provided the model fo r the I ta l iana te 
vernacular house form of the d i s t r i c t . 

The d i s t r i c t has only two Gothic Revival bu i ld ings . The Nancy Jennings 
Cottage (#25), ca. 1833-1840, is a rare example of i t s very early expression: 
the loca l l y typ ica l Federal form i s enriched with churchl ike Gothic b l ind fans 
above the windows. The ca. 1859-1860 John Clark House (#4) , which also 
employs I ta l iana te elements, displays j igsaw-cut bargeboards at i t s 
d i s t i n c t i v e high gabled roof . (Photo #8) 

During the second hal f of the 19th century, the western side of the Common had 
a d i s t i n c t l y I ta l i ana te look. S t i l l extant but a l tered unrecognizably is the 
two-story frame former High School (#Y50), which stood on Vernon Street on the 
s i te of the present Jonathan Maynard School (#18) un t i l being moved to 
Pleasant Street in 1916. The hip-roofed I ta l i ana te structure had wide 
recessed entr ies at each end and t a l l , round arched windows on the second 
s tory . Quoins and a heavy bracketed cornice elaborated the facade. Toward 
the end of the century, i t was expanded with wings and dormers and remodeled 

(continued) 
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in the Colonial Revival s t y l e . 

A l o s t I ta l iana te structure is the Clark-Nutt ing house, razed in 1959 for the 
construct ion of the F i r s t Parish Church Parish House (#124). As b u i l t or 
remodeled by A.R. Esty, the I ta l i ana te v i l l a , two stor ies in height, had a 
three-story tower, arched logg ia , and deep cornice supported on consoles. The 
t h i r d I ta l i ana te design at the north western end of the Common was Vernon 
House (#H22). I t was remodeled in the Colonial Revival s ty le a f te r a f i r e 
destroyed i t s upper f l o o r s , and has since been severely a l te red . 

However, the d i s t r i c t i s s t i l l r i ch in I n tac t I ta l i ana te bu i ld ings , which 
include a remodeled commercial block as well as several s ideha l l , 
2 1/2-story houses, and a h igh-sty le mansion. The Esty Block or Wight's Block 
(#7) appears on the 1850 map. The two-story, h ip - roo f , frame structure was 
probably given i t s robust I ta l iana te look by owner/arcl i i tect Alexander Rice 
Esty in the 1850s or 1860s. Now a r t i f i c i a l l y sided, i t s ground f l oo r i s 
Neo-Colonial. (Photo #6) 

The son of master bui lder Dexter Esty, A. R. Esty (1826-1881) attended the 
Frami ngham Academy and served as selectman and representative of the 
community. Af ter apprenticing with Boston a rch i tec t Richard Bond and working 
for Gridley J .F. Bryant, Esty gained d i s t i nc t i on with the design of school 
bu i ld ings . Including the Framingham Normal School (1853), Colby College, 
(Waterv i l le , Maine) (1869), and Bapt is t Theological School (Newton); churches, 
including St. John's Episcopal Church in Framingham (1870; NR 1990) and others 
in Bur l ington, Vt. (1861), Cambridge (1871), Boston (1877) and Newton (1861), 
and l i b r a r i e s , such as the Newton Free Library (1870) and the plan of the 
Congressional Library in Washington, D.C. (1880). 

Esty's Impact on the town of his b i r t h was s i g n i f i c a n t . Framingham's f i r s t 
local a rch i t ec t , he remodeled the severe Greek Revival Ho l l i s Evangelical 
Church using the Romantic Gothic Revival idiom (1848) and probably Introduced 
the I ta l iana te s ty le to Framingham. He designed many of i t s h igh-sty le 
I ta l i ana te houses including the Will iam Mellon House at 848 Central Street 
(1865), the Moses E l l i s House (NR 1983) at 291 Pleasant Street (1866), the T. 
David Fisk House at 21 Salem End Lane (1848-1849), the Paul Gibbs House (NR 
1983) (ca. 1860) at 1147 Edmands Road, and perhaps the above-mentioned Vernon 
House (#H22). This domestic cont r ibut ion in par t i cu la r made the town's 
archi tecture more sophist icated than neighboring communities. 

One of Esty's f i nes t houses i s the elegant Jaques House (#26) (1865). 
Unaltered except for a sunporch on the facade, the house i s a f i ne example of 
his s t y l e : low hip roof , rectangular windows in the f r i e z e , clear d iv is ion of 
the s to r i es , and strongly modeled entry porch. Well-handled deta i ls include 
the break in the archi t rave for the s i l l s of the frieze-band windows. Today, 

(continued) 
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the property 's designed landscape retains remarkable i n t e g r i t y , including a 
moved but unaltered gazebo. (Photo #9) 

Vernacular I ta l ianate houses in the d i s t r i c t are 2 1/2 s tory , f ront-gable 
structures with paired brackets at the cornice. Entries vary, being e i ther 
one-story porches as at the E. Wheeler House (#13) or stock door hoods as at 
the J . J . Marshall House (#3^7! One house appears to have been b u i l t as a 
two-family residence, three as speculative ventures. 

Esty's inf luence i s seen at the High Vic tor ian Gothic Memorial Library (#3). 
The 1872 structure was designed by local arch i tects W. Frank Hurd and William 
A. Rice. The two worked in Esty's Boston o f f i c e and modeled the i r bui ld ing on 
Esty's Newton Free L ibrary . Now missing i t s roof crest ing and par t ly obscured 
by bushes, the l i b r a r y ' s dramatic s i lhouet te and s t r i k i n g red and grey slate 
roof is an Important element in the cont inu i ty of municipal bui ld ing around 
the Common. (Photo #5) 

The C iv i l War Memorial statue in f ron t of the Library is by Martin Mil more 
(1844-1883). Milmore, who apprenticed with Thomas B a l l , became one of 
Boston's leading sculptors . He is responsible for war memorials fo r 
Claremont, N.H. (1869), the Boston Common (1874) and the powerful Sphinx in 
the Mount Auburn Cemetery. Milmore sculpted p o r t r a i t busts of eminent 
Bostonians of the day, inc luding Emerson, Wendell Ph i l l i p s (Boston State 
House), and George Tichnor (Boston Public L i b ra ry ) . 

W. Frank Hurd was also responsible for the Edgell Memorial Chapel (#19.1) in 
Edgell Grove Cemetery (#19). The 1885 Richardsonian Romanesque bui ld ing 
displays the d i s t i nc t i ve features of the s t y l e : roughfaced masonry walls in 
contrast ing colors and mater ia ls , wide round arches, colonnettes, windows 
grouped in pairs and t r i o s , and f o l i a ted decorations. Hurd handles the sty le 
i nd i v i dua l l y , stressing v e r t i c a l i t y over hor i zon ta l i t y and providing a 
m u l t i p l i c i t y of elevations in the Queen Anne manner. H. H. Richardson's 
Framingham Railroad Stat ion (NR 1985) was f in ished the same year as the 
chapel, creat ing a local precedent by a nat ional ly recognized a rch i tec t . 
(Photo #4) 

Stick S ty le , Queen Anne, Colonial Revival , and Shingle Style bui ldings are 
notably absent in the d i s t r i c t . Whether because bui ld ing lo ts f i l l e d or 
because new status neighborhoods were constructed elsewhere, only municipal or 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l structures were b u i l t i n the d i s t r i c t between the l as t quarter 
of the 19th century and the mid-20th century. An exception is the so-called 
General Gordon's Barn (#34). I t was probably b u i l t for the ca. 1900 house on 
Central Street , on property that had belonged to Gordon's fami ly . The 
Colonial Revival/Shingle Style barn was sens i t ive ly adapted as a house in the 
1960s. 

(continued) 
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Around 1907, a new era, self-conscious about i t s Georgian and Federal 
arch i tectura l heritage but sure of i t s own r i g h t to re in t repre t or "restore" 
or ig ina l examples of these s t y les , unfolded in the Centre. Local residents 
had al tered the i r old bui ldings to r e f l e c t current sty les since at least the 
1840s. Now, however, the Centre experienced a movement that looked backward 
to an ea r l i e r period for arch i tectura l value. As a resu l t of the activism of 
three men, the Centre i s today more Neo-Federal than Federal. 

F i r s t to begin work was arch i tec t Charles M. Baker, who in 1907 remodeled his 
own modest, three-bay house at 121 Edgell Road (#30), ob l i t e ra t i ng i t s 
del icate Federal proportions and giving i t a pedimented entry , higher, broader 
roof , and large false chimney ( l a te r replaced).48 (Photo #10) In that same 
year. Baker added the north port ico to the Vi l lage Hall (#2). 

The vernacular Federal house at 151 Edgell Road (#29) was b u i l t ca. 1800-1832 
and a l tered by Baker in 1907. He changed the facade fenestrat ion and 
mantlepieces (but possibly not chimney placement) and added the del icate 
Neo-Adam door surround and por t i co . The l a t t e r were copied from entr ies of 
Federal mansions his c l i en ts admired and photographed in Salem, 
Massachusetts.49 jhe extent of Baker's work at the ca. 1825 Boynton House 
(#39) is not known: he i s probably responsible fo r the f ine de ta i l i ng of the 
modil l ioned cornice culminating in a balustraded balcony, port ico with slim 
f l u ted columns, door surround with dent i led corn ice, t r i p a r t i t e window with 
gothic g lazing, and Palladian window. (Photos # 10) 

Among Baker's designs are the Equitable Bui ld ing in Boston (1915) and 25 Arch 
Street , Boston (1926). His or ig ina l contr ibut ions to the d i s t r i c t are the two 
competent br ick Neo-Colonial s t ructures, the Jonathan Maynard School (#17) in 
1916 and the 1926 F i r s t Parish Church (#23). (Photos #s 3 & I) 

The next to express his passion here for the a l t e ra t i on of h i s to r i c bui ldings 
based on Ideal ized imagery rather than arch i tectura l evidence was Wallace 
Nut t ing. Ar r iv ing in the Centre in 1912, he purchased the now-demolished 
I ta l iana te s ty le Clark house, renamed i t "Nutt ingholm," and al tered the Mrs. 
Gordon House (#20) on the property. 

Nutt ing was a "clergyman with a love of the beaut i fu l . "50 Beginning in 
1897, he popularized a romantic v is ion of the American past through an 
enormously successful series of sentimental photographs of colonial 
i n t e r i o r s . They were inev i tab ly decorated with lovely young ladies in "old 
fashioned" dress and authentic antique f u r n i t u r e . Nut t ing 's cu l tu ra l 
inf luence was considerable: the popular izat ion of his imagery was nat ional , 
his reproductions of Colonial fu rn i tu re produced in South Framingham sold 
broadly, and he preserved a number of f i r s t period houses from destruct ion, 
though his undocumented restorat ion work did much damage to or ig ina l fab r i c . 
The Saugus Iron Works (NHL 1966), which he purchased and restored, is now a 

(continued) 
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public museum. 

Last of the three was Frank Chouteaur Brown. Brown served as director of the 
Massachusetts Historic American Buildings Survey in the 1930s, recording two 
Centre structures, the First Baptist Church and the Framingham Academy (#18) 
for that archive.51 He was a frequent contributor to the influential and 
scholarly White Pine Series on early American architecture, and practiced in 
Boston between 1903 and 1938. In remodeling the Dr. Whitney House (#46) on 
its move to Auburn Street in 1916, he probably added the eastern portico so 
that the newly seen elevation would have a visual impact equal to its west 
elevation, which was remodeled earlier. 

Formal preservation efforts at the Centre have a long and vigorous history, 
beginning with the establishment of the Framingham Historical Society in 
1888. The Society currently administers the Framingham Academy and the 
Memorial Library as local museums. The 1906 Village Improvement Society 
remodeled and then administered the Town Hall when i t fell vacant. Much of 
the Centre became a Local Historic District under the Massachusetts General 
Law Chapter 40C in 1978. Students at the nearby Framingham State College 
plant a tree each year on the Common; specimen and site are chosen by the Town 
Tree Warden. Finally, the former Wallace Nutting garden behind his 
now-demolished house is maintained by a volunteer group under the auspices of 
the First Parish Church. 

The Centre Common is s t i l l used for community rituals such as Framingham State 
College graduation exercises and the Dennison Manufacturing Company annual 
meeting. Although air and chemical pollution have done much damage to its few 
remaining trees, and its landscaping has been neglected, the Common remains as 
an important open space for Framingham residents. 

(conti nued) 
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Archaeological Significance 

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Framingham are poorly understood, 
any surviving sites would be significant. Sites in this area offer the 
potential for a study of upland versus coastal subsistence and the importance 
of riverine versus coastal subsistence. Specifically, the Sudbury River 
drains north via the Concord River to the Merrimack, while immediately south 
of Framingham, the Charles River drainage drains easterly through Boston to 
the ocean. Sites in Framigham may have closer ties with these riverine locals 
or may be influenced by coastal locales of the east. 

Historic archaeological remains described above have the potential for 
providing detailed information on the social, cultural, and economic patterns 
that characterized life in a settlement that changed from an agrarian 
community of dispersed farmsteads to one where Intense residential and 
commercial growth focusing on the town center developed in the 19th century. 
Archaeological survivals may provide physical examples of the town center's 
18th century settlement for which few examples survive. Analysis of 
occupational-related features associated with residential and institutional 
structures can provide detailed information relating to the economic and 
social lives of individual property owners, the town as a whole, or to 
specific social/economic groups within the town. 

(end) 
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Photo 

Framingham Centre Common Historic District 
Framingham, Massachusetts 
Hell Meltsner 
March - April, 1989 

Framingham Planning Department, Memorial Building, Framingham, \AA 

Photo #1 
View: Framingham Centre Common, First Parish Church at rear Facing north 
Map #1, #23 
Photo #2 
Village Hall 
Facing west 
Map #2 

Photo #3 
Framingham Academy, Jonathan Maynard School (r ight to l e f t ) 
Facing west 
Map #s 18, 17 

Photo #4 
Edgell Memorial Chapel 
Facing south 
Map #19.1 

Photo #5 
Memorial Library and Civil War Memorial Statue 
Facing south 
Map #3, #3.1 

Photo #6 
Streetscape: Worcester Road, Wight/Esty Block, 933 Worcester Rd., 
Steven Harris House (right to left) 
Facing northeast 
Map #s 7, B8, 9 

Photo #7 
Dr. Simon Whitney House 
Facing north 
Map #46 

Photo #8 
Nancy Jennings House 
Facing north 
Map #25 
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Photo #9 
Francis Jaques House 
Facing north 
Map #26 

Photo #10 
Streetscape: Upper Edgell Road and Common 
White/Train, E. Cloyes House, Hemenway/Stevens House (right to left) 
Facing northeast 
Map #s 37, 30, 29 

Photo #11 
Plymouth Otis Boynton House, Plymouth Church, (right to left) 
Facing northeast 
Map #s 39, Q38 
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Notes 

1 Because of these alterations, dating buildings by style must be 
approximate: 2 Georgian, 7 Federal, 8 Greek Revival, 11 Italianate, 2 Gothic 
Revival, 2 High Victorian Gothic, 1 Richardsonian Romanesque, 1 Colonial 
Revival, 8 Neo-Colonial, 1 astylistic and 7 contemporary. The present 
resource includes: 1 Federal, 6 Greek Revival, 10 Italianate, 2 Gothic 
Revival, 2 High Victorian Gothic, 1 Richardsonian Romanesque, 3 Colonial 
Revival, 18 Neo Colonial, 1 astylistic, 7 contemporary and 22 utilitarian 
buildings. 

2 Substantial outbuildings are counted as buildings. Very minor 
outbuildings such as small sheds are not counted. 

3 Of the 32 buildings in the district erected for housing, 29 are now 
in residential use. The number of buildings for Institutional use has 
remained constant at 12, though the group is comprised of different 
buildings. Buildings used for commercial purposes has risen from 4 to 9 while 
two buildings built as utilitarian structures have been converted to houses. 

4 Temple, History of Framingham, 1875, p. 340 

5 Seabury, Joseph, New Houses Under Old Roofs, New York, 1916. Plate 
XI1. Photographs show before and after conditions. The author holds that 
"the exterior changes were so skil l f u l l y accomplished that more than one 
student of old houses has been deceived as the character and date of the 
original." 

6 Framingham News, May 27, 1931 

7 Massachusetts Historical Commission, "State Reconnaissance Survey," 

8 Temple, Op. Cit., p. 207 

9 Ibid., 

10 Temple, History of Framingham, p. 156 

11 Ib id . , p. I l l 

12 I b id . , p. 197 

13 Ib id . , p. 400 

14 Ib id . , p. 405 

p. 1 
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15 Ibid., p. 409 

16 Ibid. 

17 Temple, op. c i t . p. 413 

18 Ibid., p. 351 and 344 

19 Ibid. 

20 Temple, op. c i t . p. 371 

21 Ibid., p. 351 

22 Ibid., p. 353 

23 Ibid. 

24 Temple, op. c i t . p. 552 

25 Ibid., p. 106 

26 Ibid. 

27 Centennial photograph 

28 Temple, op. c i t . p. 375 

29 Ibid., p. 353 

30 The barn, now a tavern remains. 

31 Temple, op. c i t . , p. 376 

32 Ibid., p. 340 

33 Ibid., p. 106 

34 Ibid., p. 366 

35 Ibid, p. 376 

36 Ibid., p. 106-7, Middlesex Deeds DLXXXV 247-50. 

37 Newspaper article. Harmony Grove. Framingham Public Library, 
Vertical File. 
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38 The Jaques House was commissioned by Charles Merriam for his 
daughter who married Mr. Jaques. The Merriams lived across the Street at 151 
Edgell Road (#28). 

39 Temple, op. c i t . , p. 379 

40 Cummings, O.R, The Trolley Air Line, Transportation: Boston and 
Worcester Street Railway Vol. 8. 

41 Two houses on Pleasant Street in Framingham Centre but west of the 
district are enclosed by hip roofs, as is another which was built on the now 
relocated High Street and moved to Route 9. A view of the Common drawn in 
1808 shows several commercial buildings with hip roofs. 

42 The front gable 125 Edgell Road may have been the f i r s t Greek 
Revival, as its builder came to Framingham and was taxed there in 1830. 
Alterations now obscure original detail. 

43 MHC Historic Resources Inventory #A. 14. HABS Mass. 2-4. 

44 Temple, op. c i t . p. 376 Dexter Esty paid Willard $12 for plans for 
the school rooms, according to Esty's books. However, the source for this 
statement does not indicate whether Willard received payment for more 
extensive designs. Whiting, Arthur St. John, "Village Hall at Centre Built 
Century Ago". Framingham News, Dec. 11, 1934, 

45 Boston Public Library Fine Arts Dept. Architects File 

46 H.A.B.S. 1934 Mass. 2-16 

47 Document in the possession of Mrs. Janet S. Wiggins 

48 Seabury, Joseph, New Homes Under Old Roofs, N.Y. 1916 

49 Photographs in the co l lec t ion of Molly Evans, Framingham. 

50 Nut t ing, Wallace, Wallace Nut t ing 's Biography, Framingham, 1936 
p. 77. 

51 S.P.N.E.A., F.C. Brown Col lect ion 
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MHC# Map 
Number His tor ic Name 

Street 
Address Style 

Date of 
Construction 

Status Res 

1 Framingham Centre Common Oak Street — 1735 C Si 

1.1 Flag Pole Oak Street — ca. 1920 C 0 

1.2 Watering Trough Oak Street ear ly indus t r ia l 1913 C 0 

2 2 Vi l lage Hall Centre Common Greek Revival 1834 c B 

3 3 Memorial Library Oak Street High V i c t . Gothic 1872 c B 

900 3.1 C iv i l War Memorial Statue Oak Street — 1872 c 0 

36 4 Clark House 12 Library Street Gothic Revival ca. 1859-1860 c B 

5 — 8 Library Street I ta l i ana te ca. 1851-1857 c B 

6 re ta in ing wall L ibrary Street — ca. 1851-1857 c St 

38 7 Esty/Wight Block 931 Worcester Road I ta l i ana te ca. 1845-1850 c B 

A7 furnace shed 931 Worcester Road Contemporary ca. 1940 NC B 

B8 — 933 Worcester Road Contemporary ca. 1950 NC B 

39 9 Steven Harris House 945 Worcester Road Georgian/Greek Rev. ca. 1800 C B 

10 Mrs. H. W. Carter House 3 Vernon Street I t a l i ana te ca. 1851-1857 C B 

n Mrs. L. Wight House 5-7 Vernon Street I t a l i ana te ca. 1851-1857 C B 
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Status Re: 

35 12 Mrs. C. B. Clark House 9 Vernon Street I ta l i ana te ca. 1851-•1857 C B 

22 13 E. Wheeler House 6 Vernon Street I t a l i ana te ca. 1851-•1857 C B 

23 CI 4 — 8 Vernon Street Contemporary 1969 NC B 

D15 — 10 Vernon Street Contemporary 1970 NC B 

4 16 Capt. E l ipha le t Wheeler House 18 Vernon Street Federal 1818 C 8 

5 17 Jonathan Maynard School 12 Vernon 1 Street Neo-Georgian 1916 C B 

6 18 Framingham Academy 14 Vernon Street Greek Revival 1837 C B 

19 Edgell Grove Cemetery 53 Grove Street — 1848 C Si 

56 19.1 Edgell Memorial Chapel 53 Grove Street Richardsonian Romansque 1885 C B 

19.2 Receiving Tomb 53 Grove Street High Vic tor ian Gothic ca. 1885 C B 

19.3 Well House 53 Grove Street I t a l i ana te 1863 c St 

19.4 Superintendent's House 53 Grove Street Neo-Colonial ca. 1935 c B 

19.5 PI anter 53 Grove Street Renaissance Revival 1883 c 0 

901 19.6 Front Gates 53 Grove Street High Vic tor ian Gothic 1878 c St 

19.7 Tool House 53 Grove Street Board & batten ca. 1900 c B 

19.8 Tool House 53 Grove Street Board & batten ca. 1900 c B 
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19.9 Shed/Summer house 53 Grove Street u t i l i t a r i an ca. 1935 C B 

E19 Administrat ion Bui ld ing 53 Grove Street Neo-Colonial 1971 NC B 

F19 Garage 53 Grove Street U t i l i t a r i an ca. 1950 NC B 

25 20 Mrs. Gordon's House 33 Grove Street Federal/Neo. Col. 1822 C B 

shed 33 Grove Street u t i l i t a r i a n ca. 1925 C B 

24 G21 — 31 Grove Street Contemporary 1970 NC B 

34 H22 Vernon House 20 Vernon Street I t a l i a n a t e / ca. 1830/ NC B 

Col. Rev. 1850-60 

7 23 F i r s t Parish Church 24 Vernon Street Neo-Colonial 1926 C B 

8 124 F i r s t Parish House 24 Vernon Street Neo-Colonial 1959 NC B 

30 25 Nancy Jennings House 110 Edgell Road Gothic Revival ca. 1840 C B 

31 26 Francis Jaques House 122 Edgell Road I ta l i ana te 1865 C B 

26.1 barn 122 Edgell Road U t i l i t a r i a n 19th c. C B 

26.2 shed 122 Edgell Road Board & batten ca. 1865 C B 

26.3 shed 122 Edgell Road U t i l i t a r i a n — C B 

26.4 gazebo 122 Edgell Road — ca. 1865-1890 c St 
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27 Maj. Gen. Gordon House 936 Central Street Colonial Revival ca. 1834-1856 C B 

J27 garage 936 Central Street U t i l i t a r i a n ca. 1940 NC B 

K28 shed 936 Central Street U t i l i t a r i an ca. 1940 NC B 

28 — 936 Rear Central St. Neo-Colonial ca. 1920 C B 

L28 shed 936 Central Street U t i l i t a r i an ca. 1980 NC B 

18 29 Hemenway/Stevens House 151 Edgell Road Neo-Federal ca. 1807 C B 

barn 151 Edgell Road U t i l i t a r i an ca. 1870-1900 C B 

17 30 E. Cloyes House 121 Edgell Road Neo-Colonial ca. 1820-1830 C B 

barn 121 Edgell Road U t i l i t a r i a n ca. 1840-1880 C B 

26 31 Tarbox House 4 Warren Place Neo-Colonial 1836 C B 

28 M32 Stalker House 8 Warren Place Neo-Colonial ca. 1800? NC B 

N33 Stalker barn, now res id . 8 Rear Warren Place Neo-Colonial 7 NC B 

34 Maj. Gen. Gordon Barn 10- 14 Rear Warren Place Colonial Rev. ca. 1900 C B 

034 garage 10- 14 Rear Warren Place U t i l i t a r i a n ca. 1970 NC B 

29 35 Joseph Mann House 11 Warren Place I ta l i ana te ca. 1869 C B 

P35 garage 11 Warren Place U t i l i t a r i a n ca. 1940 NC B 
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7 36 J . J . Marshall House 3 Warren Place I ta l i ana te ca. 1839 C B 

16 37 White/Train House 125 Edgell Road Neo-Colonial ca. 1830 C B 

9 Q38 Plymouth Church 89 Edgell Road Neo-Colonial 1968 NC B 

39 Otis Boynton House 87 Edgell Road Neo-Fedral 1825 C B 

R40 Plymouth House 87 Edgell Road Neo-Colonial ca. 1959 NC B 

shed 87 Edgell Road u t i l i t a r i a n ca. 1910-1920 C B 

11 41 Jason Hall House 65 Edgell Road Neo-Colonial ca. 1840 C B 

S41 garage 65 Edgell Road u t i l i t a r i a n ca. 1950 NC B 

12 T42 — 63 Edgell Road contemporary 1961 NC B 

13 U43 — 61 Edgell Road contemporary 1961 NC B 

19 W44 — 2 Auburn Street contemporary 1955 NC B 

20 45 Stone Gardners Cottage 4 Auburn Street — c. 1860-1900 C B 

garage 4 Auburn Street — c. 1935 C B 

33 46 Dr. Simon Whitney House 10 Auburn Street Federal/Greek Rev. 1826 C B 

14 47 Framingham Bank 39 Edgell Road Greek Rev/Neo-Col 1833/1 968 C B 

48 Charles Parker House 963 Worcester Road Fed/Gk. R e v . / I t a l . ca. 1832-1854 c B 
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MHC# Map 
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Street 
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Date of Status Resource 
Construction 

X49 

Y50 Gordon Bui lding 

967 Worcester Road 

1 Pleasant Street 

Greek Revival 

Neo-Colonial 

ca. 1835-1850 NC B 

1857 NC B 

Contr ibut i ng Noncontributing 

Bui ldings 

Sites 

Structures 

Objects 

ToTal 

46 

2 

4 

_4 

56 

24 

0 

0 

_ 0 

24 
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963 Worcester Rd. 
Framingham, MA 01701 
May 22, 1990 

RECEIVEt) 

Mass. H i s t r o c i a l S o c i e t y 
80 B o y l s t o n St. 
Boston, MA 02116 

To Whom I t May Concern; 

This i s t o i n f o r m you t h a t we as owners of the above premises 
DO NOT wish t o be nominated t o the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of 
H i s t r o i c Places. 

Regards, 

LILLIAN M. ROY, TRUSTEE 

DATE____^J-_£^_^:::^__ 

DATE 

_fC) DATE 



August 10, 1990 

n1 
SEP :J 01990' 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

L.. 

Carol Shull 
National Register of H is tor ic Places 
Department of the In te r i o r 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shu l l : 

Enclosed please find the following nomination: 

Framingham Centre Common Historic District, HPCA #10034('1A, roughly centered on 
Framingham Centre Common, Framingham (Middlesex County), Massachusetts 01701. 

There has been one owner objection for property listed at 963 Worcester Road, 
Charles Parker House. 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, 
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days 
were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments 
attached to the nomination form. 

Sincerely, 

^^^^ ^/UMIIUA^ 
Betsy Friedberg Q 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Review Board and has been 
Owners were notified of 
before the meeting and 
received to date are 

Enclosure; 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


